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ADVERTISEMENT, 


S this little work has been well received and 
approved of abroad, by many ſerious chriſtians, 
who are not only hearty well-wiſhers to, and promoters 
of the work of God in Chriftendem, but alſo rejoice at 
the ſpreading of the light of the glorious goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt among the poor, ignorant, and benighted 
Heathen; THE BRrRETHREN's SOCIETY FOR THE 
FURTHERANCE or THE GOSPEL AMONG THE 
HEATHEN, thought it might be of uſe, and agreeable 
to many fincere chriſtians, both in and out of the Bre- 
thren's congregations, in this country, if they ſhould 
procure a tranſlation of it into Eng/ih. They here 
preſent it to the public, and hope that the candid reader 
will make a charitable allowance, if he ſhould now and 
then meet with a Germaniſm, &c. and think, it is a 
tranſlation, | | 
THEY wiſh alſo that the reader may meet with 
ſatisfaction and bletfing in the peruſal of it, and be 
prompted to join them in ſupplicating the God of all 
grace, that the ſaving knowledge of our bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour, Jesus CHRIST, (whe is the Propitiatiom for 
our fins, and not for ours only, but alſo for the fins of the 
whole world) may caxer the carth, as the waters cover 
the ſea, SEW 
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HE Skid of writing and oubliſking th the 
1 following account was given us by Dr. 
Walch of Goettingen. He expreſſed a wiſh 
to have ſame information, concerning the method 
which the evangelical Brethren make uſe of, in 
their miſſions among the heathen. Many' de- 
tached accounts thereof have already. been pub- 
liſhed, but never yet laid before the public in 
a proper connection; though we ſaw clearly that 
it might be cqually uſcful and agreeable, not 
only to the members of the Unity of the Bre- 
thren, bur , alſo to other friends of the truth. 
It being therefore reſolved upon, I was com- 
miſhuned to draw up ſuch an account. And 1 
readily undertook this work, in reliance upon 
the Lord our Redeemer, who gladly heareth 


the prayers of his ſervants for his * 
aſſiſtance. 0 


| Tun firſt thing 1 did was to-confider, in te 
preſence of the Lord, the method of the diſciples 


of Chriſt in preaching the goſpel among the 
Gentiles. For whateyer our Brethren have done, 
and are ftill doing among the heathen, ought 
properly to be judged according to that. BleC 
ſed be God for the excellent inſtruction we find 
Fopeerning this matter, in holy wrig. The 
: ſecoud 


. 


ſecond 2 was, that I referred back to the 
firſt-- occaſion given to the Brethren. for their 
undertakings among the heathen, of which 1 
myſelf was an eye witneſs ; remembering, at the 
Fame time, thoſe rules and meaſures, which, by 
the grace of God, ſerved the Brethren as a ditec- 
tion from the beginning. - Laftly, 1 have endea- 
woured to expreſs myſelf clearly about the 
method, or way and manner, by which they 
' endeavour to bring and preſerve the heathen 
4n the way of life, that is, to Chriſt. 


Biro perſuaded that one or another of my 
' xeaders, may probably wiſh to know ſomething 
more concerning this and the other point, which 
is only briefly touched upon here, I have to 
this end referred to ſuch paſſages, in the hiſtori- 
cal writings of the Brethren's labours 

the heathen, already publiſhed, as may MF 
this purpoſe. 


Ar the ſame time, I moſt heartily entrear 
God our Saviour, from whom cometh every good 
thing, that he would, out of the abundance of 
his grace, accompany all with his bleſſing. * 
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| Which are accompliſhed in Chrifl., Q 

2 1 025 Chriſt takes notice of the beothen, and promiſes i 


| the kingdom of God. * 
9. Ordering that the h concerning the way of bo 
* by preached ta them a- J 
| 10. To which end he particularly called Paul, 
| 4112. Who preached to them Chris and him crutifhd. 


1 . He preached not with exceligncy,of Luce ＋ 


* wiſdom, but with the power of God. 123 ET 
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| Servants. 

20. For the reſt, he gives to. every one in the church ſuch 


inſtrutti9n as is peculiarly adapted to each, 


51. 7 Nhat be in particular warned bihevers from 
among the heathen, and why be preached to many 


in vain, 


§ 22. How 
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Page 21. line 33. for ſubtlety, read ſubtilty. 

P. 35, nate, for +5, and 7, ready 5 and 7. 

P, 52, I. 21, for Watte-ville, read Watteville. 
fp. 56, 1. q, for among, read in. 
Ibid 1 line, for diaconies, read deacons. 

P. 57, Il. 1, for which have, read and ſo it has 
P. 66, 1. q, for the diſciples, read (the diſciples.) 
P. 67, loft line, for wholſome, read wholeſome, 


SECTION FIRST. 


OF THE HEATHEN, AND OF THEIR 
CONVERSION ACCORDING TO THE 
SCRIPTURES, 


3 
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51. 


E read in the ſatred ſeriptures, that God in a 
peculiar manner took charge of the people of 
| Iſrael, thatito ſay, of the poſterity of Abraham, of his 
ſon Iſaac, and his grandſon Jacob,who obtained the name 
of Iſrael. He delivered them by the hand of Moſes, his 
ſervant, ſrom 'moſt wretched ſtate of flavery, and 
choſe them, for the ſake of their fathers, to be his pe- 
culiar property. His intention was to make them a 
truly happy people; and with this view he gave them 
the moſt excellent laws, introduced the beſt orders 
among them, took the government of them into his 


own hand, and promiſed, on condition of their obs- 
dience to him, to be their gracious God, and to bleſs 


" IH 


and protect them as 8 
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Thus the Lord God condeſcended to enter into 3 
covenant with a certain race of men, which, compared 
with other nations, were neither the greateſt, nor r the 
beſt; but which he, out of mere grace, without any 
merit or worthineſs on their part, had choſen, to the 
end that he might manifeſt his glory in them in a pe- 
culiar, diſtinguiſhing manner . Whoeyer reads the 
hiſtory af this peqple with heart deſuous to be in- 
AruRted, and conſiders the wonderful ways bf Gad 
with them in a proper light, will find ſo many proofs 
ef his wiſdom and truth, his lenity and ſeverity, his 
Jong- ſuffering and zcal, his power and might, his ho- 
lineſs and righteouſneſs ; among that people, that it will 
prove a bleſſing to his ſoul, and at the ſame time a 
conſtant incitement to the praiſe of God. 

As to other nations of thoſe times, they had no ſhare 
in this peculiar covenant of grace, to which the people 
of Iſrael were admitted; they were therefore generally 
conſidered as aliens, and n called heathen, 
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Ver we wif wot think, as though God ha left 
himſelf without a witneſs among them. He manifeſted 
Himſelf to them by the works of creation, #ccording to 
bis omnipotence, good neſs and wiſdom. For whenever 
they beheld the heavens, the fun and the moon, toge- 
ther with that moſt beautiful hoſt of innumerable ſtars; 
whenever they looked on the earth with all its plants, 
all the braſts, birds and inſects; when they con{jderetl 
attentiyely the ſprings, ſtreams and the ſeas, with the 
-filhes and other creatures' therein, the thought muſt ne- 
"feffarily ariſe in ped "Wis is he that made all theſe 


[ Expoſition of C 


(51. 
things ? Surely it muſt be a great, wile, powerful and 
benevolent Being, from whom all this takes its riſe, 
and by whom all is held in its due courſe, When they 
ooked at themſelves, they could not help perceiving 
by natural and rational inference, that their undet- 
ſtandings arid faculties, as little as their bodies and the 
members thereof; and till leſs their lives, originated 
not of themſelves; hence the concluſion ; That Be- 
ing, who made and created me, myſt indeed be great, 
good, wiſe and powerful, We haye eyes to ſee, ears 
to hear, feet to walk, hands to work, a mouth to ſpeak ; 
in a word, every thing in us is wonderfully formed and 
made conſiſtent with the end it is deſigned to anſwer, 
We ſtand in need of eating, drinking, clothing, dwel- 
lings; and all that can ſerve theſe purpoſes, we either 
find already upon the earth, or the warmth of the ſun, 
the air and wind, the rain and dew from heaven, cauſe 


them to grow for our uſe, Who giveth us all this? 


God, that gteat, good, wiſe and powerful Being “. 
Hence immediately flowed the thought: Should we 


not reverence this great and gracious God, ſhould we 


not love him, ſhould we not ſetve him, ſhould we not 
thank him 4+? 


93. 


Bor how was it with reſpect to the heathen ? Paul 
ſaith : © Becauſe that when they knew God, they glo- 
rified him not as God, neither were thankful, but be- 
came vain in their imaginations, and their fool iſh heart 
was darkned — hence, profefing themſelves to be wile, 
they became fools; and changed the glory of the in- 
corruptible God into an image made like to corruptible 
man, and to birds, and four-footed beaſts, and creeping 


. * Expolition, p. 49+ ſdd · + Expoſition, p. 85, fad · 
A 2 things. 
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things. Wherefore God alſo gave them up to unclean- 
neſs, through the luſts of their own hearts, to diſhonour 
their own bodies between themſelves, &c.” Rom. i, 
2t, ſqq. Paul, explaining this ae mentions divers 
ſhameful things, by which the heathen themſel ves be- 
came an abomination, and adds: * And, even as they 
did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave 
them over to a reprobate mind, to do thoſe things which 
are not convenient: being filled with all unrighteouſ- 
nefs, fornication, wickedneſs, covetouſneſs, maliciouſ- 
neſs, full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity ; 
whiſperers, backbiters, haters of God, deſpiteful, proud, 
boaſters, inventors of evil things, diſobedient to pa- 
rents, without underſtanding, covenant-breakers, with- 
out natural affeftion, impltacable, unmercifut,” Rom. 
i. 28, ſqq. Hence we may deduce, that not only the 
moſt abſurd and fooliſh idolatries into which the hea- 
then fel}, but likewiſe the fatanicat and more than 
beaſtly abominations and wickedneſſes in uſe among 
them, were nothing elfe than cttaſtifements of God on 
them, becadſe they held the truth in unrighteouſneſs. 
Now, whereas the Heathen who inhabited the land of 
Canaan, — where God had before deſtroyed the*cities 
of Sodom and Gomorrab, Adamah and Zeboim, with 
fire and brimſtone, on acebunt of ſuch abominations, 
Gen. xix. 1, & ſqq.—had been guilty not only of 
this, but of many other fins and abominations,—af 
which notice is taken in Levit. xviii. 1, ſqq. and xx. 
2—23. God therefore would poſitively have them 
'exterminated by the Iſraelites, together with all the 
women and children. See Exod, xxiii. 32, ſqq. xxxiv. 
12, qq. Deut. vii. 2, ſqq. 

For this cauſe then, that the Iſraelites might not 
be induced to commit ſuch abominations, God, in 
* forbad them all communication with the hea- 

4 then, 


then, nor would he even allow an Iſraelite to eat with 
a heathen, 
$ 4 

NoTwiTHsTANDING this, one cannot deny that 
many of the heathen very greatly benefited by the 
ſingular mercies God vouchſafed to confer on the 
people of Iſrael, Nor could the wonderful government 
of the Lord among the Iſraelites remain long concealed 
from other nations. e have heard,” ſaid Rahab, 
„how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea for 
you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did 
- unto the two kings of the Amorites that were on the 
other ſide Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly de- 
ſtroyed. And as ſoon as we (the Canaanites) had heard 
theſe things, our hearts did melt, neither did there remain 
any more courage in any man, becauſe of you: for the 
Lord your God, he is God in heaven above, and in eatth 
beneath,” Joſh. ii. 10, ſqq. ſee alſo ch. ix. 24. It is: 
likewiſe known from hiſtory, that the glorious divine 
worſhip at Jeruſalem, eſpecially after Solomon had buile 
the temple, was reſorted to by many heathen, who not 
only became acquainted with the law of God, but ma- 
ny of them alſo embraced the religion of the Iſraelites. 
Many nations were likewiſe reproved for their fins by 
the prophets, whom God called forth among the Iſrae- 
lites, and who announced divine judgements upon them 
unleſs they amended. We fee with admiration, from 
Jonah iii. 4, ſqq. what bleſſed effects the preaching of 
the prophet Jonah produced in the king and people of 
Nineveh : When not only the reſidue of the Iſraelites 
in Canaan, but alſo the Egyptians, the Philiſtines, 
thoſe of Tyre and Sidon, the Moabites, and other 


neighbouring nations, were, according to the counſel 
of 
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of God, to fall under the yoke of the king of Babylon, 


the Lord ordered Jeremiah to foretel it to them, with 


the admonition, to ſubmit willingly, if they would 
avoid a miſerable deſtruction. For he himſelf, the Lord 
God, had ſent the king of Babylon upon them, on ac- 


count of their ſins, Even the captivity 6f the Iſtae- 


lites in Babylon, which continued for ſeventy years, 
and the long foretold termination of it by Cyrus, made 
the heathen acquainted with the God of Iſrael, as may 
be ſeen in the prophet Daniel. | 


$ 5. 


BESIDES this, we are not to conſider God's covenant 
of grace with the people of Iſrael in ſuch a view, as tho 
God, becauſe he granted ſuch prerogatives to the Iſrae- 
lites, had, on this account, relinquiſhed all care for the 
ſouls of the heathen. O, no! for all ſouls are his. God 
certainly tries with every man all that may conduce to 
his advantage, and this he does in various ways, conſiſtent 
with his love and wiſdom. And here we may apply 
what Elihu ſaid: In a dream, in a viſion of the night, 
when deep ſleep falleth upon men, in ſlumberings up- 
on the bed; then he openeth the ears of man, and ſeal- 
eth their inſtruction: that he may withdraw man from 
his purpoſe, and hide pride from man. He keepeth 


' back his ſoul from the pit, and his life from periſhing 


by the ſword : he is chaſtned alſo with pain upon his 
bed, &c. Lo, all theſe things worketh God often- 


times with man, to bring back his ſoul from the pit, 
to be enlightned with the light of the living,” Job 


XXxiil, 15, {qq, “ 
Paul, ſpeaking to the Jews, in Rom. ii. declares 
with energy, that they were by no means better than 


®* Expoſition of Chriſtian Doctrine, 4 37. ; 
| | 5 


T3 
the Gentiles before God, though he bad cominitted his 
law unto them, unleſs they lived alſo conformably to 
the law, For if a heathen, who had not the written 
law, . but yet knew well enough what is right, and 
wrong, (for that was written in his heart); if ſuch an 
one did the things contained in the law, be. would un- 
doubtedly be juſtified in the judgement of God, before 
n Jew that boaſted of the law, and yet obſerved it not. 
For there is no reſpect of perſons with Gd. 

In the abovementioned chapter Paul alſo makes 2 
difference between Jews and Jews, (By Jews he means 
not only thoſe belonging to the tribe of Judah, but all 
Iſraelites), ** He is not a Jew,” ſaith he,“ which is 
one outwardly; but he is a Jew, which is one in- 
inwardly,” Rom. ii, 28, 29. e- 

Thus likewiſe he maketh a difference beten hea» 
then and heathen, giving to underſtand that an hea- 
then, who knoweth and doeth what is right, is as va- 
luable before God as a Jew, although he had not been 
circumcifed outwardly; and that, on the other hand, a 
Jew that glorieth in the outward circumciſion, but who 

keepeth not the law, which inſiſts on the loye of 
r was to the full. . 
Heathen, - 
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„n Wenne b 1 ot only God of- the! hebe, bit 
Sf the Gentiles ulfo; and it is evident, from tlie forip- 
Tutes of the Old Teſtament, that he always thought of 
be ſal vation of the Gentiles ; and, to ſpeak aſter the 
manner of men, rejoiced as it were at the time, when 
the Gentiles alſo ſhould become his people. For when 
be, by his prophets, ſet before the Jews, who-werg not 
; denn 2 ye 
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pending judgements, he always ſpoke comfort to them 
chat were Iſraelites indeed, and among others alſo with 
this, that the multitude of the Gentiles ſhould be gathered 
and with them ſhould be one people. See Iſa. ii. 2, ſqq. 
4 xliii. 5, &c. xlix. 18, &c. lv. 5. Ix. 3, &c. Ixv. 1, 
4% &c. Zach. ii. 20, &c. viii. 22. Mich, iv. 1, &c. Mal. 
i. 11. | 
(God had already promiſed to Abraham, In thy 
ſeed ;" and Paul declares that this ſeed of Abraham is 
Chriſt, Gal. iii. 16. ** In thy ſeed ſhall all the nations 
of the earth be bleſſed,” Gen. xxii. 18. And this pro- 
miſe he repeated not only to Iſaac, but alſo to Jacob, 
| Gen, xxvi. 4. and xxviii. 14. By the prophet Jere- 
miabh the Lord declareth the ſame : ** The nations ſhall 
be bleſſed in him, and ſhall glory in him,” Jer. iv. 2. 
To Chriſt, the mediator of the new covenant, God 
ſaith; „I ſhall give thee the heathen for thine inhe- 
ritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for thy 
poficſhon,” Pſalm ii. 8. And, in the prophet Iſaiah, he 
faith: It is a light thing that thox ſhouldeſt be my 
ſervant to raiſe up the tribes of Jacob, and to reſtore 
the preſerved of Iſrael : I will alſo give thee for a light 
to the Gentiles, that thou mayeſt be my ſalvation unto 
the end of the earth,” Iſa. xlix. 6. In like manner; 
* Behold my ſervant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in 
whom my ſoul delighteth-; I have put my Spirit upon 
him ; he ſhall bring forth judgement to the Gentiles,” 
1a. xlii. 12 And farther : give thee ſor à cove · 
nant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles, to open 
the blind eyes, to bring out the priſoners from the pri- 
ſon, and them that Git in darkneſs out of the priſon- 
'bouſe," Ifa. xlii. 6, 9+ In the Pſalms, where the deep 
humiliation of the Lord our Saviour, and his heavy and 
* bitter ſufferings are ſpoken of, in the ſpirit of prophe» 
q . — | 
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world ſhall remember and turn unto the Lord: and all 
the kindreds of the nations ſhall worſhip before thee;“ 
Pſalm xxii. 27. But when our Lord Jefus Chrift is 
deſcribed by the prophets as the King of glory, that 
ſat down at the right hand of his Father in heaven, 
the paſſages treating of him are very numerous; the 
following, among the reſt, ate remarkable: He, 
the King, ſhall ſpeak peace among the heathen, and 
his dominion ſhall be from fea even to ſea, and from 
the river even unto the ends of the earth,” Zech. ix. 10. 
Again: « Al] king $ ſhall fall down before him; all 
nations ſhall ſerve hid,” Pſalm Ixxii. 11. When the 
promulgation of the goſpel is mentioned, then the 
Holy Spitit faith; by the mouth of David: ** There 
is no ſpeech, nor language, where their voice is not 
heard. Their lihe is gone out through all the earth, 
and their words to the end of the world,” Palm xix. 
3, 4. Heatheniſm is by the prophets deſcribed as 4 
wilderneſs aud ſolitary place, and then it is ſaid, con- 
cerning the times of the New Teſtament : ** The wil- 
derneſs ſhall be a fruitful field, and the fruitful field 
be. counted for a foreſt,” Ifa, xx#ii, 15. Further: 
„The wilderneſs and the ſolitary place ſhall be glad 
for them, and the deſert ſhall rejoice and bloſſom as 
the roſe,” Ifa. xxxv. i; ſqq. Now, in the above words 
whatever is expreſſed figuratively, is by the prophets 
in other places, mentioned quite plainly; e. g. *It 
ſhall! come to paſs that in the place where it was ſaid 
unto them, Ye are not my people; there it ſhall be ſaid 
unto them, Ve are the ſons of the living God,” Hoſ, 
i. 10. And again: I will have mercy upon her that 
had not obtained mercy, and I will ſay to them which 
were not my people, Thou art my people; and they 
ſhall ſay, Thou art my God,” Hof. it. 23. Not to 
mention many peculiar promiſes. given to this or the 
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other heatheniſh country, in a view to their being made 
partakers of the grace of the New Teſtament, | like- 
wile paſs over many other paſſages of the prophets, it 
appearing ſufficiently from thoſe juſt quoted, that, in 
the time of the old covenant, God repeatedly remem- 
bered the heathen, and that be would at the appointed 
hour adm.t them alſo into his covenant. 


1 | 587. 


Wur the ſulneſs of time was come, God ſent his 
Son into the world, and thereby cauſed great joy to all 
them that were waiting for the conſolation of Iſrael, 
Among theſe there was one Simeon, an Iſtaelite indeed, 
to whom it was revealed upon his prayer to God, by the 
Holy Ghoſt who was upon him, that he ſhould not ſee 
death, before he had ſeen the Lord's Chrift, the Meſ- 
fiah. He came by the Spirit into the temple, when the 
child Jeſus was brought in and preſented to the Lord as 
the fiiſt-born and called holy. Then Simeon took the 
child up in his arms, and bleſfed God, and aid ; 3 
* Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, 
according to thy word. For mine eyes have feen thy 
ſalvation: which thou haſt prepared before the face of 
all people: A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory 
of thy people Iirae},” Luke ii. 22, ſqq. Thus did God 
openly manifeſt, by the Holy Spirit, that this child, his 
Chriſt, his Anointed, was alſo the Saviour of the Gen- 
tiles. Some wiſe men alſo came from the Eaſt to Je- 
ruſalem (they were learned Gentiles), in order. to adore 
this new-born King of the Jews; and, being directed 
to go to Bethlehem, they there ſaw the-young child 
with Mary his mother, and fell down and worſhipped 
him, Matt..ii,. It is probable that they might hope 
. his appeatance, perhaps from the times of Daniel, 
12020 ; who 


fr] 

who had fo gloriouſly propheſied of him at Babylong» 
In this hope they were confirmed, when they now. be- 
held the fame ſtar, they had already feen in the Eaſt, in 
Fudea, ſtanding over where the young child Was. 
Hence we may, with great probability, infer, that ma- 
ny heathen hoped and expected to derive much \bleitng 
from this King of the gene 


, 
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Yer our Lord Jeſus Chriſt did not, in perſon, preach 
the goſpel to the heathen. For this he affigns the rea- 
ſon in theſe words: ** an mot ſent, but unto the loſt 
ſheep of the houſe of Ifrae!,”” Matt. xv. 24. Nor 
would he, in the time of his walking vere Gif — 
permit his diſciples to preach to the Gentiles, In the 
inſtruction he gave them it was expreſsly ſaid: * Go 
not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any 
city of the Samaritans enter ye not,” Matthes K. 5, 
In the mean time he was, however, not unwilling to 
afford his help even to heathen, when they applied to 
him. A woman of Canaan — probably a deſcendant 
from thoſe nations, ho, on account of their uicked- 
neſs, were an abomination to God, and whom, for this 
reaſon, he would have to be extirpated by the Iſraclites 
this woman cried unto him for her daughter, who 
was grievouſly vexed with a devil; he at firſt put her 
faith to the trial. But, ſhe perſevering, he ſaid unta 
her: “O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee 
even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole 
from that very hour,“ Matt. xv. 2228. A Roman 
centurion came unto him, beſeeching him for His ſer- 
vant, who was ſick of the palſy and grievouſly tors 
mented, ſaying: ( Speak the word only, and my ſer- 
rant ſhall be heafed, Then ſaid Jeſus unto him: Gd 
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thy way ; and as thou haſt believed, ſo be it done unto 
thee, And his ſervant was healed in the ſelf- ſame hour,“ 
Mate. viii. 5, 13. Nor did our Lord Jeſus Chriſt wholly 
abandon the Samaritans, who were in fact not much 
hier than the heathen ; for their religion was a mix- 
ture of Judaiſm and Heatheniſm, as may he perceived 
from the account of his converſation with a woman of 
Samaria, and its conſequences, John iv. 4, qq But, 
that the heathen were likewiſe intended to attain to the 
new covenant of grace, ſo frequently indicated by the 
appellation of the kingdom of God, Chriſt plainly in- 
timated to the diſciples, partly in ſundry parables, 
which may be read in Matt. xxi. 28—41. and xxii, 
1—14. and partly expreſſed it in plain terms, Seg 
Matt. vii. 11 13. and xxi. 43. 


$ 9. 


Bor let us now conſider how our Lord Jefus Chriſt 
executed the counſel of God with regard to the hea- 
then, According to his deep wiſdom, he choſe per- 


| ſons of mean extraction to be his witneſſes upon earth; 


they poſſeſſed no philoſophical knowledge, but yet were 
not unacquainted with the books of holy writ, then 
extant. Paul had indeed been brought up at the fect 
of Gamaliel, a notable teacher in Jewiſh literature; 
yet, he had at the ſame time Jearneqd the buſineſs of a 
tent-maker, agreeable to the common opinion of the 
Jews, ho thought, that a father who did not let hig 
ſon learn ſome buſineſs, acted as improperly as if he 
taught him to ſteal. To all theſe the Lord gave com- 
mandment, that they ſhould yo into all the world, and 
preach the goſpel to every creature, that is, to all the 


þeathen, Matt. xxviii. 19. Mark xvi. 15. But though - 


the apoſtles in general had this commandment, to gy 


| 131 | 
igto all the world, and to preach the goſpel to all the 
heathen ; yet is Paul particularly called the Apoſtle of 
the Gentiles, becauſe he had indeed Jaboured — 
them more than all the reſt. 

Peter was the firſt that preached the es 
man centurion, Corgelius, and to bis relations and 
friends, who were called together to that end, What 
was the ſubject of his preaching ? He ſpake of Chrift 
Jeſus, as the Anointed of God, and Lord of all, Him 
God had ſent to preach peace unto the children of Iſrael, 
Which he alſo did. That he went about doing good, 
and healing all that were opprefled of the devil, for God 
was with him. Him they flew and hanged on a tree, 
Him God raiſed up the third day. They, the apoſ- 
tles, had ſeen him after his reſurrection; and he had 
commanded them to preach unto. the people, and to 
teſtify, that it js þe which was ordained of God to be 
the Judge of quick and dead. And in concluſion 
Peter added: To him give all the prophets witneſs, 
that through his name, whoſoever belieyeth in him, 
ſhall receive remiſſion of ſins, While Peter yet ſpake 

heſe words, the Holy Ghaſt fell on all them which 
d the word, and they were directly baptized. Now 
what was the whole contents of the apoſtle Peter's ſer- 
mon to the heathen? Why, Chriſt, the Meſſiah, ſent 
of, God, and that he was the way to obtain falyation 
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PapL's calling to the labour in the goſpel. among 
the Gentiles was attended with peculiar ſolemnity. 
Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt appeared to him at mid-day, in 
a ſplendor far ſurpaſſing the brightneſs of the ſun, which 
ſo greatly dazzled his gyes, n ſight, 
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Three day. and three nights he continued in this me- 
Jancholy condition; and, as the Lord Jeſus had called 
to bim from heaven, ſaying, “ Saul, Saul, why perſe- 
cuteſt thou me? -e know, that whoſoever perſecutes 
the members of Chriſt, perſecutes him himſelf—one 
may readily conceive in what anguiſh, diſtreſs, pain 
and repentance, he fpent that time in watching, feſt- 
ing, tears and prayers, Upon which, according to 
God's command, he was comforted by Ananias, re- 
ſtored to ſrght, baptized and filled with the Holy Ghoſt, 
and immediately confeſſed openly, that Jeſus of Naza- 
reth was the Chriſt. O how willingly doth the Lord 
our Saviour forgive, even his blaſphemers and perſccu- 
tors their furs, if they turn to him] Ads ix. 1, fqq. 
At this firſt appearing, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt called 
Paul to bis ſervice among the Gentiles in theſe words: 
* have appeared unto thee for this purpoſe, to make 
thee a miniſter and a witneſs both of thoſe things which 
thou haſt feen, and of thoſe things in the which I will 
appear unto thee ; delivering thee from the people (the 
Jews), and Trout the Gentiles, unto whom now | ſend 
thee, to open their eyes, and to turn them from dark- 
nefy to light, and from the power of ſatan unto God, 
that they may receive forgiveneſs of fins, and an inhe- 
ritance among them which are ſanQified by faith that 
is in me,” Acts xxvi. 16, 17, 18. 

Upon this Paul went to Arabia; and then, after 
three years, he went up to Jeruſalem, Gal. i. 17, 18. 
And, while praying there in the Temple, the Lord ap- 
peared to him again, and commanded him to make haſle 
and get quickly out of Jeruſalem, for he would ſend 
him far thence unto the Gentiles, Acts xxil. 

While he was at Antioch, certain teachers and pro- 
phets joined with him in prayer and faſting, when the 
Holy Ghoft ſaid : * Separate me Barnabas and Saul 

for 


[51] 
for the work, wheteunto I have called them, Acts 
xiii, Upon this he again went among the Gentiles, 
Let us, however, well obſerve what he ſaith in Gal. 
i» 11, 12. „I certify you, brethren, that the goſpel, 
which was preached of me, is not after man. For I 
neither received it of man; neither was I taught it, 
but by the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt.” The ſame he 
teſtiſied to the Corinthians: ** I have received of the 
Lord, that which alſo I delivered unto you,” 1 Cor. 
xi. 23. and xv. 3. 


i 
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Tavs it pleaſed God to reveal his Son in Paul, that 
he might preach him among the heathen, Gal. i. 16. And 
indeed Paul counted all things but loſs for the excel- 
tency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus his Lord, Phil. 
iii. 8. He ſaith concerning himſelf : “I determined not 
10 know any thing among you, ſave Jeſus Chrifl, and him 
crucified,” 1 Cor. ii; 2, It was Chriſt Jeſus, whom he 
Kid down as the foundation, teſtifying, that “ ether 
foundation can no man lay; that all was to be built upon 
him, 1 Cor. iii. 11, ſqq. Hence he calls himſelf “ a 
ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, called to be an apoſtle, and 
Separated to ms goſpel of God, Your Sor of Gad, 
Rom. i. 

The contents of his ſermons are briefly comprized - 
in theſe words: Ve preach Chrifl crucified, unto the 
Jews a ſtumbling- block, and unto the Greeks (the 
heathen) fooliſhneſs ; but unto them which are called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Ghrift the power of God, and the 
rviſdam of Cod, 1 Cor. i. 23, 24. 

And thus Paul preached for the ſpace of two years, 
daily, at Epheſus, ſo that all they which dwelt in Aſia 
heard the ward of the Lord Jojus, -AQs ai. 10. And, 
| being 
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deing at Rome, he dwelt two years in his own hired 
houſe, preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching thojd 
things which concern the Lord Jeſus Chriſt with all confi- 
dence, Ads xxviii. 30, 31. Hence it is very clear that 
Chriſt was the marrow and ſap of Paul's preaching, 
whom he every where laid for the foundation, and 
that it was his chief concern to derive every thing 


from him. 
6 12. 


HoweveR, though we find very little recorded in 
holy writ concerning the labours of the other apoſtles 
among the heathen, beſides what has been quoted in 
I 9. (indeed that which we read of Philip in Acts viii, 
27, ſqq · alſo belongs to this article) yet we have reaſon 
to thank God for having cauſed ſo much to be handed 
down to us of Paul's labours. There it appears, that 
Paul ſpoke differently to different people, yet always 
in ſuch a manner 2s conſtantly to lead to Chriſt, In- 
deed the doctrine of Chriſt's death upon the croſs was 
always the main point of his preaching, And why 
becauſe by bis death we obtain ſalvation and the for- 
giveneſs of fins, Therefore he alſo calls the goſpel 
Gmp)y ** the preaching of the croſs,” as e. g. 1 Cor. i. 18. 


The preaching of the croſs is to them that periſh, 


fooliſhneſs; but unto us, which are ſaved, it is the 
power of God.“ Compare with Rom. i. 16. For the 
ſame reaſon he calls the goſpel briefly . the word of re- 
conciliation,” and the office of a miniſter of the goſpel is 
called, ** the miniſtry of reconciliation,” 2 Cor. v. 18, 
In this view alſo Paul evidently ſet forth, before the 
eyes of the Galatians, Jeſus Chrift crucified among 


them, Gal. iii. I» 
| He likewiſe ſpake of the reſurrection of Chriſt, his 


dwelling in glory, his coming again to execute judge- 
ment. 


8 ; 
ment. Tn ſhort, taking altogether what I can find in 
Holy writ concerning Paul, I ſhould ſuppoſe the con- 
tents of his preaching to thoſe heathen that were nog 
yet converted, to have been nearly this: “ Ye poor 
Heathen have hitherto had no ſhare in the covenant, 
which God made with the people of lirael: ye have 
lived in abominable idolatry, and in other horrible 
ſins. But God will now begin to do a new thing among 
you, ſince he bath ſent his Son into the world to be 
the Saviour of all men. Him they have indeed cruci- 
fied and Alain ; but he is riſen agnin, and aſcended into 
heaven. He now hath ſent us to acquaint the heathen, 
that in Chrift they may obtain the remiſſion of fins, life 
and ſalvation, But then they muſt forſake their wicked 
ways, wherein they have walked hitherto, and muſt re- 
ceive Chriſt, by faith, as their Lord and Redeemer, 
who is alſo the light of he'Gentiles. And, if they 
are baptized in his name, they will be cl-anſed from 
their fins, made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, aud del;- 
vered from the power of darkneſs; they become the 
children of God, and heirs of eternal life. If they 
delie ve not, they axe condemned: for Chriſt will ap- 
pear unto judgement, and give unto every man ac- 
cording to his works,” For the apoſtle's office was 
to eflabliſh among the h:athen, obedience to the faith in Chr.. 
And thus the goſpel of Chriſt was the power of God 
to every one that believeth, Rom, i. 5. and xvi, 


F 13, 


As to the manner of his preaching, Paul declares 
more than once, eſpecially to the Corinthians, © When 
I came unto you, faith be, I came nat with excel ency of 
Jpeech, or of wiſdom, declaring unto you the teſtimomy of God,” 
1 Cor. ii. 1, Likewiſe: ** We have not received che 
| „ | ſpicit 
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fpirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of God, that 
we might know the things that are freely given to us of 
God; which things we alſo ſpeak, not in words which 


man s wiſdom teacheth, but which the Holy Gbeſt tiacbetbh, 


1 Cor. ii. 12, 13. For this he aſſigns the reaſon in the 
following words: „ Cirift ſeat me to preach the goſ- 
pel: not with, wiſdom of words, 4% the creſi of Chriſt 
Should be made of none effeft ; for the preaching of the 
croſs (of Chriſt) is, ſurely, fooliſhneſs to them that 
periſh; but unto us, which are ſaved, it is the power 
of God,” 1 Cor. i. 17, 18. And farther : „My ſpeech 
and my preaching was not wit) enticing ud of man's 
wiſdom, but in demonſtration of the Spirit and of pow- 
er: that your faith ſhould not flard in the wiſdom of many 
but in the Re of God,” 1 Cor. ii. 4, 5 


= 


To make this clear, I cannot help taking notice, 
that thetoric was in thoſe da,s very common both 
ameng the Romans and the Greeks, | People were taught 
to ſpeuk with art and choice words, h cen pleaſe men, 
and bring them over to the ſpeaker's opinion, ſo that 
they hardly know what is come to them, their paſſions 
are moved, they aie carried away and induced to receiye 
that which is propounde! to them, This, ſaith Paul, 
was not the manner in which | preached the goſpel 
unto you. At that time there were aſo among the 
Romans, as well as among the Greeks, many philoſo- 
phers ; theſe ſought for wiſdom, and {trained the power 
of their underſtanding to acquire more knowledge and 
inſight than other people were poſſeſſed of. By this they 
diflinguilhed themſelves, ſet up {chools, endeavouring 
to inculcate their opinions to others, and wrote books 


pp9u them, They would, e. g. * of this and thy 
other 


- (91 
other virtue, alledging reaſon upon reaſon, why it ought 
td be diligently followed after. Vet all ſuch repre fen- 
tations could not convey into poor people any power 
to forſake evil, and to follow after tha which is good z 
although their reaſons were ever ſo ſpecious, and con- 
ſidered as excellent wiſdom, 

Now, faith Paul, it was not at all en this *vi/2, that 
he preached the goſpel. Declaring that the word of the 
croſs was in itſelf fraught with divine power; nor did 
it ſtand in need of any human argumentation in order 
to gain entrance; ſeeing that there was nothing in it 
that was in the leaſt inconſiſtent with divine wiſdom ; 
though it be not comprehenſible to men that are wiſe after 
this world, and who look upon it as fooliſhneſs, Nor 
was it in the leaſt deficient in point of plainneſs, ſeeing 
that it was hid and pnint-!ligible to them only that 
were loſt, The — of it was this, that the god of 
this world (that is, the devil, whom it ſerves) hath 
blinded the minds of them which believe not, leſt the 
light of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt, who is the image 
of God, ſhould ſhine unto them, 2 Cor, iv. 3, 4. Nay, 
Paul not only deemed it needleſs to ſet forth the goſ- 
pel in high terms of human wiſdom, but even believed 
it dangerous. Believing that the word of the croſs of 
Chriſt, or the goſpel, might be weakned thereby, and 
be made of none effect; as wine is weakned by the 
addition of water, and yet may be ſold for genuine 
wine, Thus his ſentiment was this: If I preach the 
goſpel without any human additions, faith will be 
grounded upon the word of God; and that is fraught 
with divine power, That is, it will reſt on a firm, 
ſtedfaſt and immoveable baſis. 

If a man believes for this reaſon, becauſe an cloquent 
ſpeaker, or philoſopher, renders his ſubject agreeable, 
backs it with many provfs, 204 a charming ſelection 
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of words: the faith of ſuch a one is grounded on wift | 
dom barely human, Now if another eloquent ſpeaker. 
and philoſopher comes, and with as many proofs and 
words as bcautiful as the former, demonſtrates the- 
oppokte to that which the former had demonſtrated; 
the faith of ſuch an one wavers, and is inconſiſtent. 
And is not this plainly obvious in our days? Here the 
one end-av6urs to render certain doctrines of the goſ- 
Rel plauſible and rational by, dint of human wiſdom, 
while another alledges as many reaſons, and brings as 
much human wiſdom to prove that the ſame doctrines 
are equally incomprehenſible and irrational, He, whoſe 
taith ſtandeth on ſuch grounds, is like. a ſhip at ſea. 
without her rudder, On the contrary, whoſoever be- 
liexes the goſpel, becauſe it is the word of God, which. 
he hath experienced in his own ſoul as the power of 


God, he abideth ſecure in the midſt of ſtorms and tii- 
bhulations 


$ 15. 
War our Lord Jeſus Chriſt gave Paul to under 


ſtand by Ananias, on his firſt obtaining mercy, namely, 
that he weuld ſhew him how great things he mult ſuf- 
fer for his name's ſake, Acts ix. 16. was, in the ſequel, 
abunJautly fulfilled in him, He gives a brief account 
of it in 2 Cor. xi. 23, fag. and. v hat he faith of this is 
remarkable: * We rejoice in hope of the glory of God 
and not ouly. ſo, but tue glory in-tribulations alſo,” Rom. 
v. 2, 3. He therefore could with much confidence ex 
hort his fellow-labourers, 2 Cor. vi. 1, ſqq. which 
paſſage ought to be deeply and faithfully laid to heart 

by all the ſervants of Jeſus, 
Paul alſo confirmed what he taught among the hea- 
thru by his own example, He therefore could confte 
| dently 
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dently ſay: © Brethren, be follwwers tagether 75 me, a 
mark them which walk ſo, ar ye have us for an enſample, 
Phil, iii. 17. And farther : “ Finally, brethren, what- 
ſoever things are true, whatſoever things are honeſt, 
whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever things are pure, 
whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever things are of 
good report: if there be any virtue, and if there be any 
praiſe, think of theſe things : thoſe things, which ye have 
both learned and received, and heard and jon in me, do ; 
and the God of peace ſhall be with you, Phil. iv. 
8, 9. ſee alſo 1 Theſſ. ii. 10. Thus he continued till 
he ſaw the end of his days drawing near, and then he 
wrote to Timothy : © I have fought a good fight, I 
have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith; hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, 
which the Lord the righteous Judge ſhall give me at 
that day, 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. ſee alſo 1 Cor. iv. 16, and 


xi. 1. where he ſaith, Be ye followers of me, even as J alſa 
am of Chriſt. 


I do not conſider the miracles and wonders wrought 
dy Paul among the Gentiles in that view, as being at 
all neceſſary to the confirmatioa of the goſpel, in Acts 
xiv. 3. and xix. 11, {qq. As there is no occaſion ta 
prove that the ſun yields light and warmth; that proving 
itſelf: fo the goſpel proves the power of God unto ſal- 
vation to every one that believeth, for it is the word 
of God. The miracles were, however, au undoubted 
proof of Paul's apoſtleſhip, and of his being ſeat of 

But what ſhall we ſay of Paul's zeal againſt Elymas 
the ſorcerer, who en ſeavoured to prevent the governor 
Sergius Paulus from believing in Ch:iiſt ! when he ad- 
dreſſes him thus: ** O full of all ſubtlety and all miſ- 
chief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righ- 
teouſneſs, wilt thou not oeaſe to peryert the right 


ways 
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ways of the Lord? And now, behold, the hand of tlie 
Lord is upon thee, and thou ſhalt be blind, not ſeeing 
the ſun for a ſeaſon,” Acts xiii. 10, 11, Was this the 
fire of nature, or heat of paſſion? O no! For it is ex- 
preſsly faid that Paul, when he was uttering this, was 
filled with the Holy Ghoſt, Acts xiii. 9. If a ſervant 
of Chriſt in our days were to ſpeak te people, that do 
the ſame thing as Elymas did, on this wiſe, what would 
they think and ſay of him? But Paul ſaid ; ** Who is 
effcnded, and J burn not?” 2 Cor. i. 29. 


F 16. 


Tut conſequences of preaching the goſpel among 
the heathen were theſe, that ſome of them believed, 
and others believed not. That our Lord and Saviour, 
who was hanged on the croſs and ſlain, ſhould be riſen 
again and aſcended up into heaven, many could not at 
all reconcile this with their idcas, and therefore they 
conſidered it as a fooliſh ſaying. As little could they 
comprehend and find it conſiſtent with their notions, 
that they, through faith in this Jeſus, who was cruci- 
fied, and by no other way or means ſhoul.! obtain for- 
giveneſs of ſins, and life everlaſting. And when they 
heard of the reſurrection of the dead, they mocked, 
Acts xvii. 22, Felix the governor trembied as Paul 
reaſoned of righteouſneſs, temperance, and judgement 
to come, Acts xxiv. 25. but yet he received not the 
goſpel which he had heard of Paul, becauſe he loved 
fin. 

Many, however, received the goſpe! of Chriſt in faith 
and were baptized, When Philip pre2ch-d the goſpel 
of Jeius to the Ethiopian eunuch, a Man of great au- 
thority under queen Candace, aud he thereupon wiſh- 
ed to be baptized; Philip ſaid ; * It thou belicyeſt with 

| all 
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Al thine heart, thou mayeſt.” On his confeſhag ; 
* [ believe that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God,” he 
forthwith obtained holy baptiſm. The jailor at Phi- 
lippi, who at firſt drew his ſword and would have killed 
himſelf, and afterwards aſked trembling: What mutt 
I do to be ſaved ?” was anſwered by Paul, “ Believe 
on the Lord ſeſus Curiſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and 
thy houſe.” Upon this (which was about midnight) 
he ſpake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all 
that were in his houſe; and, believing in God, with 
all his houſe, he, and all bis, were baptized ſtraight- 
way the ſame night,” Acts xvi. 23, ſ4q., Thus the 
apoſtles as little delayed to baptize the Gentiles, when 
they believed in J-ſus, as they did the Jews, when they 
received the word with faith, as may be ſeen in Acts ii. 
For there Peter was preaching the goſp 1 of Chriſt to 
the Jcwe, aug t Id them freely, that they had, by 
wicked hands, crucified and flain Chriſt; and when 
they were pricked in th-ir h-art, and aſked, Men and 
brethren, what ſhall we do? He exhorted them to re- 
pent, and turn to Chiiſt, Then they that gladly re- 
ceived his word, were baptized; and the fame day there 
were added unio them about three thouſand fouls: 
obtaining the remiſſion of fins, and * the gift 
1 the Holy Ghol, 
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Non did the apoſtles ceaſe to give the believers far- 
ther inſtruction aſter baptiſm. Thus, e. g. Paul ſpent 
a Whole year with Barnabas, in teaching the church 
at Antioch, Acts ii 26, At Corinth he continued a 
year and ſix months, teaching the word of God among 
them, Acts xviii, 11. At Epheſus he ſeparated the 
diſciples, that is, the believers, and had meetings with 

them 
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them every day for the ſpace of two years, Acts xix. 
9, io. Where Paul himſelf could not tarry, or return 


again, there he left one or another of his fellow- 
labourers behind, or cauſed ſuch churches to be viſited 


dy them, that thus they might obtain farther inſtruc- 


tion. In his epiſtles, of which many are yet extant, 
and for which we thank God, he gave them alſo ex- 
cellent advice, reminding them partly of what they had 
heard of him, and partly explaining to them yet fur- 
ther, what he had begun to tell them of God, of his 
works, and of his will, Nay, he alſo made them ac- 
quainted with many paſlages of the ſcriptures of the 
Old- Teſtament, as appears by 1 Cor. x. and Gal. iii, 
Thus doing what our Saviour had commanded : “ Go 
ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt; . them to obſerve all things, whatſoever 
I bave commanded you,” Matt, xxviii. 19, 20, 
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Paul. likewiſe ordered, in all places where he had 
preached the goſpel, how the meetings of believers 


| ſhould and ought to be conducted. One may read what 


he wrote on thi: head to the Corinthians, in 1 Cor. xiv. 
Where not only Gentiles, but alſo Jews, had received, 

by faith, Chriſt crucificd as their Lord and daviour, he 
conſtituted one church of both, and maintained with 
greatenergy, that, according to the goſpel, the one was 
not to be preferred before the other. At the ſame time 
leaving to belie vers from among th Jews, who thought 
themſelves obl:igatcd to obſerve the law of Moſes, their 
full liberty in regard to the obſervance of certain days, 
or abſtinence from this and the other ſort of meats, 
But, as to believers from the Gentiles, Paul contended 


' witln 
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with the greateſt zeal againſt thoſe Jewe, who werg 
always endeavouring to compel others to be circum- 
Ciſcd, and to keep the law of Moſes with reſpect to 
certain days, meats, dreſs, and the like, Yet he every 
where earneſtly inſiſted on a ſtrict obſervation of what 
the ſynod had concluded upon in Acts xy. He more» 
over introduced into the churches the holy commu- 
nion, or the ſacrament of the body and blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt, declaring ; ** 1 have received of the Lord tha 
which I delivered unto you,” 1 Cor. xi. 23; ſhewing 
at the ſame time, how they were to behave in order to 
enjoy it with real benefit, x Cor. xi. 26, ſqq. He like« 
wiſe told them his mind reſpecting believers from 
among the Gentiles, how they ſhould conduct them - 
ſelves in regard to cloathing, and other matters be- 
longing to decency and good order, on amen 
ſiſtect. 
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Wurax Paul found, in any church, perſons wha 
had grace and gifts, he made them his helpers and fel. 
low-labourers, and then, being certified of the will of 
the Lord therein, he would appoint them to be elders, 
teachers and ſervants in the cburches, Acts xiv. 23, 
With ſuch helpers he took peculiar pains, as appears 
evidently from his diſcourſe to the elders of the church 
at Epbeſus, whither he had ſent for them tocome to him 
at Miletus. For there he faith : ** Remember, that by the 
ſpace of three years I ceaſed not to warn cugry one night and 
day with tears, Acts xx. 31. He alſo moſt earneſtly re- 
commended to them, to take heed unto themſelves, and 
to all the flock, and to feed the church of God, which 
he hath purchaſed with his own blood, Acts xx. 28, 
But wherever Paul could not perſonally make ſuch re- 
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lations, he committed them to one or another of hig 
fellow labourers, To this end he eſpecially made uſe 
of his dear Timothy and Titus, and' gave thoſe two 
brethren good inſtructions in his epittſes, what they 
bad neceſſarily to conſider, when they would ordain 
any-elders, biſhops and overſeers—theſe appellations 
meant at that time one and the faniething—or when 
they would appoint a ſervant of the-church, 1 Tim. 
iii. 4, (gg. and what they had particularly to recom- 


mend to them, 1 Tim. » 19, ſqq. He alſo ſhews what 


they were to obſerve reſpecting the female ſex, 1 Tim. 
v. 2, ſqq. and Jikewife how thry might make uſe of 

experienced women among their own ſex, Lit. ii. In- 
deed all the labour of the apoſtle on the believers from 
among the heathen tended to this; that the word of 
God migb. be taught ig purity ang clearneſs, and they 
might conformably to it, live holy, as the children af 
God. He therefore inſiſted on diſcipline and order 
among them, exhorting them not only not to eat with 
a man who called himſelf a brother, and yet lived in 
open works'of the fleſh, but io put fuch away from 
them, 1 Cor. v. 1, ſqq. Nor would he ſuffer any to 
po to the Lord's table, if he would not be frerd from 
things that were inconſiſtent with the word of God, 
and with the love of Gotl and of our neighbour : every 
one ſhould examine himſelf, and if any would not 
amend, he ought to ſtay away, 1 Cor. x. 16, ſqq. 
1 Cot. xi. 20, qq. for he that drew near to it unwor- 
thily, would thereby draw upon himſelf à judgement 
df God, and 2 — from the Gong; 1 Cor, Xi, 
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Wuar Paul declares to the elders of the church 
of Epheſus: Ye know, how I kept back nothing 
that was profitable unto you, but have ſhewed you, 
and have taught you publicly, and from houſe to 
houſe: for I have not ſhunned to declare unto you 
all the counſel of Cod; Acts xx. 20. and 27. This 
he uſed to do in all places. However he obſerved 
this differerice, that he gave to every one their due 
meat: to children, he gave milk, 1 Cor. iii. 2. and to 
others, ſtrong meat, Heb. v. 12. He alſo conſidered 
the circumſtances in which every one was, and it was 
the chief concern of Mis heart to impart to each, ſuit- 
able advice. To the maſters he told, how they were to be- 
have toward their ſervants and ſlaves; and to ſeryants and 
faves, how they wete to behave to their maſters accord- 
ing to the mind of Chriſt Jeſus. In ſhort, all and every 
one, whoever they were, whether children, young men, 
maidens, huſbands, wives, widowets, or widows, had 
their ſhare in the general inſtruction. But then what 
was to be ſaid to every one in particular, was alſo par- 
ticularly inculcated to him and others who were in the 
like cafe with him. As in the cMurches fome were ap- 
pointed to be overſeers and watchmen over others, ſa 
he informed both the one and the othef, what was ex- 
pected of them as children of God, And whereas, at 
that time, the chriſtian churches ſtood entirely under 
the goverfiment of heathen princes and magiſtrates, he 
exhorted them in particular to a conſcientious- and 
ſubmiſſive obedience toward them. At times he held 
viſitatioftis in the churches; and, when he could not 
attend in perſon, he would fend for this re one 
or another of his fellow labourers, 
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Heng I muſt ſtill take notice of ſundry other points. 
That God ſhould render the Gentiles partakers of the 
fame grace that was beſtowed on the Jews, was quite 
a new thing. And as the major part of the Jews de - 
ſpiſed the counſel of God concerning their ſalvation, 
and were themſelves on this account rejected; there- 
fore the heathen who believed in Jeſus were preferred 
before them, and became members of the_ body of 
Chriſt, that is, his church, Now Paul exhorts them 
not to be proud, or by any means to think them- 
ſelves better than the Jews. For if they did not pre- 
ferve this grace in humility, nor make a faithful uſe of 
it, they might be rejected in the ſame manner as the 
Jews were, Rom. xi. 16, ſqq. 

. The members of the churches, in the places where 
they lived, dwelling among the heathen, and their 
neareſt of kin ſti} continuing in Paganiſm; they were 
of courſe conſtatitly expoſed to ſuffer hurt in their 
fouls, Hence Paul exhorts them not to be unequally 
yoked with unbelievers, nor have any fellowſhip with 
chem; ' fer what communion hath light with darkneſs, 
ot what concord hath Chriſt with Belial ? 2 Cor, vi. 
I4, 15 

.T hat Paul, for the reſt, preached the goſpel gratis, 
in ſundry places, to the heathen, az e. g. at Epheſus, 
Corinth, Theffalonica, not making uſe of the liberty 
to receive his ſubſiſtence from them; which, however, 
had he done it, would not have been wrong: he ſeems 
to have done thus, merely in order :o be more exten- 
fively uſeful, He was glad that he could earn ſome- 
thing by bis work, and that the brethren in Macedonia 
fo kindly aſſiſted him by their miniſtration, 
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Tazrs were likewife people who rendered Paul's 
office difficult to him, by ſowing tares in the fields in 
which he had to labour. They pretended that Paul 
did not teach the people right, and depreciated both 
him and his labours. They would infinuate, that Pe- 
ter, John and James were the men who had heard Chriſt 
himſelf ; their doctrine was not like Paul's; they held 
circumciſion, and kept the law of Moſes. At the ſame 
time thoſe very people were ambitious to be confidered 
as apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt, and by this means cauſed no 
ſmall confufion in the churches of Chriſt which Paul, 
by the grace of God, had planted. They actually ſuc 
ceeded fo far, that ſundry churches, to their own detri- 
ment, forſook Paul. Such perſons Paul rebuked very 
ſharply in his epiſtles, calling them falſe apoſtles, dogs, 
evil workers, the conciſion, Phil. iii. 2, and faith 
„ would they were even cut off which trouble you, 
Gal. v. 12. Perhaps this was a fleſhly zeal? No, faith 
he, on a ſimilar occaſion, * but I am jealous over you 
with a godly jealouſy,” 2 Cor. xi. 2. Thefe circum- 
ſtances indeed obliged him to ſpeak much of himſelf, 
and to magnify his office, He was an apoſtle not of 
man, neither by man, but by Jeſus Chriſt, and God 
the Father, Gal. i. 1. Nor had he received that gof- 
pel, which he preached, of man; but by the revelation 
of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, That he was not leſs than 
the great apoſtles ; nay, he laboured more abundantly 
than they all; and had endured more ſtripes for Chriſt's 
ſake, than all of them, That his doQrine among the 
Gentiles was right and perfectly conſiftent with the 
deciſion of the general meeting at Jeruſaletn, Acts xv, 
That his churches, which he had planted by the goſ- 
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pel, were a proof of his apoſtleſhip, and that the Lord 
was with him, Hence it is clear that caſes may occur, 
when a ſervant of Jeſus is neceflitated to oppoſe with 
z2al the adverſaries of the truth, and when it is his in- 
cumbency to ſpeak of himſelf, according to truth, 
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PAUL was very faithful in his endeavours to preſerve 
the unity of ſpirit in the churches, recommending to 
them eſpecially : Endeavour to keep the unity of the 
ſpirit in the bond of peace,” Eph, iv. 3. The diver- 
ſities of gifts of the Spirit, which appeared in the con- 
gregations at the firſt beginnings of the church of 
Chriſt, Rom. xii. 6. 1 Cor. xii. 4, ſqq. occafioned 
at times miſunderſtandings. For one or another be- 
gan to be lifted up with them, and thus it happened, 
e. g. that ſome brethren ſpoke in the church in ſtrange 
languages, which none of the hearers underſtood, 
Herein Paul ſet them to rights, ſhewing how they 
were to conſider their gift», and that miracles were 
not meant for the ſake of believers, but of unbelievers, 
That they ſhould look upon themſelves as members of 
one body; and that if each acted according to his 
appointment, one ſcrving the other with that gift 
which he had received of God in love and ſimplicity, 
then the whole body would be benefited thereby, 
That for the reſt, no member was to exalt itſelf above 
the other; for that the one was always neceflary to 
the other; and the moſt unworthy in appearance might 
poſlibly at the ſame time be the moſt needful. It is 
Rill to be obſerved, that Paul never ceaſed to pray for 
the churches, and on the other hand recommended ta 
the churches to pray diligently for him, 
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Snovro I now proceed farther, and ſhow, from 
hiſtory, how it went with reſpect to the converſion 
of the Gentiles, ſince the times of the apoſtles to the 
preſent day; this would indeed be to me an agree» 
able, and, I hope, uſeful labour. But my preſent 
intention is only to ſay ſomething of the labour of 
the evangelical brethren among the heathen in gene- 
ral. In doing which I haye occaſionally referred 
partly to Dayid Crantz's Ancient and Modern Hiſtory 
of the Brethren, and the miſſions of the evangelical 
brethren, and partly to his Hiſtory of Greenland, and 
likewiſe to what Oldendorp ſaith in the Hiſtory of the 
Miſſion of the evangelical Brethren in St, T homas, 
St. Croix, and St. Jan 9. 

Whether we conſider what has already been done 
for many centuries relative to the converſion of the 
heathen, or whether we think of what might and 
vught yet to be done for the converſion of ſo many 
thouſands of them, that have not yet any knowledge 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, what the evangelical bre- 
thren have done among the heathen in our day, ap- 
pears but a very ſmall! matter. However, God, who 
looketh on men of low eſtate, and deſpiſeth not the 
poor and needy, hath of his mercy not left the ſervice 
of the brethren among the heathen without a bleſ- 
ling. Indeed many ſenſible and godly men have re- 
ceived with complacency the abovementioned accounts, 


\ * This Hiſtory, which was _oblithed 3 in German in the 
year 1777, and met with a very favourable reception from 
the public, is now tranſlating into Engliſh, 
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and many readers have peruſed them with edification 
and praiſed God for them. My view at preſent is 
only to ſhew the occafion of the brethren's labour 
among the heathen, and what fteps they have taken 
thereinz 1 will afterwards add ſomething about the 
brethren's method of preaching the goſpel among 
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SECTION 


SECTION SECOND. 


Or THE Occa510N or THE BatThrEx's Labork 
AMONG THE HEATHEN, AND OF THE STEPS 
AND MEASURES THEY TOOK THEREIN, 


9 25. 

HE congregation of the Brethren undertook the 
ſervice of the goſpel among the heathen without 
having any very extenſive views or intentions, 1 hey 
had heard of the laudable endeavours of the Keverend 
Mr. Egede to bring the natives of Greenland to the 
knowledge of Chrut; but were informed at the ſame 
time that the difficulties ariſing partly from that under- 
taking itſelf, and partiy from adventitious ciicumſtan- 
ces, might poliibly defeat the purpoſes of the à duous 
labours of that worthy man. They were, about the 
ſame time, male acquainted with the defire of a ne- 
groe, who having been baptized at Copenhagen, now 
ardently wiſhed that his fiſt:r, a ſlave in St, Thomas, 
might alfo be inſtructed in the way of life. The then 
warden of the congregatiun at Herrnhut, who had, 
according to the grace of God given him already in 
his younger days, maie a firm refolution to promote 
the miſhons among the heathen to the extent of his 
abilities, did not fail to recommend the abovemen- 

Honed objeRs in the ſtrongeſt terms, 
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[34] 
Upon this God moved_the hearts of two brethren .. 
to agree together before the Lord, that they would 
undertake a voyage to St. Thomas in order to acquaint 
the ſaid flave how ſhe might be ſaved through faith in 


 Chrit Jeſus: the Lord likewiſe made two other bre- 


thren willing to go to Greenland, Theſe brethren 
having, after mature deliberation and hearty prayers 
to God, obtained ſufficient clearne ſs in this matter, 
mentioned their deſign and purpoſe, by letters, to the 
congregation, However a whole year elapſed ere the 
congregation came to a reſolution to permit theſe bre- 
thren to go to St, Thomas and to Greenland. And 
thus they had ſufficient time to have changed their 
minds; but they kept to their firſt reſolution, On 
their ſetting-out, they were commended to the Lord, 
and to the word of his grace, with the aſſurance that 
their brethr-n would thank God, if they ſhould, by 
their walk and converſation, bring only one or ano» 
ther of their fellow-creatures to Chriſt *, 


9 26. 


Soo after this, another opnortunity offered to get 
amo g the heathin in the Weſt-Indies. The Lord- 
Ch mberliin de Pleſs of Copenhagen wiſhed to work 
ſome new ſug :r plantations in dt. Croix by negroe 
l ves; and to this end he applicd to the congregation 
at Herrahut to ſend ſome brethren that might have 
the inſpection over them. He thought thereby to 
do ſome good, and by means of the brethren to lead his 
poor ſlaves to the way of life. A conſiderable number 
of brethren ſoon offered themſelves, who, as this pro- 


dee David Crap tz's Hiftory of Greenland, vol, i. p- 38, 
ſqq. and Oidendorp' s Hiſtory of the Miſſions 1 in St. Thomas, 


Sc. vol. li. b. 1. 8 „ 
, poſal 
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poſal appeared very fair, were inclined to go to St. 
Croix, and take upon them the inſpection of thoſe 
Naves, But it was found in che ſequel, that the cit- 
cumſt ances connected with ſuch inſpection did not 
well ſuit with the ſervice of the goſpel, for which tea- 
ſon the brethren ſoon entirely relinquiſhed that mode 
of proceeding f. In the mean time other brethren 
came to St. Thomas, with the view of taking the beſt 
care they could of thoſe negroes who had been ſpoken 
with in love by the firſt brethren who had been there t ; 
and they arrived very ſeaſonably For God, remem- 
bering the prayers and tears of the former brethren for 
the ſalvation of the poor negroes ||, had, by his. good 
Spirit, ſtirred up in many negroes a deſire after the 
goſpel of Chriſt. Great numbers of theſe came in the 
evenings, after their labour was done, to the brethren, 
and received the inſtructions they gave them with 
thankful hearts. The goſpel approved itſelf to them 
as the power of God, and many were turned from 
darkneſs unto light, and from the power of ſatan unto 
God ; by which the brethren were ſo much encouraged 
as to ſpend day and night in preaching Chriſt, not 
only to adults, but alſo to childzen *. 


§ 27. 


Tux congregation of the brethren, being made ac- 
quainted with this divine bleſſing which attended 
the preaching in St. Thomas, thought themſelves 
; obliged to obtain for their brethren, whom our Loid 
Jeſus Chriſt owned fo graciouſly, an ordination that 


+ See Oldendorp's Hiflory of the Miſſion, vol. ii b. 1. 
+ 5 and 7, 2 Ibid. vol. ii. b. 2. F 1. | lhid. 
vol. it. b. 1. $6. * Ibid. vol. ii. b. 2. 5 . 
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might be valid alſo in the ſight of men. They ac» 
quainted Doctor Jablonſky, biſhop of the Bohemian 
and Moravian brethren, who was then firſt chaplain 
to the king of Pruſſia, with the aforeſaid eireumſtan- 
ces; and he, having previouſly conſulted with, and 
obtained the full conſent of his colleague, the Reve- 
rend Sitkovius, of Poliſh Liſſa, conſecrated the Mo- 
ravian brother David Nitſchmann, whom the brethren _ 
had choſen, to be a biſhop of the Brethren's church, with 
a view that he might confer ordination on the ſervants 
of Chi iſt labouring among the heathen *, Soon after 
this, Biſhop David Nitſchmann ſeat a written ordi- 
nation to brother Frederic Martin in St, Thomas. 
Fhe cauſe of this was, that David Nitfchman was at 
that time obliged to go on a viſitation to North- Ame» 
rica, and that Frederic Martin could not poſſibly 


leave his people, who were then burning with defire | 
tor the goſpel +, 


C 28. 


Uyor this, now one and then another nation of 
the heathen, was recommended to the ſervice of the 
Brethren in the goſpel. This called for their atten - 
tivn, and made them reſolve on the one hand, never 
ta go to any heathen without a call, in which the hand 


of God was evident to them; and on the other hand, 


never to refuſe any call among the heathen, in which 
they could percerve, the finger of the Lord, though 
they ſhould fee beforehand that fuch a call might 


endanger their lives, and be otherwiſe connected with 


* See David Crantz's Hiſtory of the Brethren, 5 63. 
P. 196, 
+ ce Oldendorp's Hiſtory of heMiſſon, vol. ii. b. 2. $6. 


many 
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many things very difficult to human nature; and this 
is actually their intention to this very hour. 

They had at the ſame time a well- grounded hope, 
that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, would always find 
out and prepare ſuch people, whom he might make uſe 
of in executing his thoughts of peace toward any hea- 
theniſh country or nation, This he hath alſo done 
hitherto in great mercy among the brethren's people. 
When.any body was wanted here or there among the 
heathen, he touched now the heart of this, and then of 
that brother, by his gracious operation, and encouraged 
and made them willing for that purpoſe. If any 
place could be ſuitably ſerved by brethren that were 
not brought up to ſtudy, but to a different way of life, 
the Lord ſuffered us not to want people who were wil- 
ling to that end. But whenever circumſtances re- 
quired a learned brother, God was alſo pleafed to ſtir 
up ſuch of this claſs, who heartily devoted themſelves 
to the ſervice of our Saviour among the heathen “. 

Often have I been aſtoniſhed at the willingneſs and 
deſire of the brethren for this ſervice, Having once 
made known an a prayer-day, at Bethlehem in North- 
America, that five perſons were departed this life in a 
very ſhort time at St. Thomas, where the difficulties 
of our brethren were then very great, not leſs than 
eight brethren voluntarily offered themſelves on that 
very day, to go thither and replace them, We have 
certainly cauſe to thank the Lord our Redeemer alone 
for this; eſpecially as the ſervice of the goſpel among 
the heathen is no eaſy matter. We lay it down, there- 


See David Crantz's Hiſtory of the Brethren, $ 267, 


P. 547+ 
See Oldendorp's Hiftory of the Miſes in St, Thomas, 


&c. vol, ii. b. 5. 5 1. 
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fore, as a maxim, never to perſuade, much leſs to urge 
any cne to go as a miſſionary among the heathen, 


8 _ 


AMoNG other heathen, whom the brethren were 
deſired to attend, were the negroes in South Carolina, 
who were employed in the cultivation of rice. A cer- 
tain Society in England thought themſelves obliged to 
ſend teachers to them, in order to reſcue them from 
their ignorance and fooliſhneſs, But before the bre- 
thren reſolved to appoint any one for this purpaſe, the 
then Archbiſhop of Canterbury (Potter) was aſked by 
a committee of the ſaid Society, what was his opinion 
of this matter? His anſwer was: That he had been 
long acquainted with the Moravian Brethren ; that he 
knew the brethren of Herrghut acknowledged the 
confeſſion of Augſburg, which was not contrary to the 
thirty-nine Articles of the Church of England, With 
regard to their conſtitution, he muſt confeſs, that the 
brethren had in that re ſpect ſomething preferable, aud 
the Brethren's Church was unqueſtionably to be con- 
ſidered as an apoſtolical and epiſcopal church; he was 
therefore of opinion that it would be well to let the 
Brethren go to preach the goſpel among the hea- 
then *. at ä 

Thereupon two brethren ad!ually went over to Ca- 
rolina, and made an attempt among the negroes there z 
but not finding any entrance with them, after ſome 
time, they gave it up again +, 


® See Acta Fratrum Unitatis in Anglia, Report, p. 7+ 
+ See Craniz's Hiſtory of the Brethren, 5 73, P. 115+ 
& 81, P · 229. 8 82, re 229. 
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Cen DE Stor nooidvelgainance with di. 
vers gentlemen in Holland, and elſewhere, gave riſe tio 
various other attempts of this kind. And among others 
the voyages of the brethren to C-ylon among the Cin- 
alete, to the Cape among the Hottentots, to Surinam 
and Berbice among. the Aravacks, Warauen, &e. to 
Guinea among the Africans,” to New-York among the 
Mahikariders, &c. * deſerve w be mentioned. It is 
not my intention here to ſpeak diffuſiyely of whit they 
ſuffered, and how many lo? their lives in fo doing; 
for after all it is mere grace when we are counted 
worthy of ſuffering for the ſake of Jeſus, whom we 
ſerve, But it may be eaſily conceived that the bre- 
thren, by means of theſe attempts, got much better 
acquainted with thoſe things that oppoſe their labours 
among the heathen. And to fay ſomething of this, is 
perf:Aly conſiſtent with the intention of this treatiſe, 
The brethren, in the firſt place, perceived that thoſe 
ſocieties that were eſtabliſhed for furthering the con- 
veriion of the heath-n, were a little apprehenſive leſt 
th-y, the brethren, ſhould obſtruct ſomehow or other 
their miſſions ; which thought could not be productive 
of any good conſequences. For this very reaſon the 
brethren renewed their determination, to go in prefe- 
rence to ſuch heathen, who as yet had never had Chriſt 
Jeſus preached unto them, and had ng miſnonarieg 
among them. But ſhould they be called to ſuch hea- 
then among whom other miſſionaries had laboured be- 


* See Crantz's Hiſtory of the Brethren—of Ceylon, 5 80, 
-——of the Cape, 9 79.— and f. of Berbice, 5 90.—of Suri · 
name, 5 62, &c of Guinea, $ 79.—aud f. of the Mahi- 
kaoders, 991, and f. 
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ſore them; yet it was their fixed reſolution not to 
preach to thoſe ſouls, who were already under the 
care of others, and till Jeſs to draw them off and 
bring them over to themſelves, The mind of the 
brethren concerning this and ſundry other points, 
of which we ſhall ſtill fay ſomething more, is to 
be found in a piece which the evangelical brethren 

printed ſeparately in 1740, concerning their preſent and 
future labours among the Indians, flaves and other 
heathen, and which was afterwards inſerted in the Bu- 

dingen Collections, vol. i. p. 182, &c, See likewiſe 
Crantz's Hiſtory of the Brethren, 5 281, p. 576, &c. 


§ 31. 


Tux brethren obſerved, ſecondly, that the divifions 
of Chriſtendom in ſo many partics, made no favourable 
impreſſion on the heathen. For if they hear one party 
affirm, we are the tiue church, and whoever would be 
ſaved, muſt join with us, and that the ſecond, third 
and fourth parties maintain the ſame concerning them- 
ſelves; then they ſay: how can we know or judge 
which party among you is in the right; do you agree 
firſt among yourſelves, Thus it happened by the 
grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that the brethren firmly 
reſolved, to be neither for nor againſt this or the other 
party, but ſimply to preach Chriſt *, And experience 
hath ſhewn, that our Lord and Saviour graciouſly 

; ewned and bleſſed this method among the heathen, 


* See Oldendorp's Hiſtory ef the Miſſon in St. Thomas, 
Ec. vol. ii. b. 4. 5 1. | 
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- AwvOTHER hindrance to the preaching of the goſ- 
bel among the heathen, aroſe in the European planters 
and merchants, from a fear and concern left it ſhould 
hurt their commerce if the heathen were made wiſer, 
and even learned to. read and write. Nor: were the 
gentlemen in the Weſt-Indies without concern, leſt 
their lives ſhould be endangered, if the negroes; by 
dint of inſtruction, ſhould. get more underſtanding. 
Being once in St Thomas, one of them ſaid to me: 
Only conſider whether that is proper. If we calculate 
the number of negroes in this iſland; we fhall always 
find a hundred bf them to one white man, No if 
thoſe are made wiſer, how can we be ſafe? Others had 
likewiſe ſcruples on account of the heathen who are 
quite free in their country, though under the authority 
of this or the other chriſtian king or lord whether, on 


being made wiſer, they might not withdraw from them. 


It cannot be denied but that there is reaſon in ſuch 
conjectures z this induced the brethren in their labour 
among the heathen to lay down the N invaria- 
ble principles. Namely, a 
1. In our labour among the heathen, we will par- 
ticularly endeavour, that they become converted to 
Chriſt Jeſus with all their heart. This being the caſey 
they not only become wiſer, but alſo better; then we 
ſhall have no nced to fear that the fame will occur, 
which happens to people who take in ſomething of the 
doctrine of Jeſus with rlie-headg but whoſe hearts re- 
main void and deſlitute of that godlineſs which is in 


Chtiſt Jeſus, ſuch are indeed dad people. Many 
years experience has inconteſtably confirmed us in 


theſe ideas; and we are firmly perſuaded, that it is not 
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[42] 
our call to aim any where at national converſions, or 
to introduce the chriftian religion among whole na- 
tions. f 

2. We will conſider it as our duty, that our miſſio 
naries among the heathen, are not to interfere with the 
commerce between them and the merchants, which 
ought never to be difturbed by us, or any fault of 
ours, Nay, we will faithfully inculcate to the hea- 
then who belong to us, that they muſt in their dealings 
avoid all fraud and deceit, (which are otherwiſe ſo pe- 
euliar to the heathen), and that they ſhall approve 
themſelves honeſt and upright in all reſpects. 

3. We will never omit diligently to ſet before the 
negroe faves the doctrines which the apoſtles preached 
to ſervants, Servants in thoſe days were almoſt univer- 
fally ſlaves. We will put them in mind that it is not by 
chance, but it is of God, that one man isa maſter and ano- 
ther a ſtave, and that therefore they ought to acquieſce 
with the ways of God; nay, that their ſervice, if done 
with all faithfuln:ſs for the ſake of Jeſus, is looked 
upon as though they were ſerving our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
This we have indeed done hitherto, and, God be praifſ- 
ed, with good effect ®, 

4. We will frequently remind the heathen of what 
Paul ſaith: ** Let every foul be ſubjeR to the higher 
powers; for there is no power but of God; the powers 
that be, are ordained of God, 


$ 33 


Tux cuſfom of making a flave free, as ſoon as he is 
baptized, which, in ſome countries, is grounded on 
certain Jaws, has alfo proved a principal hindrance to 


* See Oldendorpꝰs Hiſtory of the Miſſion, &c, vol, ii. b. 
5 $1. b. 4. & 4&% 5. 


the 


[43] 
the preaching of the goſpel among the heathen . For 
if a maſter, who knew this, muſt think : how ſhall I 
manage, if I muſt declare all my flaves free, who are 
converted to chriftianity? He could naturally not 
wiſh that his negroes might be converted. 

This hath given the brethren occafion to confider 
this matter according to the ſcriptures, and the exam · 
ple of the apoſtles. In the apoſtolic congregations 
ſome brethren were maſters, and others were flaves ; 
which is evident from tke exhortations, which on the 
one. hand were given to maſters, and on the other hand 
to ſlaves. But we find no where that the apoſtles com- 
manded the maſters to emancipate their flaves, Nay, 
when Oneſimus was rua away from his maſter, and 
afterwards, through the ſervice of Paul, became con- 
verted to Chriſt ; Paul ſeat him again to his maſter 
Philemon, and cordially interceeded for him. This 
is likewiſe the mind of the brethren with regard to the 
flavesz for we ſhould not deem ourſelves juſtifiable to 


act otherwiſe herein, W 
did. 


9834. 


Tu x prineipal hindrance to the propagation of the 
goſpel lies in the heathen themſelves. The brethren 
have to deal with two ſorts of heathen. The one ſort 
are ufually called ſavages, and theſe live in boundleſs 
liberty. To the other fort we reckon the negroes, theſe 
are under ſo hard a yoke, and ſuch bitter thraldom, 
that one can ſcarcely think of them without compaſ- 


I mean not to deny here that there are alſo other cauſes, | 
which were impediments to the converſion of the * of 
boch ſexes, which are by no means cmmendable. 
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ſion. Different as theſe two "ſorts of heathen are, 
with regard to their education, -way of life, manner of 
thinking, cuſtoms, andother circumſtances; yet they are 
perfectly alike in being to the higheſt degree corrupted, 
And what is ſaid in holy writ: concerning the heathea 
($ 3-7 is equally applicable to both of the aforemen- 
tioned ſorts of heathen. "To the depravity in body and 
ſoul, which:they have in common with ail men, muft 
be added the moſt abominable crimes propagated amongſt 
them. To theſe we may reckon their horrible idola- 
tries, forceries, poiſonings, and inhuman cruelties. 

Notwithftanding all this, one likewiſe finds among 
them divers things, which in them{c!ves are not to be 
rejected. Certain abominable things, which occur 
among ſuch as are called chriſtians, (though they are 
far from defcrving this name) are not to be found even 
among the heathen.” In their common talk they are 
ſrequcutly ſo ſenſrble, that you cannot object to it. 
Many of their addions ate of ſuch a nature, as io be in 
themſelves unblamcable, ſo that many who profeſs the 
dectrine of Chriſt without acting conformably to it, 
muſt be put to ſhame by them, Neither is this to be 
wondered at, For if God hath given over the heathen, 


who knew there was a God who had made all things, but 


neither honoured nor ſerved him, to fuch groſs errors 
and to ſuch abominable-crimes, by way of puniſhment, 
as appears from & 3: What can thoſe men otherwiſe 
expect, who know from the bible that God bath given 
up to death for them his only begotten Son, and that 
Chriſt, who was made an offering for them upon the 
groſs, in order to redeem them from the miſery of fit 
and from the power of ſatan, can and will make them 
everfaſtingly happy, an! WO yet rej ject this grace, be- 


cauſe thy love darknefs rather than tight? They ſurel 


wil be more ſeverely — wich errors, fooliſh- 
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neſſes ant Tins, than the dans for ny yonweds . | 
more guilt: * the hag Fo 


§ 35. 


Bur what advice can be: given the brethret, who 
go among the heathen, under ſuch circumſtances ? 
The firſt thing is, that they ſhould not be ſo terrified 
by the inhuman wickedneſs prevailing among the: hea> 
then, as to give up their hopes in labouring among 
them, Fot Chriſt hath taſted death for all, and he is 
the propitiation for our ſins, and not for outs only, but 
alſo. for the ſias of the whole world, He hath ſhed his 
blood for the heathen alſo; they are bought with a 
price, God ſpake by the prophets already in the Old 
Teſtament, giving the moſt precious promiſes to the 
heathen, that they ſhould be joint heirs of his kinge 
dom, (5 6.) Our Lord Jeſus declared to the Jews, 
not only by parables, but by expreſs words, that: the 
kingdom of God ſhauld'be taken from them, and given 
unto the Gentiles, (Y8 ) He ſent forth his diſciples to 
_ preach the gofpel to ail the heathen, and to declare to 
them that, through faith, they ſhould obtain forgive- 
neſs of ſins a eternal life, ($ 9-) The apoſtles did 
this, and eſpecially Paul, (F 40.) and thus the moſt 
glorious. Churches were formed from among the hea- 
then, who received the goſpel by faith, as e g at Rome, 
Corinth, Epheſus, Philippi, &c. We ourſelves have 
frequently ſeen in our days, according to the grace of 
God that was with us, ſome of the moſt impious hea» 
then, that were really an abomination, become; dear 
children of God. For the goſpel is the power of God 
unto ſalvation to all them that believe, A witneſs of 
the truth, therefore, and of che goſpel, who hath been 
called by Jeſus Chriſt to labour * the heathen, 

can, 
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ean, and ſhould indeed, begin his work with pleaſure ; 
he ſurely will not labour in vain. For God will have 
all men to be ſaved, and to come unto the knowledge 
of the truth. 


* C 36. [ 


Or the dthes hand, the brethren ſhould take cafe 
not to be deceived by appearances, as though the bea- 
then were klready good fort of people. What though 
a heathen may not do this or the other evil, and doth 
yet commit a hundred other things that are equally 
bad; can it be ſaid that fuch an one is on the way of 
life ? Our Saviour faith: ©* A good tree cannot bring 
forth evil fruit.“ Or if an heathen ſpeaks a ſenſible word 
now and then, or does this or that which in itſelf is 
not bad, but laudable and good; yet in all other things, 
which man ought to do according to the will of God, 
he abfolutely falls fhort; can it therefore be ſaid, that 
that man is on the right way? If a man be of aFan- 
guine diſpoſition, and compaſſionate towards them that 
are in diftreſs, it is ſo far good, But if the ſame per- 
fon ſpends his life, openly or privately, in rioting and 
drunkenneſs, in fornication and uncleannefs, and in 
other caſes lies and cheats; can he be called a virtuous 
man? It muft moreover be conſidered from what mo- 
tive ſuch things are done; for whatever doth not ſpring 
from the love of God and the love of one's neighbour, 
though it be uſeful to others and not wrong in itſelf, 
yet it doth not prove much in favour of him that doeth 
it. I will illuff rate this by an inſtance. The northern 
Indians are very hoſpitable; and if ſome one happens 
to come into their hut, they will ſhare the laſt morſe! 
with him. This in itſelf is very well. But whenc 


comes it? The Indians are yery reyengefal, and retain 
their 
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their wrath a long while, nay they will propagate it to 
their children's children, Now if an Indian be hun- 
gry, and another ſhould refuſe to give him to eat of 
what he hath, that man will bear him malice; and 
if he, after ten years or more, can deſtroy him by poi- 
ſon, or in any other manner, he will be ſure to do it, 
The Indians are afraid of this, and this fear compels 
them to be hoſpitable. They will likewiſe take care 
not to wrong others; being apprehenſive of the ven- 
geance of others, which they know they cannot eſcape. 
Of thir a fingular inſtance came to my knowledge. 
An Indian widow, who had a little boy, married a ſe- 
cond huſband, who uſed her ill, nor did by her what 
he ought to have done. Now the fon, being grown 
up, ſaid to his father-in law, Why didſt thou uſe my 
mother ſo ill? and killed him on the ſpot. This there- 
fore is the reaſon, why parents let their children have 
their owa will in all things; becauſe they are afraid, 
leſt the children, when grown up, would take revenge 
on them. 
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Tus thoſe heathen, who in ſome reſpects are 
become moral, muſt by the goſpel be brought to Je- 
ſus Chriſt, even as well as thoſe who are totally de- 
ſtitute of any morality, He alone can ſave both the 
one and the other from their ſins, and deliver them 
from the power of darkneſs. But our brethren have 
alfo, in the third place, this to obſerve among the hea- 
then, viz. to examine with all faithfulneſs and patience, 
whether the Holy Spirit has begun his work in one or 


the other, For when a ſoul is prepared by his grace, and 


e tains ſome clearnefs of his divine truth, then one may 
ſp ik freely to ſuch an one, and ane finds open ears: 
| | For 
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For the converſion of the heathen is the work of God: 
He delivers them from the power of darkneſs, and 
tranſlates them into the kingdom of his dear Son, 
Wherever the brethren find an entrance with the goſ- 
pel among the heathen, there they are by God's grace 
already prepared to receive it, Hence we have inſtances 
that heathen have prayed to God to ſend them one that 
might ſhew them the way of life; and when a brother 
came and preached the goſpel to them, they conſidered 
it as a proof that their prayers were heard, and became 
obedient to it with joy, See David Crantz's r 
of the Brethren, § 259. p. 534. 
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SATAN, being ever employed to hinder all that is 
good, wherever he can, it may be eaſily imagined that 
he would not be idle in endeavouring to ſtem the courſe 
of the goſpel among the heathen. For he is the ſpirit 
that now worketh in the children of diſobedience, that 
is, in men who live not in the faith of the Son of God, 
Eph. ii. 2. and the heathen are under his power and 
dominion, Acts xxvi. 18, Hence he is called the God 
of this world, who hath blinded the eyes of them which 
believe not, leſt the light of the glorious goſpel of 
Chriſt ſhould ſhine. unto them, 2 Cur. iv. 4. 

Moſt of the beathen, with whom we are become ac- 
quainted, have a knowledge of ſatan, and take him to 
be the author of evil. When they are in perplexity, 
and are afraid of him, they have recourſe to prayers, 
and even make offerings to him, that be may not hurt 
them. .The worſt is, that the words of our Saviour, 
which he ſpake to the Jews, are cqually applicable to 
the heathen, ©* Ye are of your father the devil, and the 
luſts of your father ye will do,” John viii. 444 

| Satan 
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Satan Kath alſo his peculiar ſervants among the hea- 
then. Theſe generally act like Elymas the ſorceter, 
who, as a child of the devil, was full of all ſubtilty and 
all miſchief, an enemy of all righteouſneſs, who ceaſed 
not to pervert the right ways of the Lord, Acts xiii. 8, 
ſqq. Such labour inceſſantly to oppoſe the ſervants 
of Chriſt who preach the goſpel among the heathen, 
Of which a particular inſtance is to be found in Crantz's 
Hiſtory. of the Brethren, § 166, p. 383, § 283, p. 590, 
&c. 

What is to be done in this caſe? | 

1. Whoever continually obſcrves the words of John, 
« Little children, abide in him, the Saviour,” 1 John 
ii. 28. will walk ſecurely, Believers are called in the 
ſcriptures doves, lambs, ſheep, children: How could 
theſe, if it depended on them, ſtand againſt ſatan ? But 
if we abide in Jeſus, and if he be with us, no enemy 
can prevail againſt us. Though he may cauſe us much 
tribulation, as appears plainly from Rev. ii. 10. 

2. As ſatan is to be overcome by the blood of the 
Lamb, and by the word of their teſtimony, Rev. xii, 11. 
the ſervants of Jeſus take this for their weapons, Eph, 
vi. 10, ſqq. Thus they win the field, and the God of 
peace himſelf bruiſes ſatan under their feet, Rom, 
xvi. 20, 

3+ If they perſevere in prayer and ſupplication be- 
fore God, and ſimply pour out their complaints at his 
feet, then Mall they draw out of the ocean of his grace 
as much as they can wiſh, And the enemy ſhall not 
be able to keep back one ſoul that would fain be deli- 
vered from the yoke of ſatan, and for this cauſe applies, 
looks to, and calls upon the Lord, 
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As the brethren prefer going to thoſe heathen, who 
ne vet before had any miſhonaries among them, ſee F 30. 
they conſequently meet with more difficulties than uſual 
in learning their language. For among thoſe heathen, 
who know nothing of reading or writing, one cannot. 
meet with any books or writings, which might help. 
to make the learning of a language eaſy. They are 
oblized therefore to ſhew this and the other thing to 
the heathen, if they want to ſpeak with them, to obſerve 
well the name that they hear and write it down, and 
thus become acquainted with it, Reducing,.in proceſs 
of time, all this into alphabetical order, it forms a lit- 
tle dictionary. And when they have properly noted 
down the words which belong to the connection of 
ſpeech, and which denote this or that action; they then 
form, perhaps, a little grammar of that language, By 
and by they pereeive, that the heathen want words to 
expreſs this or the other thing, with which they are 
either not acquainted, or have never before thought of, 
They then furniſh. them with new words, or elſe the 
heathen perhaps invent fome ®, 

All this is a tedious affiir, but not without its uſe. 
fulneſs 1. As long as the brethren cannot yet ſpeak, 
they teach by example. The heathen look at them 
while at work, and get an impreſſion of them, as of a 


® See Crantz's Hiſtory of Greenland, vol. ii, b. 8, f 4, 
9. 236. and m s Hiſtory of the Miſſton in St. Iho- 
mas, &c. &c. vol. ii. b. 5, 8 1. 

+ See, e. g, uhat i: mentioned to have occurred to the 
brethren among the Arawacks in Berbice, Craniz? s Hiſtory. 

of the Brethren, p. 307. & 168; 


good, 
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good, and outwardly uſeful people: whereas in gene- 
ral they have not the beſt impreon of the chriſtians, 
which may perhaps be the fault of many people, who 
trade with them, 

Now the heathen, finding that the brethren (eek not 
their own, but the good of their ſouls; this removes 
an apprehenſion, which-eefily ariſes in them, when they 
have to do with Europeans. That the brethren occa- 
fionally yield them, according to chriſtian love, various 
little ſervices, is ſo far right. Only they muſt beware 
of giving the ſmalleſt occaſton to a ſurmiſe, as though 
. they wanted to bring the beathen over to their way of 
thinking by dint of preſents, For that would be at- 
tended with evil conſequences, The time of waiting 
ſerves mean while this good purpoſe, that.the brethren 
may watch in filence, (which is very neceſſary) to ſee 
whether there be here or there a perſon, whom God 
himſelf is preparing, by his grace, to hear and receive 
a word concerning Chriſt Jefus, and of our ſalvation 
in him. 
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Tod all the difficulties I have mentioned, to- 
gether with the expences of the voyages of the bre- 
thren, and their needful ſupport, might well have diſ- 
couraged them in their undertakings among the hea- 
then; yet this was not the caſe. Through God's 
grace, they rather hecame more confident, in hopes, 
that God our Saviour, who well knew that they had 
undertaken this work in ſingleneſs of heart and entirely. 
for his ſake, would ſurely aſſiſt them. Though oppoſi- 
tion was, according to the ſtate of the times in which 
we live, in ſome reſpects unavoidable: yet they truſted 
the Lord himſelf would clear up ſo much the more their 

| G 2 diſ- 
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diſintereſted intentions. They thought, if he only be 
with us in m«rcy, and bleſs our labours; we ſhall judgg 
ourſelves \ufficiently rewarded for all our pains. 

I muſt, however, obſerve, that the brethreg did not 
in the beginning expect, that ſo many heathen would 
be converted through their poor ſervice, T hey could 
not tel!, whether the time was already come, when the 
multitude of the Gentiles ſhould come to Chriſt, and 
ſeek their ſalvation and deliverance by him; They 
only aimed therefore at bringing ſome few ſouls upon 
the way of life, and, through his gracious affiſtance, 
to preſerve them therein “. And hearing that ſo many 
were baptized at once in St. | homas, their then war- 
den, Count de Zinzendorf, was. apprehenſive leſt the 
labour of the brethren on the ſ-uls of the heathen 
ſhould not have a ſufficient foundation. Ile therefore 
did. every thing that lay in his power to bring it 0 
paſs that only few might be gathered, but that thoſe 
few might be particularly well attended to. But in 
proceſs of t me other brethren, and eſpecially biſhop Jo- 
hennes de Watte-ville, thought it was not tor us to li- 
mit the grace of our Lord qelus Chriſt, and the courſe 
of the golpel: for, if the Saviour was with us, one 
might thoroughly and ſucceſsſully labour alſo upon 
many. This matter having been maturely weighed at 
a ſynod in the preſence of the Lord, the thought way 
found"to be well grounded, namely, that, according to 
the ſaying of Je us in Mart. x11. 47, 199, we were not 
to confine ourſelves to a few only, From that time the 
work was carried on with more alacrity, and more and 
more were added to thoſe that were gained by the goſ- 
pel ; yet it mult be preſuppoſed that all and every one 


See Crantz's Hiſtory of the Brethren, $ 103. p. 268. 
:pd Oldendorp' s Hiſtory of the Miſſion in St, Thomas, &c, 
vol, il. d. 3. 5 12. | 
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in particular were to be carefully attended to by the 
brethren according to the beſt of their ability * 

Signs and wonders, and extraordinary gifts, are not 
to be found among the brethren; and whoever would 
ſtrive to obtain theſe, may find his leſſon in the words 
of Paul: And yet ſhew | unto e ge excellent 
way — Follow after charity,” 1 Cor, Xii. 31, to chap, 
xiv. 1, We thank God our Saviour, who gives our 
brethren patience to wait for the right time, when 
his bleſſing ſhall appear, In Surinam and Berbice, 
e. g. they waited twelve years, before they ſaw 
any fruits of their labours, prayers and tears: but 
their hope was not in vain. The brethren in 
Nancavery, one of the Nicobar iſlands, have been 
ſtationed there under heavy ſickneſſes, great danger of 
their lives, and many hard circumſtances, for a conſi- 
derable time; yet they deſire not to go away from 
thence; but, on the contrary, beg that we would not 
be weary in hope. May our Lord Jeſus Chriſt re- 
member them in mercy, and grant them yet to ſee their 
joy in the heathen there, who are corrupt in the high- 
eſt degree +. | 
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Ir it be aſked how the ſervice and concerns of the 
miſſions are cared for; I will relate in few words, 
how it uſed to be formerly, and how it is at preſent in 
this reſpect. As long as Count de Zinzendorf was 
the Ordinary of the Brethren's congregations, he took 
faithful care of the miſſions, in conjunction with thoſe 


„See Oldendorp's Hiſtory of the Miihon in St. Thomas, 


Ee. vol. ii. b. 3. $9. 
+ See Crantz's Hiſtory of the Brethren, $ 239 and 301. 


It is to be obſerved, that this miſſion of the Brethren has 


þeen ia this preſent year given up, 
brethren 
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brethren who were his immediate aſſiſtants. At preſent 
the labour of the b'ethren among the heathen is car» 
ried on under the adminiſtration of the direction of the 
Unity, which conſiſts of a council choſen by all the 
members of the ſynod of the brethren, and conhrmed 
by the Lord, of a larger or ſmaller number of perſons, 
and uſually denominated the Elders Conference of the 
Unity, If any propoſals are made for this or the other 
miſſion among the heathen, they are taken into conſi- 
deration by the Elders Conference of the Unity, and 
are either accepted, laid aſide, or referred to a future 
period, Does any one offer himſelf to them for the 
ſervice of the goſpel among the heathen ; they com- 
municate thereupon with the Elders Conference of 
that congregation, of which he is a member, And if 
there is no particular ſcruple on his account, he is then 
recommended to the Elders Conference of that con- 
gregation to which he belongs, as a candidate for the 
heathen miſſion, If he is actually to ſet out on the 
journey to the heathen, he obtains his call and inſtrue- 
tion from the Elbers Conference of the Unity, and is 
diſmiſſed with their bleſſing. If any miſſionaries are 
di'patched by this or the other Brethren's congrega- 
tion, „t is always done by commiſſion from the Unity's 
Eis Conference. 
4 he quritions and reports of the brethren belonging 
do e miſhons, are add reſſed to the Elders Conference 
of ihe Uuity, who anſwer them from time to time. 
3 iy likowite conlider of and adyiſe the needful diſ- 
Nea aid regulations of every miſſion jointly with 
ths nvihongaries. Shculd a viſitation be deemed negd- 
ſal ir this or the other miſſion, the Elders Conference 
©: (ze Unity nominates a viſitor, and then, according 
0 the cicumſtances of the miſſion, duly concerts and 
centers with him. They likewiſe keep up a hearty 
connexion 
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ſcennerion between the brethren on miſſions and the 
drethren's congregations, from whom they went forth 
among the heathen, For as they communicate to the 
congregations the reports that come in from the mif- 
ſions, in order that they might take ſhare therein; fo 
the miſſionaries are likewiſe furniſhed with accounts 
from the congregations, And thus they may mutually 
and interchangeably make for each other, ſupplications, 


prayers, interceſſions and giving of thanks before God ®, 


* In one of our litanies, which is prayed on Sunday 
morning ia the Brethren's congregations, we always think 
of our preſent miſſions among the heathen in the following 
words : 

Thou Light and Conſolation of all the Gent:les “ 

Watch over thy meſſengers both by land and ſea; 

Accompany the word of their teſtimony, concerning thy 
blood, with ſpirit and fire; 

Bleſs our congregations gathered from among the hea- 
then; 

Preſerve them as the apple of thine eye. 


From ſatan's vile temptations } 
And lying accuſations : 
Preſerve them, gracious Lord, our God ! 


As thou haſt viſited the Negroes, Greenlanders, Indians 
and Eſquimaux, ſo viſit all other heathen ; 
Hear us, O dear Lord and God ! 


Chor. O praiſe the Lord, all ye heathen : 
Cong. Praiſe him, all ye nations! 


Indeed every individual is alfo uſed to think of this in particu» 
lar in his private prayers, On the congregation-days, which 
are held once 1n four weeks, we uſually read ſome accounts 
and reports of the miſſions, and this reminds our brethren 
and fiſters at the ſame time, how neceſſary it is to make in- 
terceſſion for them. But this is done in a particular man- 
ner on Epiphany, or the Heathen-Feſtival. 17 
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Tf the miſſions require a ſupply of brethren and ſiſters; 
or a change be deemed neceffary among the brethren and 
ſiſters there; this is, as well as the other, cared for by 
the Elders Conference of the Brethren's Unity, Should 
circumſtances require that the magiltrates, under whom 
the miſſions are placed, are to be applied to; the El- 
ders Conference of the Unity ſerves them herein ac- 
cording to their ability. For the reſt they are careſul 
that all may be conducted honeſtly among the miſſions, 
not only beſore God, but alſo before men, and are al- 
ways ready to adviſe and aſſiſt wherever they can, 
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Bor how are the expences defrayed, which are un- 
avoicablc with the miflions? Till the year 1741, the 
late Count Zinzendorf and his conſort had to care 
for all, And whoever ſhould give them the teſtimony 
that they acted herein not only according to their abi- 
lity, but beyond it, ſuch an one will be found to [peak 
the truth before God and man. A ſociety of ſundry 
friends and brethren in Amſterdam, undertook many 
requiſite expences of the miſſions; but after a few years 
a miſunderſtanding happened, and then it ceaſed en- 
tirely. In 1741, at a ſynod held in London, a deacon 
was nominated, to whom much was committed; and 
amongſt other things, he had to ſerve and care for the 
miſſions. In the ſame year a ſociety of brethren for 
the furtherance of the goſpe] among the heathen was 
ſettled in London. But the deacon and his aſſiſtants, 
finding the incumbency of the heathen miſſions too 
extenſive, and the London ſociety of brethren (per- 
haps without their own fault) having become totally 
inactive, it was neceſſary to think of other means. 


Thus, for the ſupport of the miſſions, ſeparate diaconies 
| Were 
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were appointed in the Unity, which have continued to 
this day. 

And now I proceed to relate how this is at preſent, 
In the. ſynod at Barby in 1775, four brethren- were 
choſen, by the collefive members of the ſynod, and 
.confrmed by the Lord; theſe, under the name of 
the Deputation of the Diacony of the Heathen Mif- 
ſions, have the commiſſion (ſubj: ct however to the in- 
ſpection of the Unity's Elders Conference) to care for 
the miſſions. Theſe brethten are of courſe in con- 
ſtant, cordial and brotherly communication with the 
Elders Conference of the Unity; nor do the latter 
ever undertake any thing in matters relative to che 
heathen miſhons without the concurrence of the for- 
mer *. All the brethren's congregations take ſhare in 
the miſſions, and the members of them give, twice in 
the year, what every one thinks proper, with ſuch 
heartineſs, that we have great reaſon to thank the 
Lord for it. Brethren and friends, who do not reſide 
in the Brethren's congregations, take plcaſure alſo, of 
their own free will, to contribute ſomething to the 
ſupport of the miſhons. The whole of this the Da- 
putation of the Diacony of the Heathen Miſſions re- 
ccives and diſburſes it for the neceſſaries of thoſe bre- 
thren and ſiſters that are either going to, or live already 
-among the heathen, The neceſſary and expenſive cor- 
reſpondence with the miſſions is likewiſe defrayed 
from this collection. We are alſo frequently obliged 
to help the byethren not only to a habitation for them- 
ſelves, but alſo to churches and meeting-houſes, Add 


* The Brethren's Society in London for the furtherance 
of the goſpel among the heathen, had alrready been renewed 


again in 1768, Sev Appendix La. A, and Crantz's _ 
of the Brethren, § 280, p. $75» &c, 
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to thefe, the caring for the widows, as alſo for the 
children, whoſe parents are among the heathen, in the 


- Unity's œconomies. 


I paſs over the misfortunes, e. g. when the churches, 


as well as the dwelling- houſes of the brethren, are 
deſſroyed by hurricanes, or when (as in time of war) 
all things become conſiderably dearcr than uſual “. 
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Dots any one aſk: But is that, which the Depu- 


ta ion of the Diacony for the heathen miſſions receives 
by kind and willing contributions, ſufficient for all the 


expences? We anſwer: It would never be ſufficient, 
it every thing that is abſolutely neceſſary for the bie- 
thren and ſiſters in all the miſſions were to be ſup- 
plicd out of it. And it would be ſtill leſs ſuficient 
if the brethren, who belong to the miſſion, were to re- 
ceive ſalaries from it; But not one of them accepts 
any ſalary; and he knows before hand, ere he goes to 


the heathen, that he is not to expect any. The bre- 


thren and fiſters belonging to one miſſion have a com- 


mon houſekeeping, and, wherever it is practicable, 
they endeavour, as much as poſſible, to earn their live- 
likood by the work of their hands, or at leaſt to eaſe 


the expence thereof as well as they can f. Thus we 
can praiſe and thank God, who hath hitherto helped 
us in mercy, and we have that filial confidence in him, 
that he will farther help us. 


® Ste Oldendorp's * of the Miffions, &c. vol. ii. 
b. 2. 57. 


+ See David Crantz's Hiſtory of Greenland, vol. i. 
p- 412» $ 12, p. 415, Kc. $ 16, 
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I muſt, however, lil] obſerye, that the Miffion's 
Diacony kecps-a very accurate account of all their 

receipts and diſburſements. This account is, once a 
year, laid before the College of Wardens of the Unity, 
and theſe bring it into the Elders Conference of the 
Unity: After, which an account of the ſame is alſo 
given to all the Elders Conferences in the Brethren's 
congregations, that every thing may appear in a clear 
light, and God be every where praiſed tor hi gracious 


aſſilancc. 


SECTION THIR D. 


Or THE METHOD oF THE BRETHREN TO 


PREACH THE GOSPEL AMONG THE 
HEATHEN, 


944. 
3 HF. method of the brethren to bring the heathen 


to Chriſt, was, in the beginning of theic at- 
tempts, particularly in Greenland, nearly as follows: 
They proved to the heathen, tat there is a God, 
and ſp ke to them of his attributes and perfections. 
In the next place, they ſpoke upon the creation—how 
God had made man after his own image, which how- 
ever was ſoon Joſt by the fall They then made the 
heathen acquainted with the laws, which God gave 
by his ſervant Moſes, Hence they proved to them, 
that they were ſinners, and had deſerved temporal and 
eternal puniſhment: And from this they drew the 
conſequence, that there muſt be one, who reconciled 
them to God, &c. . > 
Tunis method of teaching they continued for a long 
time, but without any ſucceſs ; ; for the heathen became 
tired of ſuch diſcourſes. If it be aſked : How hap- 
pened it, that the brethren fell upon the ſaid method } 


„ Sce Crantz's Hiſtory of Greenland, vol. i. p. 345+ $5 2s 
I muſt, 


p. 379- $ 5+ 
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] muſt conf-(s, that I am apprehenſive, I was myſelf- 
the cauſe of it. The firſt-brethren who were deſtined 
for Greenland, went to Copenhagen by way of Halle, 
where l, at that time, lived. They tarried a few days 
with me, an4 converſed with me, relative to their in- 
tent ons. Upon this, J gave them a book to read, 
(for I knew no better at that time) in which a certain 
divine treated, among the reit, of the method to con- 
vince, and to bring the heachen to Chriſt, _The good 
man had probably never ſeen an heathen in all his life, 
much leſs converted any; but yet he imagined he 
could give directions how to ſet about it. The;bre- 
thren followed them, but without ſucceſs. 

Meanwhile it pleaſed the Lord our Saviour, to give 
the congrezation at Herrnhut more inſight into the 
word of atone nent, through the offering of Jeſus, 
Nor were the brethren wanting in declaring to thoſe 
in Greenland, that they muſt preach Jeſus Chriſt, if 
they meant to produce 2ny bleſſing among the heathen. 
U;on this, the brethren began to tranſlate ſome parts 
of the goſpel, «ſp-cially what relates to the ſufferings 
and death of Jeſus, and read that to the heathen, 
T his gave an opportunity to ſpeak with them farther 
on that head“ Then God apened their hearts, that 
they attended to the word, and it proved to them alſo 
the power of God. They became deſirous of hearing 
more about it, and the fire, which had been kindled 

 in»them by the Holy Ghoſt, ſpread farther and farther, 
And thu. many were converted to God. Since which 
time, the brethren were trequently aſked by the hea- 
then: why they did not preach ſooner to them of 
Jeſus? that th-y had been quite tired of hearing the 
fiſcourſes about God and the two firſt parents, &c.+ 
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Asovr thirty years ago, when I lived in North 
America, I ſometimes got the brethren, that were uſed 
occaſionally in the ſervice of our Lord, to come toge- 
ther, in order that I might converſe with them about 
their labours. Johannes, an indian of the Mahikander 
nation, who. had formerly been a very wicked man, 
but was now thoroughly converted, and was our fel. 
low labourer in the congregation gathered from among 
the heathen, at that time dwelling in Chekomekah, 
happened to be juſt then on a viſit with us, and alſo 
came to our little meeting, He was a man that had 
excellent gifts, was a bold confeſſor of what he knew 
to be true, and underſtood the German language, ſo 
as to expreſs bimſelf with ſufficient clearneſs. As we 
were ſpeaking with one another about the heathen, he 
aid, among other things: Brethren, I have been an 
heathen, and am grown old among them, I know 
therefore very well how it is wich the heathen, A 
preach:r came once to us, deſiring to inſtruct us, and 
began by proving to us that there was a God, On 


which we ſaid to him: Well, and doſt thou think 


we are ignorant of that? now go again whence thou 
cameſt, Another preacher came another time, and 
would inftrut us, ſaying: Ye muſt not ſteaj, not 
drink too much, not lie, &c, We anſwered him : 
Fool that thou art; doſt thou think that we do not 


| know that? Go and learn it firſt thyſelf, and teach 


the people thou belongeſt to not to do thoſe things, 
For who are greater drunkards, or thieves, or liars, 
than thine own people? Thus we (ent him away alſo, 
Some time after this, Chriſtian Henry, one of the 
brethren, came to me into my hut, and fat down by 

me. 
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me. The contents of his diſcourſe to me were neatly 
theſe; I come to thee in the name of the Lord of hea- 
ven and earth, He acquaints thee, that h# would 
gladly fave thee, and reſcue thee from the miſerable 
Rate. in which thou lieſt. To this end he became a 
man, hath given his life for mankind, and ſhed his 
blood for them, &c. Upon this, he lay down on a 
board in my hut, and fell afleep, being fatigued with 
hig journey, 1 thought within myſelf: What manner 
of man is this? There he lies and ſleeps ſo ſweetly. 
I might kill him immediately, and throw him out into 
the foreſt ;—who would care for it? But he is uncon- 
cerned, However I could not get rid of his words. 
They continually recurred to me; and though I'went 
to ſleep, yet I dreamed of the blood which Chriſt had 
ſhed for us. I thought, this is very ſtrange; and 
went to interpret to the other indians, the words which 
Chriſtian Henry ſpake farther to us. Thus, through 
the grace of God, the awakening among us took place. 
I tell you, therefore, brethren, preach to the heathen, 
Chriſt, and his blood, and his death, if ye would wiſh 
to produce a bleſſing among them.” Such was the 
exhortation of Johannes, the Mahikander, to us. 


Bur the brethren were already, before that time, 
convinced that Jeſus Chriſt muſt be the marrow and 
ſubſtance of the preaching of the [goſpel among the 
heathen ; even as he is in general called with juſtice, 
the marrow and ſubſtance of the whole bible. The 
| pround of this poſition is contained in $9. and follow- 
ing ; where we treated of the apoſtles labours among 
the Gentiles. Nor ſhall we do amiſs, if we follow the 


method of the apoſtles, who, in their office, were under 


1 641 
the peculiar leadings of the Holy Spirit, as far as it is 
applicable fo us. Hence what baul writes to the 
Corinthians, I determined not to know any thing 
among you, fave Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified,” is 
a firmly eſtibliſhed' rule fol us in mum to 9 4 
1 fa 
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Dors any one afk : Hog is his fo be uriderſiond? 
we anſwer as follows: We always preach the fame 
Chriſt that died for us on the croſs; though we declare 
of him, that he is Lord: of heaven and earth, and of 
all that is in heaven and upon/earth<=that all things 
were made and created by him, and that without him 
was not any thing made and created, that'is made and 
created—that he is before all things, and by bim all 
things conſiſt, and that he upholdeth all things by the 
word of his power. — that he hath great compaſſion on 
man, who was made after the image of God, and was 
very willing to fave him from bis miſery-that he, 
now and then, in former times, appeared in human 
form, and made known his will to the children of 
men but that at laſt, moved by love to man, he came 
down from heaven, upon the earth, and was himſelf 
made man—that he hath a — who dwelleth in 
heaven, and who is well- ple«{-d in him, as bis only- 
begotten Son—that this his Father in heaven, had ſent 
nim into the world, out of love to man, that th ough 
him they might be ſaved that the Holy Ghoſt dwell- 
eth in him, and that he was in the cloſeſt communion 
with him—that he, through the Holy Spirit, bath 
taught and propounded- to men the whole counſel of 
God concerning our ſalvation— that he, in'a particu- 
lar manner, committed it te his diſciples, whom he had 
5. choſen 
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choſen to preach his doQrine—that he, as the Media- 
tor between God and man, had been in this world like 
another man, and had experienced poverty. enwity from 
wicked men, danger and tribulation—that he was 
tempted in all points like as we are, yet without fin, 
that he might have compaſſion on the ignorant—that 
he was alſo tempted of fatan and his angels, the evil 
ſpirits, but was fBund in the truth—that, on the con- 
trary, the angels of God from heaven, the good fpirits; 
were at hand, and miniſtered unto hin—that he nei- 

ther had ſin, nor committed fin; but was moſt perſect 
in the love of God, of men, and of alFEteatures—that = 
he gave ſight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, made the 
lame to walk, cleanſed the lepete, eaſt out devils, and 
otherwiſe did many miracles, whereby he proved, that 
he was ſent from God—that he, as the Mediator, on 
whom the iniquity of us all was laid, took away the 
fin of the world that he inſtituted and ordained' for 
his diſciples, before his ſufferings, his body for meaty 
and his blood for drink, in the holy communion—that 

his ſoul was, for our fins, forrowful unto death, and 
that he, in that conflict, ſweated bloody ſwent that 
he ſuffered himſelf, not of neceſſity, but of his on 
free will, out of love to us, and to reconcile us, to be 
taken captive, falſely condemned, mocked, ſpit upon, 
ſcourged, crowned with thorns, and'nailed to the croſs, 
on which he gaye his life for us—that his fide 14 
pierced with a ſpear, and forthwith came thereout 
blood and water that he was buried, and roſe again 
the third day that he ſoon aſter appeared to his diſ- 
eiples, and ſhewed unto them his hands, his feet, and 
his fide; which wete pierced, to aſcertain to them, that 
it was, he himſelf—that after theſe' things, be tarried 
Rill forty days upon earth, ſpeaking unto his diſciphey 
6 pertaining- to the Kingdom of God that 
1 he 
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| he commanded his diſciples to go into all the world, 
and to preach the goſpel to every creature, that Gud 
was willing to accept them in Chriſt thro' mercy—that 
he, at the ſame time, commanded them to baptize, 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt, all thoſe, that ſhould receive this word of 
grace in ſaith—alſo, thut they ſhould, teach them to 
obſerve all things, whatſoever he bad commanded 
them, the diſciples—that he afterwards took his dis- 
ciples together, and commanded them. to tarry in the 
city of Jeruſalem, until the Holy Ghoſt ſhould be 
88 out upon them— that then he liſted up his 
inds and bleſſed them, and while he bleſled them, he 
was litted up before their eyes, and aſcend d up into 
heaven - that now he hath again the ſane glory, which 
he had with his Father, before the foundation of the 
world was laid — that be is the King of kings, and 
Lord of Jords, before whom every knee ſhall bow, and 
whom all the angels of God worſhip—that ſoon after 
his aſcenſion, he poured out the Holy Ghcſt upon his 
diſciples, and thereby endowed them with power to 
ſpread his kingdom over all the wor:d—that in the 
name of Jeſus, all who believe in bim, obtain the 
remiſſion of ſin that to all them that receive him by 
faith, he giveth power to become the (ons of God 
that he giveth, to all them that believe in him, the 
Holy Ghoſt, who dwelleth in their hearts — that he 
maketh all thoſe that cleave unto him by faith, free 
from the ſlavery and dominion of ſin— that, on the 
other hand, he gives them power to do good, to fol» 
low after him, and to keep his commandments - that 
all, whatſoever we pray for to the Father in his name, is 
infallibly heard — that if any man hath ſinned, he is 
our Adyocate. with the Father, and the-propitlation 
for our fins, and not only for ours, but alſo for the fins 


— Oc 


— ———  — --- —— — 
— — — . 


— I = 


— OO —ͤ—e—bH 


„ 


| 1 671 
er the Whole world —that he will give to them, that 
are faithful to him unto death, the crown of life that 
he will raiſe the dead, in order to give unto every one, 
according to their works, whether they be good or 
evil—that- al men ſhall appear before his judgement- 
ſeat, and hear their doom out of his mouth=—that he 
will bring them that are his into eternal life, and will 
conſign the others to everlaſting fire, Now if all this, 
and whatever elle/ the holy ſcriptures ſay farther of 
him, be laid before the heathen (yet every thing in 
proper time). then one, however, always preaches (as 
was before obierved) mon Chriſt, and him crucified, 


oF » 
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FRO what ths Srin ſaid, it is therefore e 
that à ſervant of Jeſus, who deter mines not to know 
any thing, ſave Jeſus. Chriſt, and him crucified, may 
deduce from him all divine truths, which God 
hath revealed for our falvation. But blood and 
death always abide the main matter for us poor erea- 
tures. God's love to us is diſplayed in many thou- 
ſand ways, but principally in this, that he gaye bis only- 
begotten Son up to the death for us: and what wete 
we 7 enewies to God. The love of Jeſus Chrift, the 
Son of God, toward poor men, is likewiſe manifeſt 
from innumerable proofs, but diſtinguiſhingly i in this, 
that he ſubmitzed for them, and in their ſtead, and for 
their atonement, to the moſt cruel death. "All the 
ſacrifices in tne Oid Teſtament, and all the ſhedding 
of blood, wherewith, in a-view to the ſacrifice of Jeſus, 
an atonement was made, had à plain reference to the 

blood and death of Jeſus, © The prophets, as well as 
the apoſtles, alſo ſpoke of it in plain terms, and derive 
every thing that is good * wholſome for man, from 
2 tke 
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tht blood and death of Jeſus, that is, from his ſacrifice 
or offering for us, Hence we are to ſhew the Lord's 


death till he come ; eſpecially when we partake toge- 


ther of his body and of bis blood in the holy commu- 
nion, At the ſolemn revelation of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, which was ſhewa to John in the Spirit, it was 


| ſung of him in the new ſong: Thou art worthy to 


take the book and to open the ſeals thereof: for thou 
waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed us to God by thy blood, 
Kc.“ But no one in heaven, nor on earth, neither 
under the earth, was able to take the book out of the 
hand of God, to open the bo:1k and ta looſe the ſeals 
thereof, but the man Chriſt Jeſus, the Lamb of God; 
becauſe he was flain for poor men, and hath redeemed 


them to God by his blood, Rev. v. 5, 


+ Thus we ought likewiſe to think; and hence the 
blood and death of Jeſus muſt remain our diamond in 
* $98 oe of the goſpel ®. As tg the reft, the 


. For from this the greateſt bleſſing among the heathen 
| at all times ariſen, of which we have ſeen and known 
many inſtances. Yee erben „ Hiſtory of the Miſſions, 
c. vol. ii. b. z. * 4 $ 3, 4 and 5. idem, Crantz's 
Hiſtory of Gicealand, vol. li. p. 18, &c. 5 3.—p 27, Kc. 
3.—p- 37. 96 —5. 35, Cc. $ 2.—p- 283. Kc. $8. g. 
1. he; F 10.—p. 383, $ 1p. 443, Le. $ 45. 
- I will here inſert ſomething out of David Crantz's Hiſ- 
rory of Greenland, as it moſt excellenthygyil]uſtrates this 


matter. It is faid there, vol, ti. p 424—426. $ 2q — 


© After fix years unſucceſsful labour, they (the brethren) 
found; that the plain teſtimony: concerning the death and 
paſſion; of Jefus, together with its cauſe and happy conſe: 
quences, delivered by a heart touched with a warm, and 
experimental ſenſe of it, is the belt preparation, and the 
1 way of enlightning the dark and benighted minds of 

the 
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mind of the Brethren is, and and will always remain, 
never to conceal from the heathen any part of the coun- 
ſe! of God concerning their ſalvation, and to publiſh 
the whole guſpel to them according to the mind of Je- 
(us. But when we ſpezk of. the goſpel, we. take the 
word, according to the frequent uſe of it in holy writ; 
in an extenſive ſenſe, meaning thereby the whole doc- 
trine of Jeſus and his apoſtles. | 


WEL 


the wild heathen, in order to lead them afterwards fiep b 
ſtep into all truth. And I have been filled withthe' great 


amazement to behold the powerful effects of the word of the 


croſs on the moſt ignorant and ſavage heathens, who, ac» 


cording to their firſt appearance, ſeemed utterly incapahle 
of comprehending this great myſtery of godlineſs. 


They have been confirmed in this method of teaching, 


not only by their own experience of many years, but atf6 
By the example and atteſtations of their fellow-labourcrs 
among other heathen nations. This method has Further 
been found to be the bet by other ſervants of God, who 
have laboured in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, among heatherts 
of a more refined, in their way more learned, hut alſo more 
corrupted turn of mind. To prove this, I will only quote 
a paſſage out of Job Luke Niecamp- Hort Account of the Eaft- 
Lia Mit, to which Profeſſor Franks wrote a preface; 
the words are theſe : © The miſſionarics have frequently re- 
marked, that nothing makes ſuch « powerful impreſſion 
« on the minds of the heathen, or makes them ſo deſirous 
« of receiving further information concerning the ſinfulnefs 


* of human nature, and the vanity of their idols, as when 


„ one, immediately at the FIRST SPEAKING WITH THEM, 
« declares to their hearts, the gracious meſſage concerning 
« the free mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus towards the loſt 
© human race. On the contrary, our catechiſts, before they 
were rightly acquainted with the ET MATTER, which 
4% a mi- 
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* . ac? 


_ he preathiing of the Brethren among the heathen, 
iche y proceed according to holy writ, ewes of the 
lollbwing points: ä 
4 G loves you, and hath hitherto have much 
mercy to you. He bath given you life and being, and 
it is be likewiſe, who hath till now preſerved your 
life. 

But 


« z miniſter of the New Teſtament has to declare, have 
% made manitold experiments, How little 15 4 be dad 
% amongſt theſe heat bent, by all moral repreſentations of the 
© glorious att1rbutes of God, and of the various duties of virtue. 
„ even ſyppoſing they outwardly aſſent to all ſuch truths, 
„ ſtill whilſt: their ſtubborn will is not gained over, they 
« only ſeck the more, by. various pretences, to invalidate 
„the ſame. Likewiſe page 466. We obſerved that 
„the greateſt devotion and awakening was excited amoug 
„ them, by propounding to them the gaſpel-topics, and 
« diſplaying before them the ſufferings of Chriſt, &c.“ 
The ſame has allo been confirmed by the late David Brai- 
nard, miſſionary; from a Preſbyterian ſociety in Scotland 
among the Indians in the province of Jerſey, and Pennſyl- 
vania, {See Remarkable Heathen Conver eons, in Freſenus's 
Paftoral Coleions, zd and yth parts.] We are well informed 
concerning that pious, and, till his (alas! ta + early) death, 
indefatigable man, and it is alſo obſervable throughout the 
whole of his account, that as long as he coutinued the uſual 
method of preaching, and endeavouring to convince the In- 
dians by connected arguments, he cuuld effect nathing 
among them; but ſo ſoon as he took pattern by his neigh- 
bours, whole good ſucceſs among the heathen he was an 
eye-witneſs af; and ventured ſtraightway to preach to them 
fimply the Saviour and his love even till the death on the 
crols, 
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But he hath diſplayed his love particularly in this, 
that he hath ſent his only | begotten Son, by whom he 
made all thing+, into the world, that through him ye 
might have everlaſting life. This his Son was made 
man out of love to you, and hath given his life aud 
ſhed his blood for you, for the remiſſion of ſins. Ye 
have to be ſure hitherto behaved greatly am fs, and 
done thoſe things that are contrary to his will, and have 
left undone thyſe things which are pleaſing in his 
fight, Ye have ſuffered your ſelves to be ruled by the 
wicked ſpirit; but he is an encmy both to God and to 


croſs, ſuch a large and quick awakening enſued, that both 
he and all the miniſters of his perſuation who ſaw it, were 
aſtoniſhed, and forced to aſcribe glory to God. Was I to 
quote all his beautiful paſſages of this kind, I could fill whole 
ſheets of paper. The following may ſuffice, 4* Aug. 3, 
* 1745, Ipreached on Rev. xx11, 17. Whoſorver will, lat bim 
4% rake of the water of lift freely. Although I could not treat 
„% on that ſubject in the method otherwiſe uſual, yer the 
% Lord gave me boldneſs and freedom, to ſet before my 
« hearers, in a ſomewhat peculiar manner, our dear Re- 
« deemer as a moſt benign and compaſſionate Saviour, 
*« ſo that a real awakening was plainly to be perceived,” 
In the general ramark; on this work of grace it is ſaid fur · 
ther, page oo. But this great awakening, and ſurpriſing 
1 ſglicitude ot the ſouls, was never occaſioned by any ter- 
« rifying ſermons, but, what is excceding remarkable, 
% whenever in my diſcourſes I ſtrongly dwelt on that mov- 
a ing ſcene of a Saviour dying on the croſs, and his meek 
© behaviour under the whole, as alſo on the exceeding great 
« riches of the goſpel-ſalvation, and how kindly and out of 
«© mere unmerited grace, the divine mercy offers the ſame 
«6 unto all needy, ſorrowful and diſtreſſed fouls ; there ap- 
«« peared, immediatcly amongſt the hearers, an — 
a  bary flirrig 0 Urn of cc.“ l 
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man, and whoever doeth his will, plunges himſelf into 
everlaſting perdition. Yet God will forgive you all 
your fins, and will accept you as children ; he will 
deliver you from the power of ſatan, will ſo diſpoſe your 
hearts, that ye will get a hatred to evil things and flee 
them; and will, on the contrary, love that which is 
good, and follow after it, to do it. Nay, he will make 
you heirs of eternal life, and as ſuch, receive you to 
himſelf in heaven, where he dwelleth. We come in 
his name, and by his command, to declare his grace 
unto you. Ye may ſtedfaſtly believe, that it is bis 
earneſt deſire to deliver you from your miſery, and to 
ſave you. Elſe he had not laid down his life, noc ſhed 


his blood for you, But then ye muſt be willing to 


deſiſt from your wickedneſs, and to accept of Jeſus 
Chriſt as your Lord and Redeemer, If ye believe his 
word, which he cauſeth now to be teſtified unto you, and, 
accept of Jeſus Chriſt as your Lord and Saviour, ye 
hall have peace and joy without end. But ſhould ye. 
deſpiſe and reje& the words which we tell you in his 
name, ye will remain ſervants of the wicked ſpirit, and 
will be condemned with him. For God hath appointed 
a day in the which he will judge, when the dead ſhall: 
be raiſed, and eyery one ſhall receive his —_ 


reward 
If one preacheth thus to the itn; it is e 


with the words which we read in the prophet Iſaiah: 


« Ho, every one that thirſteth, come ye to the waters, 
and he that hath no money; come ye, buy and eat, yea 


come, buy wine and milk without money, and without 


price,” Iſa, Iv. 1. Again: “ How beautiful upon the 
mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good ti- 
dings, that publiſbeth peace, that bringeth good tidi ings 
of good, that publiſheth ſalvation, that ſaith unto Zion, 


Thy God reigneth,” Ifa, Iii. 7. Then is it according 
to 
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to the commandment of Cbriſt, who ſent forth his 
ſervants into the highways and hedges, where the 
pooreſt people are uſed to be,—the poor, the mat ied, 
the halt, and the blind, —to invite them—to what? to 
the ſupper, Luke xiv. 16, &c. As Gd hath ſent 
Chriſt to preach good tidings to the meck, to bind up 
the broken hearted, to preach deliverance to the cap- 
tives, and the opening of the priſon to them that are 
bound : to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, 
&c, Ifa, Ixi, 1, 2, &c, even ſo Chiiſt ſendeth his ſet- 
vants to do che ſame, Thus the goſp. Jof the grace 
of God is teſtified, Acts xx. 24. and is a declaration 
of the forgiveneſs of fins, Acts xiii. 38. and thus alſo 
the Gentiles may be glad, that the golpel i is preached. 
unto them alſo, Acts xiii. 48. 
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Tux brethren's manner of preaching was very 
ſimple and artleſs : I believed, therefore have I ſpoken, 
was in a peculiar manner applicable to them, Indeed 
they would have acted in a fooltſh manner, if they had 
attempted to make uſe of any art For unleſs they had 
expreſſed every thing in a ſhort and round manner, 
their (peaking had been in vain; nor could the heathen, 
with whom they had to do, have underſtood them. It 
is alſo plainly apparent, from the bleſſing which the 
Lord God laid upon their lab urs, that human excel 
lency of, ſpeech and of wiſdom, is abſolucely needleſs ; 
Paul even declares it to be very huitful, ſee g 13. 


951. 


Wr now proceed to treat of the baptiſm of the- 


heathen, which ought not to be conſidered otherways, 
K than 


- 
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than as a ſolemn and public acceptance of a poor ſin- 
ner, at which on the part of God, nothing is expected 
from him, than that he ſhould know and acknowledge 
bimſelf to be a loſt creature by reaſon of his fins, de- 
lieving, at the ſame time, that Jeſus Chriſt is able, and 
willing to reſcue and ſave him from his miſery and 
wretchedneſs, and that he hath moreover purpoſed 10 
leave and forſake his fins, and to live unto him, who 
accepts him in mercy, In whomſoever the apoſtles 
found this, they confidently baptized ſuch. That an 
ignorant heathen be firſt taught to read, and after- 
wards inſtructed in all the points of chriſtian doctrine, 
and one brings it perhaps ſo far, that he makes a pub- 
lic confeſſion in words, which he was obliged to im- 
pieſs on his memory, is a cuſtom that gradually aroſe 
in the church, For the heathen, who lived among 
the Greeks and Romans, where the moſt abominable 
idolatries, ſorceries, and ſpectacles were in vogue, 
uſed to be aſked firſt: Doſt thou renounce the devil, 
and all his works and ways? Afterwards ſuch and fuch 
points were put in oppoſition to the errors, that roſe 
in the church from time to time; thoſe points the 
heathen were obliged publicly to confeſs, prior to their 
being b.prized Hence the origin of the fo called 
Apoſtolic creed, or confeſſion of faith; which is the 
general opinion of the learned in our days, at teaft 
among the Proteſtants, At length it came to that paſs, 
that the heathen were firſt inſtructed in the Coftrine, 
before they could be baptized, But as it happened 
that the poor creatures commonly took the doctrine 
only into their heads, the heart experiencing little or 
nothing at all of it; it was therefore but too often the _ 
cafe, that they became worſe after their baptiſm, than 
they had been before. 
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Wr could not recommend the aforeſaid method to 
our brethren, who went as miſſionaries among the hea- 
then, with reſpect to ſuch an inſtruction of the hea- 
then, previous to their baptiſm, Nor could they poſ- 
tibly have made uſe of it among thoſe heathen, with 
whom they, had an intercourſe * Whoever conſiders the 
circumſlances of the negroes, and their hard lavery, 
will eafily comprehend what I ſay. There was, e, g. 
on the ifland of St. Thomas, a very aged negro woman, 
who attended the meetings afſiduouſly, and beard the 
goſpel of Chriſt with eagerneſs, exhorting her people 
alſo to thank God, who cauſed his word to be ſpoken 
to them by the brethren, and to this end bad brought 
them over the great water. But when I came to ſpeak 
with her in private, ſhe anſwered: O Lord! I can 
neyer be baptized! How ſhould I now learn to read, 
and get ſo much by rote? I convinced her, that al 
that was not neceſſary, and told her of the love of Jeſus 
ta her. She was afterwards baptized, and obtained ſo 
much underſtanding in the goſpe], as to become uſeful 
among the other negro women.+ 

But what we in particular recommended to the bre⸗ 
thren going as miſſionaries among the heathen, was this: : 
that they might not be ſatisfied with bearing a public 
teſtimony of Jeſus, but that they ſhould alſo take 
ſpecial care of the ſouls in private. If they ſhoull 
perceive a work of grace in any heathen, and obſerve 
him, e. g. concerned for his ſalvation, complain of his 
fnfulnefs, wiſhing and longing for deliverance, ke. 


* See Crantz's Hiltory of Greenland, vol. ii. p. 426. — 
P- 430. 6 26. 0 
il Hitory of the i vol. ti. b. 2. 61. 
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they ſhould have an attentive eye upon bim, and fre— 
quently direct him to jefas Chriſt, adviſing him, at 
the ſame time, to be by all means taithfully attentive 
to what ſhould paſs in his heart. Such people were 
particularly to be conſidered by the miſſionaries, and 
theſe were properly. candidates for baptiſm, It is like- 
wiſe true, that we have adviſe: our brethren, not to 
delay the baptiſm of ſuch perſons, in whom the Holy 
Ghoſt, evidently has his work, nor to think that they 
muſt firſt learn ſo and { much by rote, before they 
could be baptized, We were appreh-nſive lealt ſuch 
delay of baptiſm might'd6 hurt : ſor it was not well to 
negleQ the time, when God himſelf takes the clay in 
hand, to form a vefſet of, mercy out of it. Nor was 
the exemple of the apollſes alledged in vain in holy 
writ, Fit. who did not Tay long belore they bap- 
tized ſuch pertons as enquired with all their heart, 
what muſt we do to be ſaved ? 
On the other hand, the miſſionaries were adyiſed to 
be exuemely care ful with regard to ſuch heathen, as 
merely wanted to know a good deal. For ſhould any 
endeavour to fill his head only with knowledge, and 
at the !ame time have an empty and upfeeJing heart, 
ſuch they, were by no means to baptize in that ſtate, 
That they, hu de rather wait, till the Holy Ghoſt open 
his ſin ul depravity to him, and crea'e in 155 2a deſirę 
after q-liv rance from it, as well as a confidence in 
our Lord . ſys Chriſt, Who ale ne can (ave 2 loſt and 
ſinful man Did they not do this, but, proceed , to 
baptizg an heathen for this caule only, becauſe he 
knew much, and had. got a great deal in his head, 
without duly attending, whe'her or no there was a 

work Gf grace in his heart, they would Oveny" do no 
$495, put much hurt, 
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Tur brethren having thus found entrance for. the 


goſpel among the heatben, and baptized. ſuch of them 
as were weary of their ſine, mourned on that account, 
and were longing toobtan the grace offered unto them 
in Chriſt ; the efficacy, of beptup . ſhewed- itſelf very 
powerfully in theme Ehe grjoced io having a gra- 
cious God, were filled. with peace, kinaled with; love 
to. Jeſus: Chriſt, deſirous fotethe pure milk of the goſ- 


pet, became orderly in their Walk, and were glad of 


being counted worthy ton ſuſfer for Chriſt's jake, and 
truly they had to ſuffer. much. A fice and zeal alſo 
entered into them. to declare; to others the bleflings 
which we find in, Chriſt. * tina 5 TT. $i Fg 
Upon this» ſbme people aroſe, Who * their 
baptifen was not valid, becauſe 1 had learnt nothing 
by heart, c.? „idr 034 10k de 2wond 1 
This moved the eee not only unweariedly 
to continue the inſtruct ions they had hitherto imparted 
to the heathen, but alſo to draw up ſome queſtions and 
anſwers, which. related to. the main matter, in order 
to render the heathen, that were.to be baptized, well 
_ acquainted. with it. The Direion of the Unity, 
acknowledged:indeed the good intention of the miſſiona- 
ries, but adviſed them, not to have ſuch an examina- 
tion immediately preceding, baptiſm, but rather a few 
days before. For it could eafily happen, that ſuch a 
ſolemn examination might occaſion ſome confuſion in 
the mind of an heathen, immediately before baptiſm ; 
which ſhould not be, at that folemn hour, when he 
was to enter into the covenant of a good conſcience 


® See Oldendorp's Hiſtory of the Miſſions, vol. ii, b. 2. 6 8. 


with 


(8) 
with God; for at that time, his whole heart ſhould be 
engaged to think only of the important matter before 
him. + 

In the mean time, the miſſionaries enquire of the 
helpers, (of whom more afterwards) concerning the 
walk and converſation of every one, that is propo'ed 
for boptiſtn, and alſo ſpeak perſonally and particularly 
with each, before he obtain holy baptiſm. 

' Orr ſuch occaſions, they enquire very narrow)y, 
whether the perſon in queſtion, be not actually bap+ 
tized already, It happens {ometimes, that negroes are 
found in the Weſt Indies, who have either bren bap- 
tired already in Guinea, or afterwards in the Weſt 
Ind ies; in which caſe they cannot be baptized again. 
But if they have no one to take care of them, it is 
impoſſible to withhold aſſiſtance from them; for it is 
but juſt, that one (ould, with all poſhble- faithfulneſs, 
anke eare of & poor fheep, that has neither a ſhepherd, 
nor knows of a flock to ped it might keep. 


$54 


WirTHa regard + to children, we proceed thus, If 
the parents are baptized, we likewiſe baptize the chil- 
dren. 1 But we do not baptize the children of ſuch 
parents, who are ſtill heathen; becauſe we cannot 
hope, that they will de brought up for our Saviour, 
"mw if ſuch . un an their childten 


jt 


+ See C 8 Hilory of Greenland, vol. it. p. 429» 
4 26. and Oldendorp's Hiſtory of TING: vol · ii. b. 3. 
$ 1 b. 5 82. 

1 See Crantz's Hiſtory of Greenland, vol. FA P- „ 64. 10 
P 428. 525. 
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into the meeting, and beg a bleſſing for them, the 
miſſionary bleſſes them by - impoſition of hands. 

If any one be fick, and requeſt to be baptized before 
his departure, he is viſited; and if he de found to have 
a ſenſe of his miſery, and place his confidence on 
Chriſt, ſome of the baptized are taken together, and 
the patient is baptized in their preſence, Then it 
happens, that the patient is either very much com- 
forted, and departs this life with great joy, or that he 
is ſometimes ſo much ſtrengthened and revived, as to 
grow better, and is as one new born, 

When an heathen, whom one cannot conſider other= 
ways in his miſerable, finful conditon, than as one 
that is wounded unto death, and weltering in his blood, 
upon hearing the goſpel, receives it in faith, and there- 
upon is baptized; one cannot without admiration, 
behold the change that is wrought in him. Sometimes 
they themſelves will ſpeak of it, yet though they ſhould 
not do it, their very countenances diſcover that they 
have obtained mercy.“ 

Here it is ſtill to be obſerved, that the miſſionaries 
are particularly enjoined to keep the regifters of the 
church in good order, which is peculiarly requifire in 
reſpect to baptiſm, Though it be commonly per- 
formed in the preſence of the whole congregation, yet 
one cannot, in all congregations amorig the heathen, 
have ſeparate witneſſes of baptiſm, It is therefore 
proper to note down in à book, when, where, and by 
whom ſuch an one was baptized, and by what name. 


y See Oldendorp'e Hiſtory of the Miſſions, vol. U. b. 3. 
59. + Ibid, vol. ĩi. b. 4+ $ 4 
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As to the holy communion of the body and blood 
of Chriſt, it has been obſerved in 5 40, that in the 
beginning, the views of the brethren, , with-reſpect to 
the labour among the heathen, were confined to a ſew 
only. With regard to baptiſm, they reſtricted them- 
ſelves within very narrow bounds, and ſtill more fo 
with reſpect to the holy communion, And though in 
proceſs of time it came to paſs, by the providence of 
God, that the baptiſms became more frequent, yet the 
number of them that were admitted to the holy com- 
munion, remained very ſmall, compared to the number 
of the baptized. - 

The following is obſerved by the brethren with 
reſpect to the holy commun ion.“ 

In the week preceding the Lo:d's ſupper, it is made 
known to the communicants, that the Lord's ſupper 
is at hand, and they are exhorted to examine them- 
ſelves, - Upon which the communicants come, as their 
_ circumſtances will permit, to their labourers, and ſpeak 
with them ſimply about the ſtate of their hearts, and 
relative to their courſe hitherto, Should any thing 
be found in this or the other, that renders them ſcru- 
pulous to partake of it for that time, they mention it, 
and abſtain from it for the preſent. If the labourers 
know any thing which renders a perſon unfit to be a 
partaker of the holy communion, they adviſe him 
rather to abſtain from it for that time. The miſſiona- 
ries have likewiſe a conference with the national 
helpers, previous to the Lord's ſupper, in order to be 
appriſed by them, as they are conſtantly about their 


see Crantz's Hiſtory of n vol. ii. p. 432. 
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own people, whether they have any thing to object 
againſt any of the communicants. 

The baptized uſually remind the miſſionaries, when 
they viſit them of themſelves, relative to the Lord's 
Supper. 

All poſſible pains are taken to learn to know them 
more accurately according to the tate cr their fouls; 
enquiry is made of the helpers concerning their con- 
duct; and, if approved, they are admitted as candi- 
dates for the holy communion ; on theſe, particularly, 
cloſer iĩaſtructions are beſtowed concerning it. They 
are uſually ſpectators once, previous to their partaking 
of the holy communion for the firſt time. 
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Tux brethren likewiſe take pains to make the heathen 
acquainted with the holy ſcriptures. In their ſermons 
they always lay ſome words of holy writ as the foun- 
dation; this they do alſo in addreſſing particular ho- 
milies to this or the other diviſion in the congregation, 
Thus the words of the ſcriptures are imprefied on their 
memories, and the Holy Ghoſt takes occaſion to bring 
them, at a proper ſeaſon, to their remembrance, For 
he is ever occupied to do, what our Saviour ſaid con- 
cerning him to his diſciples: “ He ſhall bring all 
things to your remembrance, what ſo ver 1 faid unto 

ou.“ 

: Wherever the brethren have an opporiviilty of teach- 
ing the children, there they alſo learn to read; at times 
alſo grown-up perſons attead, that they may learn to 
read the holy ſcriptures ®, | happened once to come 


The occaſion of the Brethren's *roples, reſpe&ting the 
heathen learning to fead, may be ſeen in Oldendorp's 
Hiſtory of the Miſſions, &c. vol. ii. b. 3» 86. | 
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to a negtoe hut in St. Thomas, and Heard ſomebody 
read in it. On entering, I found a Whole company 
7 fitting on the ground, and one of them reading to them 
f but of the Dutch New-Teſtament (many negtoes of 
St. Thomas underſtand Dutch very well, and indeed 
their Creole negroe languave was moſtly formed from 
the Dutch), and the reſt heard him with eager atten- 
tion. Among our Indians in North-America, there 
was one who was called Joſhua junior; he always uſed 
to take with him a New- Teſtament and an almanac, 
whenever he went a hunting. The one that he might 
know, every day, how time went on, and the other ro 
get daily food from it for his ſoul. The Indians are 
obliged ſometimes to ſpend four, fix, or eight weeks, 
and even a longer time, in hunting in the woods, be- 
fore they return home again. | 
Moreover, I ſhould not forget to FO LE * that 
when the Brethren become acquainted with the lan- 
guage of the heathen, they then tranflate this or. the 
other piece into it 4. 
A Greenland tranſlation of many fine hymns has 
been printed at Berlin, and a Creole verſion of the ſame 
was printed at Barby. The Hi/tory of our Lord and Savi tour 
72 ſus Chriſt, extractad from the four Evangel)) ts, has like- 
wiſe been tranſlated into the Greenlaud, Arawak, De- 
laware and Creole languages, beſides many paflages of 
holy writ, which were tranflated, in order to read them 
to the congregations of the heathen, to whom they 
prove a great bleſſing t. 
Nor can we ſufficiently deſcribe the great utility of 
| the ancient and modern goſpel bymns, which were 


\ See Oldendorp- s Hiſtory of the Miſſions, &c, vol. ii. 
b. 4: $ 3.—b. 5. $ 1. 

1 * } See Crantz's Hiſtory of Greenland, yol, 3 ll. p. 45» 46. 
Mi oF 7-—P- 110. g.—p. 306. 59 | 
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tranſlated ſor the uſe of the heathen, - When the life 
of God hath penetrated their hearts, they not only 
delight to hear them ſung, but will endeavour with 
much care to learn them themſelves. And if the bre- 
thr n are willing to teach them, (and what can be 
more agreeable to them?) they are very diligent in 
ſinging, and one learns of another. Ry this means, 
not only their thoughts are diverted from unprofitable 
things to ſom"thing uſeful, but alſo the divine truths 
expreſſed in the hymns from a feeling heart, become 
fo imprinted in their minds, as frequently to recur to 
their remembrance z on which occaſion the Holy Ghoſt 
is particularly occupied to bleſs them. This is evident 
not only in grown perſons, but alſo in children; and 
it is a peculiar joy to hear, how the Lord hath prepared 
praiſe out of the mouths of babes and ſuckliogs |. 
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As the miſſionaries of the brethren could not ef- 
fect much among the heathen without aſſiſtants, we 
are next to ſpeak "of theſe, Among nations deſtitute of 
cultivation, a miſſionary could not poſſibly do much of 
himſelf, How could it have been prafticable for a 
miſtionary to teſide among the Eſquimaux, if proviſion 
had not been made for it? This conſiſted herein, that 
a company of brethren went thither to ſettle upon 4 
tract of land given them by the King of Great-Britain, 
in order to preach the goſpel to the heathen, They took 
the frame of a houſe and the neceſſary bricks along with 
them, and by the aſſiſtance of the ſailors erected their 
houſe immediately upon their arrival, having previouſly 
. purchaſed the ſaid tract of land from the Eſquimaux, 


| || See Crantz's Hiſtory of Greenland, vol. ii. p. 228. 
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The utenſils for fiſhing ind hunting they alſo had brought 
with them, and beſides that, they contrived to build 
boats and ſmall veſſels for the natives, being thus of 
ſcrvice to them, and at the ſame time earning fome- 
thing towards their ſubliſtence “. 

| God alſo hath granted them ſucceſs and bleſſed their 
undertaking in ſuch a manner, that they have already 
gathered a little congregation of baptized Eſquimaux. 
Now wh-revecr there is ſuch a miſſion, there thoſe bre- 
thren, who carry on a handicraft buſineſs, are each of 
them {according to the gift he has, and according 
to the grace given unto him) the firſt and neareſt aſſiſ- 
tants of the miſſionaries. If there be any married bre- 
thren in a company, which devote themſelves for a miſ- 
ſion, they alſo take their wives along with them: thus 
theſe ſiſters are alſo helpers in the work of the Lord 
among the heathen, Whoever thinks this ſtrange, let 
him 1ea) the ſixternth chapter of St. Paul's epiſtle to 
the church at Rome. But what can the ſiſters p ſſibly 
do in a miſſion? Very much, For if, e. g. perſons 
of the female ſex among the heathen are thoroughly 
converted, they are glad to have ſome one with whom 
they c-n ſpeak, without reſerve, about the ſtate of their 
hearts, and indeed about their whole life. The ſiſters 
can hear them, ſpeak afterwards with their own huſ- 
bands, and learn their thoughts about it; or a brother 
may ſend for them, and, in preſence of his wife, hear 
them and ſpeak with them, This is quite in order, 
and ſpares the heathen, who are commonly very jea- 
Jous, various thoughts, Thus it is alſo with the hea» 
then of the female ſex that are already baptized, or 
partakers of the holy communion For ſometimes mat- 
ters may occur to them, in which they want advice 


| * See David Crantz's Hiſtory of the Brethren, p. 606, 
gnd f. & 297. 
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and inſtruction, or comfort, and being ſet right. Thus 
a day ſeldom paſſes, e. g. in St. Croix, where this or 
the other negroe woman does not come to complain of 
ſome diſtreſs. Now if any brother was to fit down 
and ipcak in private with ſuch a negroe woman, we 
ſhould deem it improper, if not dangerous. But where 
ſiſters are concerned with them, ſervinz them with 
good advice in common Occurrences, and, in more dif- 
ficult caſes, conſulting their huſbends; or Where a 
brother ſpeaks with them in preſence of his wife, there 
it cauſes no obſcrvations, prevents appearances of evil, 
and obviates things that might alſo prove a real hurt to 
fouls, We ourſcives are men, that is, corrupted and 
ſinful creatures, and among the heathen we have to 
deal wlth people, who, prior to their converſion, have 
uſually been accuſtomed to evil, Hence order is ne- 
ceſſary, by means of which bad things are obviated 
from the firſt; and God is a God of order, and lays 
his bleſſing upon it, However, more will occur here- 
after of the tervice of the ſiſters in the miſſions, 


- 
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Wr are alſo glad when, from among the heathen 
that are converted to God, we can bring up people in 
our miſſions for the uſe of others, and theie we call 
Helpers. 

If a brother that ſerves the Lord our Saviour among 
the heathen knows his people intimately, —and he ought 
to do every thing poſſible to learn to know them inti- 
mately, and ſhould he not poſſeſs the needful grace and 
gift for that purpoſe, he is to pray to God for it, —he 
will diſcover that one has ſomething preferable before 
another, and that is the gift of God. Now if ſuch a 
man approves himſelf as a poor ſinner that hath ob- 

tained 
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tained mercy of the Lord; and if his walk and con- 
verſation be ſuch as to gain the regard and reſpeCt of 
others, then, on that account, ſuch an one may, after 
due deliberation before the Lord, be taken among the 
helpers, Experience hath — that it is bettet to 
endeavour to get more helpers than one; for if there 
be but one, it may eaſily RIPPER that he fall into 
conceitedneſs, 

"Theſe helpers are made known to the reſt, and com- 
mended to their prayers. They are particularly attended 
to, that they may grow in grace and in the knowledge 
of Jeſus Chriſt, And they are commiſſioned to watch 
faithfully againſt any diſorders that might occur among 
their people . They viſit the ſick, aſſiſt occaſionally 
the poor, r to preſerve peace in their reſpee- 
tive places, and whatever they find too difficult, they 
mention it to the brethren, They keep a watchful 
eye on every one, that, in caſe they ſhould be queſtioned 
whether any may be baptized, or admitted to the holy 
communion, they might be able to give a true tefti- 
mony of his conduct. 

Such helpers as hare gifts are ſometimes deſired to 
deliver a diſcourſe, keep a funeral, & +4 We alſo 
chooſe helpers of the female ſex, who have the ſame 
incumbence with reſpect to their own ſex, as the other 
helpers have on their part; public ſpeaking excepted, 


+ See Oldendorp's Hiſtory of the Mifſions, &c. vol. ii. 
b. 2. § 6.—b. 4. § 2 & 4.—b. 5. § 1. and David Crantz's 
History of Greenland, vol, ii. p. 197, and f. $ 5.—p. 417, 
and f. & 17. 


t Some of thoſe diſcourſes are found in Oldendorp's 
Hiſtory of the Miſſion, vol. * b. 5. $6, towards the con- 
clufion. 
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Tur helpers of both ſexes are likewiſe uſed, when 
a regulation is made among the baptized, as well as 
thoſe of the unbaptized, that are won by grace, to 
meet in ſmall numbers, each ſex ſeparately, in order 
to ſpeak with one another, before the Lord, of what 
may tend to their ſalvation and amendment, For at 
ſuch ſmall companies of five, fix or more men, who 
meet together in proper places at an appointed time, 
one of the helpers is preſent, who, according to his 
experience and inſight, imparts good advice to them. The 
ſocieties of women are attended by female helpers, who 
does the ſame by her ſex as the men do by theirs. Into ſuch 
companies one gladly admits ſuch perſons who are nearly 
in ſimilar circumſtances; thus there ate in one com- 
pany married people, in anqther widows, in a third, 
young, ſingle perſons, &c. and this is attended with 
much bleing . 

The miſfionaries, as has already been obſeryed, meet 
the helpers of both ſexes at ſtated tinies, but eſpecially 
before the communion and praver-days, and ſpeak with 
them of the perfons propoſed for baptiſm, or of thoſe 
that wiſh to partake of the Lord's ſupper. Beſides this, 
they enquite how the helpers have obſerved the com- 
miſſion they are entruſted with, and give them an op- 
portunity of mentipning whatever they have to ob- 
ſerve : this is uſually called the helpers conference. 
If any are ta bs baptized, or the holy communion is 
to be adminiſtered z or if a couple are to be married in 


ec 


* See Oldendorp's $ Hiſtory of the Miſtons, &e, i ii. b. 
ii. § 6. and Crantz's Hiſtory of Greenland, vol. ii. P- 34 


32. 8 6.—p. 61, and f. 8 8.—p. 436, and f. g 33» 
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the name of the Lord, it is always done by the miſſio- 
naries themſelves, 


§ 60. 


Tux brethren are uſed to build churches for the 
public meetings of the congregations among the hea- 
then as ſoon as it is found neceſſary and poſſible. In 
theſe the goſpel is declared publicly; and baptiſm, as 
well as the holy communion, are adminiſtered. And 
the prayers of the church, or the litany, is prayed 
with all the baptized, 

On Eaſter morning the whole congregation meets 
before ſun-riſe in the burying ground : when a public 
confeflion is made of the hope we have in Chtiſt, to be 
once partakers of the reſurrection, and to come to him - 
into his glory; and at the ſame time thanks are offered to 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, for all the benefits 
vouchſafed us in Chriſt “. 

At times one contrives alſo to have agapæ with the 
believers from the Gentiles, after the cuſtom of the pri- 
mitive chriſtians. Then cither the whole congregation, 
oronlyonediviſionof it, which, according tocircumſtan- 
ces, is more or leſs numerous, meets together in the name 
of Jeſus, and enjoy ſome meat and drink in fellowſhip. 
At the ſame time they ſing hymns of praiſe and thankſ- 
giving, provoking one another unto love and to good 
works. Sometimes they call to m nd ſpecial benefits, 
which God ſhewed to them, and Praiſe him for it f. 


See Cranta's Hiſtory of Greenland, vol. ii. p. 420. 
5 20. 

+ See Oldendorp's Hiſtory of the Miſſion, &c. vol. ii. b. 
2. $6, and Crantz's Hiſtory of Greenland, vol. il. p. 434+ 
830. 
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Tut pedilavium has indeed been introduced into 
the congregation. of Greenlanders“, but we have 
hitherto had ſcruples about making a public uſe of 
it in all the other congregations of the heathen; For 
It is thought more ſuitable to regulate it according to 
circumſtances, 


bp 61. 


MorxEOVveR the brethren are uſed to divide thei? 
hearers according to certain circumitances, in ordet 
to ſpeak with every ſeparate diviſion, that which is 
peculiarly applicable to them. Theſe are; 

1. The unbaptized, who attend the preaching of the 
goſpel, and whoſe names, at their own requeſt, are 
taken down. 

2. The candidates for baptiſm, who, prior to itz 
receive particular inſtruction, and whom one endea- 
vours to, learn to know more particularly, 

3. The baptized, who are frequently put in mind 

of their baptiſm, which is the covenant of a good con- 
ſcience with God, of their ſhare in the death of Jeſus, 
and of the forgiveneſs of fins, and the hope of cternal 
life, grounded thereupon, 
4. As to thoſe who have not attended to the grace 
they had experienced in baptiſm, but have after- 
wards fallen again into fin, we ſpeak indeed with theſe 
poor people very ſeriouſly, but at the ſame time direct 
them to Jeſus, who fo faithfully fecketh the poor 
ſtraye ſheep, and will gladly receive again each that 
crieth unto him, with repentance and forrow.+ 

5. The candidates for the communion, to whom is 
repreſented what is needful concerning the favour 


See Ctantz'lliſtory of Greenland, vol. ii. p. 434+ C30. 
+ Ses Oldendorp's IIiſtory of the Miſſion, vols ii. b. 3. $ 4+ 
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that awaits them, namely, the participation of the body 
and blood of the Lord in the holy ſacrament, and 
whatever belongs to it. | 

6. The communicants, that is to ſay, thoſe who are 
fellow-partakers of the holy communion, of whom one 
expects with juſtice, that their ſpirit and ſoul, and 
body and life ſhould be to the praiſe of the Lord. 


: $ 62. 


I x the congregations among the heathen, ſuch regu» 
lations are made, that every one may attend the meet- 
ings, not only on the Lord's day, but alſo in the week.“ 
Every fourth Sunday is appointed as a prayer-day, 
which is attended by all who can poſſibly come. Then 
there is commonly not only public preaching, but alſo 
all the concerns of the congregation are humbly laid 
before the Lord in the litany ; moreover, on the ſame 
day, baptiſm is adminiſtered, and each of the foremen- 
tioned fix diviſions hears a diſcourſe ſuitable to its 
circumſtances, If any one hath ſinned, and begs for- 
giveneſs, and one has reaſon to believe that he does this 
frum his very heart, he is readmitted, and aſſured at 
the ſame time that the congregation, as much as in her 
lies, has forgiven him all. The concluſion is gene- 
rally made with prayer on the knees, Yet as the con- 
gregat ons, gathered from among the heathen, differ 
accoriing to their reſpective circumſtances, ſo ſome 
difference may allo be obſcrved in regard to the prayer- 
days. . J 

The feſtivals and holidays uſual in the chriſtian 
church are alſo obſerved, and we endeavour, as much 


* See Crantz's IIilory of Greenland, vol. ii. p- 418, 
and f. 5 138, 19. + Ibid, vol. ii. p. 102, and f. 5 8.— 
p. 118, and f. $ 2, 3.—p. 422. $ 20, 
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as poſſible, that the aim of their being introduced, may 
be obtained. 


$ 63. 


Bxs1DEs this, their congregations are divided into 
choirs, of which they take each choir ſeparate, in order 
to adminiſter to each ſuch food as is meet for it, 
There are particularly: 1. The children. 2. The boys 
and unmarried men. 3. The unmarried women. 4. The 
married people, 5. The widows, Among the helpers 
of both ſexes, there are always ſome appointed to have 
a ſpecial care of the ſeveral choirs. 

Each of the aforeſaid choirs have ſeparate homilies 
at ſtated times, that every one may know what he has 
to do, or leave undone, according to the circumſtan- 
ces of the choir to which he belongs. In theſe homi- 
lies every thing is grounded on the word of God, and 
deduced from faith, which is in Chriſt Jeſus. || 

Nor are we content with merely holding homilies to 
the choirs; but take all poſſible pains to learn to know 
every individual, not only according to the outward ap- 
pearance, but alſoaccording to the jtate of his foul, To 
this purpoſe, a certain time is appointed, when one 
after the other is called in, with whom one converſes 
ſeparately, in a plain and open manner, And this is 
called ſpeaking, which has its great uſe.“ 


t See Crantz's Hiſtory of Greenland, vol. ii. p. 117, 
and f. & 2.—p. 420, and f. § 20. 

See Oldendorp's Hiſtory of the Miſſions, vol. ii. b. 4. 
& 4.— and b. 5. § 4. and Crantz's tiiltory of Greenland, 
. vol. ii. p. 61, and f. $ 8. —p. 435, and f. $ 22. 
* See Crantz's Hiſtory of Greenland, vol. ii. p. 2935, 


and f. $ 3.—p. 434, and f. 531. 
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What David Crantz ſaith in the hiſtory of Greens 
land, vol. ii. p. 125, and foilowing, F 5, of a choirs 
houſe of the unmarried women, and, p. 201, and fol- 
lowing, $8. of a choir-houfe of the unmarricd men, 
in Greenland, cannot poſſibly be imitated in other hea- 
then congregations, e. g. in the Caribee iſlands, In 
ſuch things one mult proceed according to circumſtan- 
ces, which either render it uſeful, ang neceſſary, and 
poilible, or impracticable. 

The mothers with children yet in arms, have alſo 
their peculiar meetings at certain times, when they are 
inſtructed how grestiy they ought to value the favour 
of the Lord, in counting them worthy to commit 
children to them; for children are his property, which 
he hath purchaſed for himſelf with his own blood, and 
by his bitter death. So precious are they in the ſight 


of God, that he ſends forth his holy angels, who always 


behold his face, to ſerve them, At the ſame time, the 
mothers are inſtructed how to behave, that their chil- 
dren may, as it were, imbibe the love of Chriſt, with 
the mother's milk, What Moſes and Samuel imbibed 
from their mothers, never left them in all their lives. 
Nor will the good example of the mothers, .and their 
prayers and ſupplications before God, remain without 
a blefling for their children. 

la the congregation ſome brethren and ſiſters are 
likewiſe appointed to ſerve the congregation in out- 
ward matters, that every thing may be conducted in 


due order, in the meetings, as well as about the 


church. 


4 Sex Crantz's Hiſtory of Greenland, vol. ii. p. 418. $ 1j. 
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§ 64. 


Tr brethren live in ſuch places, where, beſides the 
heathen to whom they preach Chriſt, there live alſo 
other people, who are baptized, and where there ace 
chriſtian magiſtrates, then they are, according to our 
principles, to obſerve the following: namely: 

1. That they be not only obedient to the magiftracy, 
who are the ſervants of God, and ſhew due refpet 
toward them, but alſo that they thank God for them, 
and heartily pray for them. Beſides this, they ought 
to be careful, that they may not remain unknown to 
their dear magiſtrates, both as to their own perſons, 
and touching their deſign in labouring among the hea» 
then. If they can be as confident towards their magiſ- 
trates, as childten are towards their parents, it is 
always the beſt, Nor can we do otherwiſe than dectare 
to the glory of God, that hitherto, in all ſuch places 
where our brethren labour among the heathen, the 
magiſtrates have approved themſelves as fathers to them. 
| Wherever it has been otherwiſe formerly, it has pro- 
bably been either a miſtake on the part cf the brethren, 
or we were not ſufficiently made known to our dear 
magiſtrates, | 

2. As to Europeans in ſuch countries, who before 
belonged to different diviſions of the chriftian church, 
the brethren leave every one to his own religion. 
Thougb they can as little prevent his attending their 
public preaching, as they can withdraw from him, if 
he wiſhes to converſe with them, relative to his ſoul's 
ſalvation in private, But they neither receive him 
into their congregation, nor do they admit him to 
their communion, or Lord's ſupper ; but adviſe him to 
abide by that church to which he belongs, ſeeing that 
they are there merely for the ſake of the heathen. 


Yet 


/ 
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Vet it is however certain that one can as little form 
a concluſive idea of the brethren's congregations, from 
the congregations gathered by means of the brethren, 
among the heathen, as fiom the former of the latter. 
There always ren:ains, according to circumſtances, 
an unavoidable Cifterence, Neither can it be denicd, 
but that, wich reſpect to many orders and regulations, 
ſome ſimilarity is perceivable. It is likewiſe true, that 
a miſſionary among the heathen, is as little permitted 
to advance any propoſition that would run counter to 
the evangelical doctrine contained inthe Auguſtan con- 
fefſion, as any. teacher in the other brethren's congrega- 
tions: for we have, at our ſy nods, ſacredly bound our- 
ſelves before the Lord, to remain inviolably by this 
confcfiion, 


§ 65. 


Tur nature of diſcipline may be gathered from 
what has been ſaid above, The reaſon why one or 
the other is taken to this or the other diviſion is ſimply 
this, becauſe he naturally belongs to it. Now if any 
one, who has hitherto been in the diviſion of communi— 
cants, ſhould behave himſelf in a manner uabecoming 
a partaker of the Lord's ſupper, ani as may juſtly be 
expected of him, ſuch an one is for the preſent put 
out of this diviſion, and of courſe does not receive the 
Lord's ſupper. ' his is called diſcipline; but then it 
is perfectly conſiſtent, nor can it be otherwiſe, If any 
one be in the claſs or diviſion of the baptized, he hath 
renounced ſatan and all his works and ways; and it 
is expected of him that he ſhould keep from evil things, 
and follow after that which is good, But if he again 
addict himſelf to fin, he belongs no more to that 


claſs or diviſion, but is reckoned among the fallen, 
| This 
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This again is called diſcipline; but it is order, and 
muſt be ſo in a-congregation, 

Does any one again audaciouſly ſin and enter into 
| heatheriſm, and he is on that account totally excluded 
from the congregation, he does not ſuffer wrongfully; 
for he no longer belongs to it, 

This diſcipline, where every one is placed in that 
claſs to which he belongs, and where he is diſplaced 
when no longer belonging to it, is very needful among 
the heathen, and wherever it is neglected, nothing but 
hurt enſues, It is likewiſe conformable to the mind 
of Chriſt, and much recommended by tte apoſtles of 
the Lord. The brethren, therefore, who ſerve among 
the heathen, ought juſily to maintain it, and God our 
Saviour owns it, and lays his biefling upon it. I my- 
ſelf have ſeen, among the heathen, ſuch conſequences 
from it, as have aſtoniſhed me. People of a rough caſt 
have taken it ſo deeply to heart, when excluded from 
their treſpective ſocieties, that they came, and of their 
own accord begged the congregation on their knees 
and with tears. to forgive them; nay, after the meet- 
ing, they ſtepped to the door, and moſt heartily be- 
ſought every one fingly to forgive them. Indeed 
many, that have given public offence, are publicly 
abſolved, kneeling, in the congregation, with the ſpi- 
rit of the church,. that is to ſay, with the unanimous 
conſent of all hearts; and this is by them not 
looked upon as a puniſhment, but conſidered as a 
benefit, Such tranſactions as theſe are likewiſe gene- 
rally accompanied with many tears, not only of the 
returning penitent, but alſo of all preſent, For the 
Lord walketh in the midſt of the congregation, and 
owns that which is performed in his name.“ 


* See Oldendorp's Hiſtory of the Miſhons, vol, ii. b. 2. 
55 —. 4. $4, and 5.—b. 3. 52. 
For 
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For the reſt it is to be obſerved, that the eongrega- 
tion diſcipline could not, in itſelf be of that utility, 
which is uſually conſequent upon it, were it not that 
the Holy Spirit, who is fo active in the congregation, 
did himſelf graciouſly interfere- in this matter. But 
to him we owe thankſgiving, that a poor man, by 
occaſion of this diſcipline, acknowledges his fins, 
heartily repents of them, confeſſes them before the 
congregation, and renounces them. 

Wherever ſundry brethren and ſiſters are labouring 
in a miſſion, and form an houſe-conygregation ; there 
they are, without reſpect to perſons, to uſe the ſame 
earneſtneſs towards each other, and if that be neglected, 
the Lord himſelf will ſometimes take it in hand, and 
remove ſuch as might prove a hurt to his cauſe, 


$ 66. 


SUPERSTITIONS and idolatrous cuſtoms will at 
times glide along in the dark, and are not fo very 
eaſily detected. To theſe belong eſpecially witcheraft, 
and the ſhameful power of lies, that occur among the 
heathen, But the more one gains their confidence, 
the more eaſily are they brought to light; eſpecially 
if ſome of the ſorccrers themſelves are converted, 
which happens now and then, though ſeldom. For 
when theſe begin cordially to confeſs, by what arts they 
have deceived others, one may then rightly perceive 
what is meant by this faying : that God gave up to 
ſtrong deluſion thoſe men, that did not like to retain 
him in their knowledge, that they ſhould believe a lie. 
But if fuch things only come to the light, they ſtand. 


+ See Oldendorp's Hillory of the Milkons, vol, ii. b. 2. & 7. 
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refated of themſelves. The brethren therefore ard 


only to be n thit they do not remain con- 


cealed. 
 Heatheniſh ornaments and fiheties, which are either 


the effect of pride, or have other bad motives at bot- 
tom, are not ſuffered among the baptized, An indian 
has his head ſhaven, but preferves ſome locks, which 
he hangs with ſtrings of pearls or coral (theſe are called 
wampont), and with various rings, and alſo with 
ſilver, He will flit the extremities of the ears, and 
place a braſs or ſilver wire in them, which he twiſts 
into a narrow Circular form, in otdet᷑ to join the ſepa- 
rated parts, which are cut in the middle, on both ſides 
or ends, He hath then a large ear, which he adorns 
with flowers and other ornaments. Beſides this, he 
will paint his face, perhaps alfo his breaſt, with red, 
blue, and other colors, &c. He will alſo etch or cut 
various figures, ſuch as ſerpents, turtles, and the like, 
on his face, his body, his arms, Ke. All theſe things 
we do not allow of in the baptized, but uſs them to 
2 plain, orderly indian dreſs. 

The nakedneſs of the heathen in hot climates, where 
they however uſe to hide what decency requires, can- 
not well be avoided, in -their daily occupations, e. g. 
when the ſlaves work in the fields. However a former 
national helper of the heathen congregation in St. 
Thomas, our late dear brother Mingo, who has now 
happily finiſhed his courſe, had brought it ſo fat 
among his. people, that they are all dreſſed when they 
come to a meeting, and eſpecially when they go to 
receive the holy communion. '- 

When one ſpeaks ofthe precepts, which; according 
to Acts xv. were to be given to believers among the 
Gentiles, I cannot ſay that our brethren were able to 
make uſe of them, For the heathen among whom 
N our 
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our brethren labour, are totally ignorant of the Iſrae- 
lites, and of the various laws which the Lord had 
enjoined them. They alſo live in countries, where 
they have no intercourſe with Jews. We cannot 
therefore tell them, that on account of not giving 
offence to the Jews, they ought to abſtain from this 
or that kind of food, But we muſt earneſtly admoniſh 
them, that they are not only to avoid fornication, but 
alſo whatever might give occaſion thereto, to which the 
heatheniſh plays and dancings belong; and ſhould any 
one notwithſtanding engage in ſuch things, be is then 
excluded, until he ſhall acknowledge his fin, and pro- 

miſe before God, never to do it any morez upon 
which, if a cordial repentance be perceived i in him, he 
is abſol ved. 

The natural connection which thoſe heathen, who 
are converted to Jeſus Chriſt, have with the other hea- 
then, that are not yet converted, is much more dan- 
gerous than one might at firſt i imagine, For it is poſ- 
ſible, that the friendſhip and near relationſhip of an 
awakened heathen, that hath obtained mercy, with 
other heatheniſh perſons, might prove an occaſion to 
their ſuffering in their faith, or at leaſt damage in 
their ſouls. Hence it is neceſlary, faithfully to incul- 
cate to them, the exhortations our Lord and Saviour 
gave to his diſciples, of denying friends, brothers, 
fathers and mothers, wives and children, For if they 
ſhould love any of their relatives better than the 
Saviour, they muſt already have fallen, and would 
thereby incur imminent danger of falling ftill more, 
and even loſing their own fouls thereby. For a per- 
verſe love to their relations would certainly lead them 
to pleaſe them in things that are contrary to the Lord, 
and ultimately plunge them into perdition, 

| Tg 
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To prevent ſuch things, which do not become a 
chriſtian, it has been found needful, here and there in 
the congregations among the heathen, to think of 
eſtabliſhing certain regulations. Theſe, after having 
been, in the preſence and with the concurrence of the 
moſt ſenſible men from among the negroes, well 
weighed, were written down, and read to the whole 
congregation. And as the members of it perceived, 
that every thing of that kind was meant for their good, 
they alſo promiſed to conduct themſelves accordingly, 
Now if any thing ſhould occur, that is contrary to the 
ſaid regu] tions, e. g. if any one ſhould wear heatheniſh 
ornaments, or become a party at games which are 
cuſtomary among the heathen, and the like, he is re« 
proved on that account, and the thing is laid aſide 
before it becomes a detriment to others, * 


$ 67. 


IT were needleſs to detain my readers with a rela- 
tion of the various abominations that occur in the 
marriages of the heathen, However I muſt obſerve, 
that it frequently happens, that a huſband has more 
than one wife, Now if ſuch an one ſhould be con- 
verted, what is to be done? Paul faith, „If any bro- 
ther hath a wife that bcheveth not, (that is yet a hea- 
then), and ſhe be pleaſed to dwell with him, let him 
not put her away,” 1 Cor, vii. 12. But again he 
ſaith; ** A biſhop muſt be blameleſs, the huſband of 
one wife,” &c. 1 Tim, iii. 2. Nor do we farther read 
of any order relative t this caſe, The brethren there- 
fore believed they would do beſt to keep to the fallow- 


ing points, namely: 


| * See Crantz's Hiſtory of Greenland, vol. ii. p. 133. 
and f. 96. 
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1. That they could not oblige a man that had, be- 
fore his converhon, taken more than one wife, to put 
away one, or more of them. 

2. But yet that they could not appoint ſuch a man 
to be a helper or ſervant in the congregation : and, 

3. That one, who believeth in Chriſt, it he marry, 
can take only ONE WIFE, and that he is bound alone 
to THAT WIFE, ſo long as ſhe liveth.“ 

For the reſt, the brethren not only inculcate to 
married people, in what manner they may condugt 
their married ſtate according to the mind of Jeſus, 
concerning which we find beautiful inſtructions in 
holy writ; but alſo impart a bleſſing to thoſe that 
engage in matrimony, ang faithfuly adviſe them to ao 
jt in the name of Jeſus 4 The miſſionaries likewiſe 
bleſs ſuch to their marriage, in the name of God, who 
entered into that ſtate as heathen, provided they have 


by baptiſm been incorporated into the church of Chriſt, 


and are partakers of the holy communion, See David 
Cran'z's Hiſtory of Greenland, vol. ji. p. 137. 89. 
There occur, however, with regard to the married 
ſtate among the ſlaves, even after their baptiſm, ſuch 
circumſtances, in which our brethren are totally at a 
Joſs how to act. If, e.g. a gentleman in the Weſt- 
ladies, who hath perhaps two or three hundred negroes 
on a plantation, dies, and leaves, many debts, his pro- 


perty, and of courſe his negroes, are ſold by auction. 


Such auctions are attended alſo by purchaſers from 
the neighbouring iſlands; and then it frequently 
occurs in that, as well as in other caſes, that not only 


* See Oldendorp's Hiſtory of the Miſſions, vol. ii. b. 4. 
& 1, towards the end. 


+ See Oldendorp's Hiſtory of the Miſſions, vol. ii. b. 2. 
8 b,-b. 3. $ g- and Crantz's Hiſtory of Greenland, vol. ji. 
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the parents become for ever ſeparated from their chil- 
dren, but the wives from their huſbands, 


5 68, 


Tux brethren take particular care of the children 
of the heathen. No opportunity is omitted to enforce 
to the parents a faithful inſpection of their children, to 
keep them carefully from every thing that is bad, and 
to inculcate to them, as much as poſſible, n which 
is good.“ 

Wherever it is practicable, as e. g. in 3 
they keep ſchools for them, inſtructing them in read- 
ing, and other uſeful things. And wherever this is 
not feaſible, as e. g. in the Weſt-Indies, where the 
children are not only much ſcattered, but are alſo 
employed by their maſters in various things; there 
they appoint certain days for meetings of the children, 
when they ſpeak to them in a manner ſuitable to their 
age and capacity, of the way of liſe, that is of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt 4 Sometimes they will change their 
diſcourſe into ſhort eaſy queſtions, in order to be the 
better underſtood, and at the ſame time to try, whether 
the children have apprehended what they ſaid. In 


ſundry places where the children are diſperſed, par- 
ticular perſons are appointed to viſit them, who have: 


no other commiſſion, than juſt to take notice of chil- 
dren, This regulation was fo acceptable to the chil. 
dren, that on ſpying their viſitors from far, they would 
run to meet them, and beg to flay with _ a little, 


* See Oldendorp's Hiſtory of the Miſbons, vol.i ii. b. 3. $ 4. 
See Crantz's Hiſtory of Greenland, vol. ii, P- 22. $ 5. 
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and then they would liſten with the greateſt en 
to the words e to them.“ | 
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TT is likewiſe a concern of the brethren, that have 
the care of the heathen, to bring thoſe that are con- 
verted to our Saviour, into good order outwardly, 
We have found in moſt places where brethren dwell 
among the heathen, that the latter go on without much 
care or thinking, Were they with ſuitable conſidera- 
tion to regulate their matters, duly to take care and 
manage what providence gives to them, they would 
not ſo often be driven to the utmoſt diſtreſs. But in- 
Read of that, they are idle when they ſhould labour, 
and when they have any thing to eat, they will ſquan- 
der it in an extravagant manner; and afterward they 
are miſerably diſtreſſed tor waut of food, and tormented 
by the cares of this life, 

But when they are baptized, the brethren bd 


chem to a regular labour, e. g. to plant in due ſcaſon, 


to bunt, to fiſh, and do every thing needſul : -thry alſo 
learn of the brethren how to keep and preferve what 
they may get, for the winter, And being incapable 
of making a proper calculation (for they have no 
almanacks), and to regulate themſelves according to 
the ſeaſons, the brethren alto aſt them in this reſpect. 
1 will illuſtrate this by an, iaſtance or two. Dried. 
herrings are of great uſe to the Greenlanders in wins 
ter, for their ſubſiſtence; but when taey grow wet, 
they are ſpoiled. To obviate this, the brethren not 
only encourage the Greenlanders to be diligent in 


* See Oldendorp's Hiſtory of the Miſſions, vol. ii. b. 4, 
5 2, 3, 4=Þ.5- 81. 
F catching 
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catching herrings at the proper ſeaſon, but alſo to di 


them well, and aſſiſt them in preferving them dry, If 
the brethren are among the indians, they endeavour to 
get them to clear their fields at the right time, to ſur- 


round them with hedges, plant them with indian wheat, 


and to cut it down in a proper manner; thus a dif- 
ſerence is very perceptible between their people, and 
other indians; for if thoſe indjans, who have neglected 
planting, ſuffer hunger, the others have always ſ@ 
much, as to be able to ſpare a part of it to them. 


I 70. 


Var1ous things occaſionally occur, which muſt 
be brought into order among the heathen that are con- 
verted to Chriſt, If, e. g. a provider dies in Green» 
land, (thus they call the head of the family) the uidos 
and her orphans are worſe off than one can imagine. 
Or if a huſband loſes his wife, and ſhe has left a ſmall 
child, that ſtill wants the mother's breaſt, he is as 
badly off; for it is very difficult to get 8 Greenland 
woman to ſuckle any child but her own, Hence it 
is, that thoſe Greenlanders that are yet heatben, and 
live among heathen, find themſelves obliged; at times, 
to bury ſuch a motherleſs infant alive. Now if the 
caſe occurs, that the wife of an huſband dies, leaving 
a ſucking child behind, the. brethren do not reſt till 
they find a perſon that will take care of the little 
orphan, and give it ſuck with her own child. If the 
huſband dies, they divide the orphans, and take cate 
to have them properly educated, and likewiſe that the 
widow may be ſupplied with the neceflaries of liſe. a 


+l See Crantz's Hiſtory of Greenland, vol. 13 i, P · _ 
and f. 5 10.—p. 40%, and f. 99 
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In ſickneſſes, likewiſe, which happen among the hea 
then, the brethren are obliged frequently to take care 
of their people.“ 

There are indeed ſome people among the heathen, 
that know good remedies for various diſorders, and for 
this reaſon they are made uſe of by others, Among 
the indians in North America, there are, e. g. people 
who ſucceſsfully cure the bite of ſerpents, and to 
whom the neighbouring Europeans have recourſe in 
ſuch caſes, Alſo among the negroes in the Weſt 
Indies are ſkilful and experienced perſons, to whom 
others apply in their diſeaſes, But theſe heatheniſh 
doRors are jugglers, and generally affect to ſhew they 
cure the ſick by magic. Therefore -believers from 
among the heathen, when ſick, conſult their teachers, 
and often apply with ſucceſs ſuch remedies, - as they 
have for their own uſe, 


§ 71. 


Non EOV ER, divers fern that occur in the 
congregations among the heathen, reduce the hrethren 
to the neceſſity of taking care of them alſo in reſpect 
to their outward concerns. There was, c. g. a con- 
gregation of indians at Chekameka in the. diſtrict of 
New Vork, which had formerly in a fit of intoxication, 
and while they were ſtill heathen, ſold the right to 
their land for a trifle, and when, afterward, they be- 
eame converted, occaſion was taken from this, to drive 
them out of their country. Moſt of theſe people took 
refuge with the brethren at Bethlehem in Pennſylvania, 
and were, with the conſent of the governor of Penn 
ſylvania, received and treated in a brotherly and hoſe 


o See Crantz's Hiſtory of Greenland, vol. i. p. 390. $ 4. 
pitable 
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pitzble manner. A piece of land was purchaſed for 
them on the Mahoni, which anſwered the purpoſe of 
huating, as well as for the cultivation of their corn, 
and they were aſſiſted by the brethren in building, and 
in the management of their outward matters.* 

The ſame thing happened with other indians, who 
were obliged to quit the land they had ſold, at 

Wechquatnach + 
Tue in lian congregation at Meniolagomekah expe- 
rienced the ſame fate, and the brethren could not for- 
bear lending them a helping hand in ſuch circumſtan- 
ces, and caring for their ſupport. 

In the year 1755, the brethren, who lived with the 
indian congregation on the Mahoni, were ſurpriſed, 
at the beginning of the night, by thoſe indians, who 
had taken up the hatchet againſt the Engliſh (that is, 
accbrding to their language, had begun the war); they 
killed eleven of the brethren, diſperſed the whole con- 
gregation, and laid the whole place in aſhes. But 
the brethren ſought again for the ſcattered ſheep, took 
them to Bethlehem, where they provided for them, and 
took the ſame care of theic fouls, as they had done 
before. || 
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Tu aim of the viſitations which are from time to 
time appointed, is, that a brother, nominated by the 
direction of the Unity, may inform himſelf in the 
miſſions, how it goes with them in the whole, and 
individually, Some things are of ſuch a nature, as 
immediately to admit of better regulation, if requilke z 


* See Crantz's Hiſtory of the Brethren, p. 331, and f. 
§ 139. + Ibid, p. 424, and f. $ 188. f Ibid, p. 424, &c. 
y Ibid, p. 468, and f. $ 217.—p. 472, aud f. F 220. | 
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others however require ſome deliberation witn the 
EIders Conference of the Unity, and are mentioned 
previouſly by letters from the viſitor, or laid before 
them by word of mouth on his return, What a viſitor 
has to take notice of in a miſſion, is, in the firſt place, 
the doctrine and mode of teaching; tor we are ever to 
be upon our guard, leſt avy thing ſhould creep in that 
might be contrary to ſound doctrine, and that nothing 
might be withheld, or omitted, belonging to the whole 
counſel of God concerning our ſalvation ; as alſo, that 
no one depart from ſimplicity in the preaching of the 
goſpel. In the next place he is required to obſerve, 
how it is with the brethren and fifters, who are ap- 
pointed together in a miſſion, relative to their inward 
and outward fate ; whether any of them have ſuffered 
Hurt in their ſoul ; whether their calling, to ſerve our 
Saviour among the heathen, be ſtill important and 
precious to them; whether thy live together in hearty 
and brotherly love; whether each, on his part, does 
what might juſtly be expected of him, &c, 

Beſides this, it is incumbent on him to learn to know 
the congregation in general, and the members of it in 
particular, In the mectings, he not only conſiders, 
whether cvery thing be tranſacted with that decency 
becoming divine things, but alſo obſerves particularly, 
whether the gracious preſence of our Saviour is felt 
and perceived in them, He converſes with the 
labourers upon all the orders and regulations in the 
congregationz and where he obſerves any thing that 
ſeems to require an alteration, he ſpeaks with them 


relative to it. In ſpeaking;with the ſingle members 


of the congregation, that is to ſay, with the baptized. 
and communicants, he endeavours to learn, whether 


they have actually, as poor ſinners, ſought and found 


grace at the feet of Jeſus, and whether they continue 
in 


[17] 


in the grace they once obtained, are obedient to the 
dictates of the holy Spirit, hating and eſchewing that 
which is evil, but loving and following after that 
which is good; and whether they ſtand in a conſiden- 
fial intercourſe with Jeſus Chriſt, and through him 
with our dear Father in heaven, as alfo, whether they 
walk in love, &c. He attends himſelf the conferences 
of the helpers, obſerving whether openneſs, fincerity 
and confidence rule among them, He alſo enquires 
upon what footing the brethren are with their deac 
magiſtrates and neighbours, 

Such viſitations take up a great deal of time, and 
are not only very expenſive, but alſo, efpecially when 
one is obliged to croſs the ſeas in time of war, attended 
with much danger. In the mean while, they are not 
only uſeful, but alſo neceſſary ſometimes, they have 
therefore been held in Greenland and Terra Labrador, 
as well as in North and South America, and in the EA, 
and . Indies, It is indeed our hearty wiſh that they 
might take place more frequently.“ 


973. 


To comprise the whole briefly together, the labours 
of the brethren among the heathen aim at this, that 
they might be enabled to ſay of a truth: Whether 


* One of the laſt viſitations took place in the Engliſh 
Weſt-India iſlands, S. Chrifopber, Artigea, Jamaica, and 
Barbados: our dear brother Martin Mack performed it, 
in conſequence of a commiſſion from the Elders Conference 
of the Unity, He was a biſhop of the Erethten's church, 
and is lately (after à faithful and bleſſed ſervice of more than 
thirty years among the heathen, chiefly in the Daniſh 
Carribee iſlands) entered intq the joy of his Lord at St. 
Croix. 
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we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, 
we die unto the Loid: whether we live, therefore, 
or die, we are the Lord's,“ Rom. xiv. 8. 'I bat the 
brethren's labour is not in vain, for this glory is due ta 
God alone, who cauſeth his goſpel to approve itſelf as 
the power of God unto ſalvation, to every one that 
belicveth. O how often are they rejoiced, and encou- 
raged to praiſe the Lord, when poor heathen, who 
put their truſt in Jeſus, finiſh their courſe through 
this life comfortably and joyfully, in a confident hope 
of eternal life, amidſt all the pains of their bodies.“ 
The brethren likewiſe appoint every where, where it 
is practicable, burying places for the converted fiom 
among the heathen; and whereas the unconverted 
heathen- depoſit their dead into the ground, wherevcr 
the relations think proper, with howling and ſhouting, 
the brethren treat the burials in a manner becomigg 
chriſtians, At the grave, either the miſſionary, or 
one of their helpers, delivers a diſcourſe to the people 
aſſembled, which on ſuch occaſions are generally very 
numerous, and then concludes with prayer and giving 
of thanks. 

Now ſmall as this labour of the brethren among the 
hęatnen may appear to one or the other; yet if the 
words of our Saviour were duly conſidered ; ** What, 
ſhall it profit a man, it he ſhall gain the whole world, and 
loſe his own ſoul ?” it would cauſe one to think other- 
wiſe, Far if it is clear from this paſſage, that one 
ſou] is of more value before God, than all the riches 
of the whole world, (and this is however the plain 
ſenſe of this ſaying) then is the ſalvation of a ſingle 


* See O:dendorp's Hiſtory of the Miſſion, &c. vol. ii. b. 


4. $ 3-—b. 5. $ 3. and Crantz's Hiſtory of Greenland, 
vol, ü. p. 441, and f. $ 38, 
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keathen, who through the goſpel is brought to Chriſt, 
and obtains in him the forgiveneſs of fin, life and ſal- 
vation, to be far more highly eſteemed, than the gain 
of the whole world, 

This treatiſe was not written with a view to praiſe 

the brethren: For who are we, that God ſhould count 
us worthy to make any uſe at all of us? We have 
made many miſtakes every where, and we ſtill com- 
mit many, Had we done all things, which are 
commanded us, we ſtill could, according to the word 
of the Lord, ſay nothing elſe, but that we arc unpro- 
fitable ſeryants: we have done that which was our 
duty to do, And what does an unprofitable ſeryant 
deſerve? We wi!l 'be glad and thankful if the Lord 
in mercy forgives us our debts, 
_ Meanwhile that which we do among the heathen is 
not our work, but the Lord's. The ground we have 
to cultiyate is the Lord's, He himſelf does all things 
by his powerful word, and by his Holy Spirit, For 
* neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he 
that watereth; but God that giveth the increaſe,” 
1 Cor. iii. 7. In the mean time, the ſervants of Jeſus 
have however the honour of being called, in holy writ, 
labourers together with God, 

For this cauſe we entreat that no man may ſtand in 
our way, in that which God hath commanded us, and 
in what he himſelf hath put into our hands. If this 
be done, (and it has, alas, been too often done) we 
ſhall certainly bear it; yea, we ſhall pray for our 
oppoſers, which we do indeed in ſtillneſs, as well as 
in our litany; but let ſuch an one conſider, that he 
is fighting againſt God, who will have all men to 
be ſaved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 

We hereby thank our friends, our brethren and 
ſiſters, heartily, for the ſhare they have hitherto 

taken 


0 
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taken in our labour among the heathen, and ſor 
ſupporting them, partly with their prayers and bleſ- 
fing, and partly by their willing contributions, The 
words of John in his third epittle, verſe 5, &c. may 
de properly applied here: “ Beloved, thou doſt faith- 
fully, whatſoever thou doſt to the brethren, and to 
trangers ;**—that is, to ſuch ſtrangers as thou enter- 
taineſt—** which have borne witneſs of thy charity 
before the church: whom if thou bring forward on 
their journey after a godly fort, thou ſhalt do well, 
Becauſe that for his name's ſake they went forth, 
taking nothing of the Gentiles,” —like Paul, 1 Cor. 
ix. 18. We therefore ought to receive ſuch, that we 
might be fellow-helpers to the truth.“ For John ſaith 
concerning Divtrephes : “ He himſelf doth not receive 
the brethren, and foib ddeth them that would, and 
caſteth tem out of the church,” 3 John 0. b 
But we will pray to God, that he may farther give 
us the right perſons for his ſervice among the heathen, 
that he would hill them with love to him, and with love 
to the poor fouls whom Chriſt bath purchaſed with his 
own blood—that he would be with them in their 
Jabours, and cauſe his bleſſing to reſt upon them—that 
he would open the hearts of the heathen, as he for- 
merly opened that of Lydia, that they may take to 
heart the word, and receive it in faith—that he would 
not ſuffer the beautiful ſeed of the Lord among the 
heathen to be trodden under foot by wild beaſts—that 
he rather would cauſe it to ſpring up, to grow and 
bring forth fruit that may ripen well—and that he 
may grant them rain and ſun-ſhine in cue ſcaſon—in 
a word: that he may ſpread his kingdom over the 
whole earth. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 


and to the Holy Ghoſt, Ame 
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4.) A LETTER TO 4 Fritxd; 1x wHicH SOME 
Accouxr is GIVEN OF. THE BRETHREN'S 
SOCIETY FOR THE FURTHERANCE OF THB 
GosrEL AMONG THE HEATHEN, 


| >————c— —— — —— 
My vtzxy DEAR FRIEND, 


OME of the brethren had a meeting to-day, when 

we revived our Society for the “ furtherance of 
the goſpel. among the heathen in the Britiſh domi- 
nions,” and ſettled it on a more enlarged plan; but 
as you may be glad to know ſomething of thForiginal 
deſign of this ſcciety, I will endeavour to give you as 
exact an account as I am able, of the occaſion which 
gave riſe to the deſign of beginning ſuch a ſociety 
almoſt twenty-ſeven years ago, and what our ſociety 
then was, 


Tu E ſociety is even now but ſmall, and was begun 
by a few perſons of the middle rank, or rather ſome- 
thing above the lower fort of people, but they were 
filled with a zeal, perhaps ſeldom to be found but 
among perſons of that rank; they were a good natured 
willing people, quite in earneſt in the matter, and [ 
can aſſure you, it was one of the greateſt pleaſures of 
my life, to ſce thoſe few ſo hearty and alive in the 
thing, 

THE 


{ rt2 } 


* r —— 
— _ — 
| 


Tr E brethren's church having had invitations t4 
preach the goſpel to the heathen, in ſome parts of the 
Britiſh America, ſome members of that church came 
to London in their way thither, and being unacquaint- 
ed with the language, had, at their firſt ſetting out, 
many and troubleſome difficulties, and were liable to 
uncommonly diſagreeable circumſtances, for want of 
being properly underſtood and known, and for want of 
ſome friendly care and recommendation to the cap- 
tains of the ſhips they went with, and to ſome friends 
in the countries they went to; neither were they 
abounding in this world's goods, but had a truly an- 
tient apoſtolical truſt in God, that he wauld know 
how to bring them to the places they were going to; 

and as they had little experience in the price of freight, 
and the charges of long voyages, they were not always 
ſufficiently provided, a priori, with the money neceſ- 
ſary to ſuch purpoſes. 
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SOME 'perſons in London, with whom they had 
providentially become acquainted, took their circum- 
ſtances into conſideration, and wiſhed to know how to 
act in the beſt manner to aſſiſt thoſe whom they ſaw 
venturing their lives and heaith in order to bring 
the h:athen to the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, for the 
ſalvation of their immortal ſouls, 


Ius r tell you, my dear friend, that the very, 
fight of theſe truly apoſtolical men, and their zeal for 
the converſion of the heathen, not in a preſumptuous 
or vain ſpirit, or phariſaical affectation, but full of a 
humane, chearful, humble behaviour, was ſo edifying 
to us, that it made us,. who were intimate with them, 


and witneſſes to their conduct here, wilh mult zealouſſy 
on | « # 
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to take ſhare in their undertaking, which we thou ht 
might be poſſible for us here to execute, and properly 
to FYAL HER them on their way, and thence we tos 
the riame of the ** Society for the furtherance of the 
goſpel.” I remember the ideas we then had, and the 
ſpirit of our firſt mectings, 


Wr believed, that our Saviour had dicd for the 
whole world, and would have all men to be ſaved by 
the knowledge of the truth, which he had ordered to 
be preach d to all nations: We ſaw theſe men willing 
to garry the goſpel] to the heathen in perſon, at all 
hazards, and we ſaw that they did it cut cf love for 
Jeſus Chaſt, and a defire to full his will, and a ten- 
der ccncern for the ſalvation of the heathen, and that 
they had embraced the providential call they had to 
this bleſſed bulineſs, 


Wr recollected that there was one Lord, one Sa- 
viour for us and them, and that, though we for our 
perſons thought we had not, or perhaps never might, 
have the ſame call with them to go and preach to the 
heathen in perſon, yet being redeemed by the ſame 
precious blood of Ciſt, and having belicved the 
goſpel, as well as theſe willing miſſionaries, we had 
in general the very ſame inducement, which they had, 
to be helpful in our reſpective ſtations and callings to 
the furthering of that work, which we ſuppoſed very 
. reaſonably would be agreeable to the univerſal Lover, 
Saviour and Friend of mankind, who had laid down 
his life for his enemies, who only need he known to te 
beloved and obeyed, and in whoſe name alone there is 
compleat ſalvation, 
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Arp although the being a member of this ſociety 
does not imply a call to go in perſon among the hea- 
then, but only ſhews our free, willing and difintereſted 
deſire to ſerve the miſſions; yet we muſt own, that 
at times we haye felt in our meetings ſuch a ſtrong 
impulſe to take perſonal ſhare in their miſſions, that 
we all fain would have gone ourſelves on that impor- 
tant errand, Indeed ſome of us have been bleft with 
ſuch a call now and then; but the remainder have had 
the comfort to be faithful partakers and promoters 
of this great work of God, by catching at every oppor» 
tunity to ſerve it at home, by giving all the aſſiſtance 
in our power. 


W were at firſt but a few, and theſe met together 
to conſider, how we might contrive to make the little 
help, each of us could give, become any thing worth 
naming by being added together, and to make that 
little go as far as it could, To this purpoſe we reſolved 
to form ourſelves into a ſocicty, towards the deſigns of 
which each member might contribute ſtated y or occa- 
ſionally, his little mite, each according to his ability, 
without te-zing or preſſing one another to enlarge the 
contribution, as we believed, that our generous Saviour 
had no pleaſure in conſtrained gifts, and that he likes 
only ſuch as are giyen out of a free, willing heart, ſo 
we made that a principal point with us; and I can 
truly ſay, we wanted then more to reſtrain our meme» 
bers, as to the largeneſs of the ſum, than to urge them 
to an increaſe of their contribution. Such was the 
ſpirit of thoſe days. 


We employed ourſelves therefore as a ſociety in 
receiving and entertaining ſuch miſhonaties who paſſed 
: | | through 
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through London in their way to America, providing 
them proper lodgings, taking care to ſupply what 
might be wanting for their freight and proviſions, and 
- ſome neceſſary refreſhments in their voyage, recom- 
mending them to the captains, making the bargain for 
their paſſage, taking care of their letters, doing their 
little commiſſions, and indeed every kind of thing, 
wherein we could further them, or be of pleaſure of 
ſervice to them; and, can you think, that was not 
a pleaſure to ourſelves? My dear friend, it was a 
great one, and it was a very great advantage to us to 
ſee ſo many apoſtolical people, whom the delays of 
their voyages kept here occaſionally, a conſiderable 
time amongſt us, eſpecially in war time by embargo's, 
waiting for convoys, &c. They were much to our 
edification, ſtrengthening and confirming our faith in 
Jeſus Chriſt, not only by their words; but by their 


good example, 


So we went on for ſeveral years; but at laſt the 
brethren's church, by the miſſions increafing, was 
obliged to appoint general deputies of all their churches 
who had the care for providing for their heathen miſ- 

ſions in all parts of the world, who receive the con- 
| tributions of all their churches to this work, But we 
have now deſired, that our ſociety here be revived, 
particularly for that branch of the heathen miſſion in 
the Britiſh dominions, that we may again take our 
little ſhare in our ſcveral branches of aſſittance, which 
the general heathen deputies had for ſeveral yeats 
entirely taken upon themſelves, and we are much 
obliged to them, and to all our churches, for the plen- 
tiful contributions they have given theſe many years 
to the heathen miſſions i in the Britiſh dominions, and 

= doubt 
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doubt not of their kind continuance, of which we have 
the cleareſt hopes, : 


As many of the old members therefore as were ſtill 
in London, met together to-day, to renew and revive 
our ſociety, and we had the pl-ature to have ſeveral 
of the ancient brethren of the brethren's church with 
us, with whom we firſt became acquainted, in tir 
paſſage through London, in their way to the heathen, 
and who were at the firſt forming of the ſociety, almuit 
ewenty-ſcven years ago. 

AT this meeting we tried to give our ſociety a con- 
fiſtence; we reviſed our rules, choſe new members 
of the ſociety -by ballot“, appointed by a majority of 
votes, ſix perſons to be the committee for current 
affairs of the ſociety, one of whom was choſen trea« 
ſurer of the ſociety, and the other ſecretary ; the for- 


mer correſponds alſo with the general deputies of all 


the brethren's churches for the heathen miſſion, and 
two brethren, who are called ſervants of the ſocicty, 
whoſe bufineſs is chicfly to execute the reſolutions of 
the committee and ſociety, in the ſeveral branches of 
activity neceſſary in buying in ſhip-proviſions and 
refteſhments, in ſpeaking with the captains the miſ- 
fionarics go with, making the bargain for their paſſage, . 
couductiag them in proper time on board, doing their 
bulineis at the Cuſtom-houſe, &c, and every one of 
the ſocicty aud committee are engaged to be aſſiſtant 
to theſe two fervants, occahonaHy, in executing the 
reſolutions of the committee and fociety, 


* One rejecting bellor 1s ſuſſicĩent to hinder any perſon 


being chole a member, 


Tux 
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Tux committee meet as often as there is occaſion, 
generally once a week, the whole ſocicty at leaſt once 
a month, 


Tur proper conſtituent members of the ſociety 


are all of them actual members of the United Brethren's 
church, and every ordained miniſter of the Brethren's 


church, who happens to be preſent in London, has a 
right by our rules to a feat and vote in the committee, 
and we have reaſon to expect many good ſervices from 
their preſence and encouragement, 


Bor by our rules we can admit honorary mem- 
bers and correſpondent members, not of our church, 
who, when in London, can be occaſionally preſent, 
not only at the public general meeting, when the 
accounts of the progreſs of the goſpel among the 
heathen are read, but alſo at the meeting of the mem- 
bers of the ſociety, To theſe honorary or correſ- 
_ pendent members will be communicated, occaſionally, 
' the freſheſt accounts we receive of the work of the 
Lord among the heathen, which is the chief joy of 


the ſociety, and for the ſake of which we are a ſociety, 


and wWe find every where that the narration of the 
free-willing ſufferings of Chriſt for the fins of the 
world, is received by the heathen with attention, 
and when indeed believed by them, changes their 
hearts and whole life, and ſhews plainly that true 
faith cannot but produce good works and a proper 


behaviour, and that theſe heathen believers become 


happy in themſelves, and very exemplary chriſtians, 
Of this wWe have ſeveral thouſand initances among 


the divers nations of the indians in North and 
- South- America, the Greenlanders,* and the negroes 


in 
As alſo the Eſquimaux in Terra Labrador. 


k 
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in the Weſt-India iflands, and they not only became 
happy and good chriſtians for themſelves, but con- 
ſequently good neighbours, good ſubjects, and uſeful 
to ſociety in general, and the negroes in particular 
very faithful to their maſters, 


No perſon of the ſociety is required, be he actual 
member, honorary member, or corre ſpondent mem- 
ber, to contribute, Some are not able to contri» 
bute much, others can contribute more, and when 
the members of the ſociety meet at their monthly or 
occaſional meetings, each perſon may put in a box, 
placed in the room for that purpoſe, whatever he 
ſhall be diſpoſed to give, quite unobſerved, If there 
ſhall happen to be a call for any extraordinary ex- 
pence, the affair will be mentioned, and no one will 
be hindered from giving openly according to the 
exigence of the caſe, but no one is conſtrained to give 
' at all. 


AT the ſeveral meetings of the ſociety, any matter 
which occurs will be related, or any thing which re- 
quires deliberation will be conſulted about, an ac- 

count will be given of what has been received and laid 
out, what may be wanted to be dune, what miſſions 
are going forward, what the ſucceſs is, or promiſes to 
be here or there; the committee report what has paſſed 
in their meetings, &c. 


Every year the whyle committee can be continued, 
or changed at the plgaffire of the ſociety, 


Ap at the meetings of the ſociety any of our rules 
or proceedings can be corrected or altered, if needful, 
tor 
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for we know that all human things may be altered for 
the better, 


Ar the above-mentioned public meeting, the ac- 
counts of the progreſs of the goſpel are read openly 
at Fetter Lane Chapel monthly; at which alſo ſtran- 
gets, who behave orverly, are admitted, 


T1ro0vcH we have hitherto publiſhed to the world 
but very little of the detail of our ſucceſs in the hea- 
then miſhons, except, very lately, the Greenland hiſ- 
tory, [which is indeed well worth the attention of all 
chriſtians of every denomination, and which we were 
forced to publiſh by the reproaches of ſome pious ſer- 
van's of God, not of our church, who blamed us fox 
concealing ſo long the marvellous effects of the grace 
of God upon thoſe barbarians. To nim be glory and 
honour for ever. Amen.] I ſay, though we haye 
hitherto publiſhed ſo little to the world in general of 
the detail of our miſhons, yet we cannot withheld from 
our own people the comfortable accounts we neceive 
from thence, and as we hope that the prayers of all 
good and ſerious people, who may come freely to that 
monthly public meeting, (and we ſuppoſe ſcarce any 
elſe will find any pleaſure in being there) will be of 
ſervice to our undertaking, we therefore read theſe 
accounts with open doors, 


Wr have frequently wanted more money than we 
had any viſible proſpect of receiving, yet God ſtirred 
up the hearts of the ſociety and its friends and well- 
wiſhers, ſo that we were able to Jo many things more 
than our means ſeemed to promiſe, and his bleſſing and 
gracious countenance was upon us. | 


May 
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May he be pleaſed to bleſs the renewal of this 
ſociety, to take pleaſure in us, to give and kecp up in 
us a lively and genuine free ſpirit, and even ſuch poor 
beings as we are, ſhall be uſeful in our little degree to 
his kingdom and ſervice, 


I ForGOT to tell you, that our ſocicty meets at 
No. 10. Nevil's- Court, Fetter-Lane, Fleet-Street. 


I am, 


. My very dear friend 
Tondo, 1 ; 
Ee. 37 1768. | 

Ever Yours, &c, 


J. H. 


5.) STATED 


b.) STATED RUILESs or The BRETHREN'S 
SOCIETY, FOR THE FURTHEKANCE OF 
THE GOSPEL AMONG THE HEATHEN, 


. , 1 
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E, whoſe names are under- written, being cort- 

vinced, that the Brethren's church hath a 
peculiar call from God to carry the glad tidings of 
ſalvation to the heathen, and efpecially to ſuch as 
never yet heard of the Redeemer of the world; and 
knowing alfo that many miniſters and members of the 
faid chureh are now actually employed in this bleſſed 
work, the ſuccefs and happy fruits of whoſe labout 
are ſeen in many places; and being ourſelves in union 
with this church, cannot but moſt ardently wiſh to 
promote this great work of God to the beſt of our 
power. . * 0 l b : 


 FntxFfrFORE we have reſolved to form ourſelves 
into a fociety, under the appellation of The Bre- 
thren's Society for the Furtherance of the Goſpel 
among the Heathen,” and unanimouſly agreed upon 
the following articles as the ſtated rules of this 
ſociety. | 


ARTICLE 1. 


Tus ſociety is not formed in oppoſition to any 
other of the like nature, nor is it to interfere with the 
charities of any other ſocicty whatever, 


Q ARTI- 


[ 122] 


ARTICLE n. 


Tuts ſociety is to conſiſt of members of the Bre- 
thren's church, and is properly eſtabliſhed here in 
London, where they will regularly meet; yet members 
may alſo be choſen, who reſide in other _ of the 
Britiſh dominions, or elſewhere. 


ARTICLE In. 


Bur befide the aforeſaid members of the ſociety, 
perſons who are not of the Brethren's church, but are 
friends and well-wiſhers of the furtherance of the goſ- 
pel among the heathen, may be choſen as honorary 
members of this ſociety z to whom, from time to time. 
accounts will be communicated of the work of our 
Lord among the heathen through the Brethren's mif- 

ſions; and ſuch honorary members may be admitted 
O occafionally to the meetings of the ſociety. 


ARTICLE IV. 


Tur deſign of this ſociety being to affiſt thoſe 
miſſionaries and their helpers, whom the directors of 
the miſſions of the Brethren's church may ſend to the 
heathen in different parts of the world, we will not 
confine our aſſiſtance of thoſe miſſionaries to gifts and 
contributions only, but it will be our great pleaſure 
to promote this amiable work with our beſt ſervices, 
in all reſpects, by entertaining them during their abode 
in England, and alſo ſupplying them with all neceſ- 
faries for their paſſage to the places of their deſtina- 


tion, and during their teſidence at thoſe places. 


/ ARTI- 
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ARTICLE V. 


ArTnorcn our chief aim is to further the goſpel, 
and aſſiſt the miſſionaries in the Britiſh dominions in 
America, and other parts of the world, yet we are alſo 
deſirous to give all poſſible aid to the Brethren's 
miſſions among the heathen in other countries, 


ARTICLE VL 


AND whereas the UniTas FRaTruM, for many 
years ſucceſſively, hath appointed deputies, and com- 
mitted unto them the care of the heathen miſſions, and 
the management of the contributions, which, for the 
unavoidabie expences attending this work of God, are 


given freely, from time to time, by the Brethren's 


congregations and by others; we will therefore act in 
connection and fellowſhip with theſe deputies; on 
which account our ſecretary, and other brethren of the 
committee, are to cultivate a conſtant correſpondence 


with them, that we may be informed of the occaſions 


requiring our aſſiſtance, and be ready to aſũſt. 


ARTICLE VII. 


Axp whereas the aforeſaid deputies of the Brethren's 
church have always a correſponding agent, who reſides 
in London, to execute their commiſſions, we will 
| always be ready to give him all the — we can 


therein. 


ARTICLE VIII. 


_ Evexy one of us is willing to add his mite to thoſe 
free gifts made at ſtated times, in the Brethren's con- 


Q 2 gregations, 
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gregations, for the ſervice of the miſſions among the 
heathen. But beſides this, a box ſhall be placed in the 
room where we meet, into which every member of the 
ſociety may put at any time what he thinks proper, 
all which is to be employed for the uſe of the ſaid 
miſſions. The committee is to take an exact account 
of this money, as wel]! as what may come in by way 
of donation, legacy, or otherwiſe, and alſo how it is 


expended; and this account is to be laid before the 


ſociety once in three months, \ 


ARTICLE IX. 


Ir this ſociety, or one or more members thereof, 
mould be appointed truſtees of any lands, for a ſettles. 
ment among the heathen, in that caſe we engage to be 
faithful to our truſt, and not claim for ourſelves, at 
any time, what ſhall be ſettled upon us in truſt, 


ARTICLE X. 


Tur ordinary meeting of the ſociety to be once a 
raonth, at a time and place to be determined upon by 
the ſociety, and as ſoon as can conveniently be, after 
the day on which accounts of the progreſs of the goſ- 


pel, eſpecially among the heathen, are uſually read in 
the Brethren's chapel, 


ARTICLE XI, 


Tur ſociety is to chuſe a committee, conſiſting of 
fix members, a ſecretary, and one or two ſefvants z 
one of the committce is to be appointed treaſurer ; and 
all the ordained miniſters of the Brethren's church ꝑre- 


ſent 
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ſent in Lonfon, are to be looked upon as members of 
the committee, and each of them to have a vote. 


ARTICLE XII. 


THE members of the committee are to act as depu- 
Ves of the ſociety, and are to meet once a week, or as 
often as may be thought needful for the diſpatch of 


buſineſs, and four of the committee are impowered to 
do bulineſs, 


ARTICLE A. 


Tur committee may call an extraordinary meeting 
of the ſociety, when buſineſs requires. 


ARTICLE a0 


Tur committee is impowered, upon any emergency, 
to borrow in the name of the ſociety, or contract debts 
of any ſum not exceeding fifty pounds. 


ARTICLE XV. 


AT the firſt meeting-of the ſociety in every year, 
the ſix members of the committee, the ſecretary, and 
the ſervants are either to be continued in their offices, 
or others elected in their places, 


ARTICLE XVI, 


Uros the deccaſe or removal of any member of the 
committee, or any other incident requiring a new 
choice, the committee is to propoſe ſuch perſon or 
perſous 


| [ 326 | 
perſons to the ſociety whom they think proper for the 
office, 


ARTICLE XVI. 


Sven perſons ought to be members of the Bre- 
thren's congregation, of a good capacity, and a good 
character among the Brethren, as well as among their 
fellow-ſubjeas, 


ARTICLE XVIIL 


Prxsoxs propoſed by the committee to the ſociety, 
for members of the committee, are to be choſen by the 
majority of the members of the ſociety preſent, 


ARTICLE XIX. 


WHENEVER any new member or members are to 
be propoſed to the ſociety, the committee is firſt to 
conſider whether ſuch perſon or perſons may be of uſe 
to the ſociety in carrying on the abovementioned pur- 
poſes: And if the perſons propoſed by the committee 
are approved of by the unanimous choice of the ſociety, 
by ballot, then ſuch perſon or perſons are to be ad- 
mitted members, * 

ARTICLE XX. 


Bor if, on the ballot, there ſhould be any nega- 
tive to the choice. of the perſon propoſed, the member 
or members objecting, are to mention his or their 
objection to ſome member of the committee, when 
the caſe is to be reconſidered ; and if the object ion 
can be removed, to the ſatisfation of the objector, 
ſuch perſon or 'perſons may be propoſed a ſecond time 
to the ſociety; and if no new negative appears upon 


the ballot, he or they are to be then admitted members. 
ART I- 
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ARTICLE XXI. 


No member of the ſociety is to acquaint any one, 
either of his being propoſed or choſen a member of the 
fociety, for this is to be done by the ſecretary, or ſome 
other member of the committee appointed for it, as 


circumftances require, 
ARTICLE XXII. 


No perſon once admitted into this ſociety is to be 
removed out of it, but after mature conſideration of 
the committee, and with the conſent of the majority 
of the ſociety z and a perſon thus removed not to be 


readmitted but by ballot, 
ARTICLE XXIII. 


WuErn any new members are admitted, the rules 
of the ſociety are to be zead to them, and each new 
member is to ſubſcribe them, | 


ARTICLE XXIV. 


Tux ſociety may form new articles, which are con- 
ſtent with the tenor of the above articles and the 
well-being of the ſociety, as circumſtances may heres 


after require, 


ARTICLE XXV. 


Tur above rules are not to be altered but on mature 
deliberation, and in a meeting of the Society, and by 
majority of votes; and previous to any alteration a 
month's notice ſhall be given, expreſſing the nature 
and deſign of the alteration propoſed to be made. 
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BOOKS PUBLISHED, 


RELATING TO THE 


'UNITAS FRATRUM, oz UNITED BRETHREN 


I. HE Ancient and Modern Hiſtory of the Bar- 

| THREN, or a ſuccint Narrative of the Proteſtaut 
Church of the UNITED Bzxtrthrex, or Unitas Fr a- 
TRUM, in the remoter, and particularly in the. prefent cen- 
tury. \ritten in German, by David ( ranzz, Author of the 
History of GREENLAND; publithed with ſome additional 
Notes, by benjamin La Trebe, 1780. Price in boards bs. Gd. 


2. An Exrostrrov oF CrrisTrawy Docryervg, as 
taught in the Proteſtant Church of the UND Bzt- 
THREN, or UN ITAS FRATRUM, Written in German, by 
Auguſt Getelicb Spangenberg, with a Preface by Lenjamin La 
Trove, 1784. Price in boards 58. 


3. The Hiſtory of GREENLAND, containing a Deſerip- 
tion of the Country and its Inhabitants, and particularly, 
a Relation of the Missiox carried on above thirty Years 
by the UxiTas FRATR UM, at New Eerrnbut and Lichtenfels 
in that Country. By Devid Crantz, Tranſlated from tlie 
Higb Dutch, In two Volumes octavo. Price in boards 9s. 


4. Harmony of the Fovs Gesruts; or, the Hiſtory of 
our Lord and Saviour fusus CurnisT; in which every 
thing aud circumſtance mentioned by the Foux Evax- 
GELISTS, is brought into one narrative; ſo that the reger 
has here collected together, in one ſeries, all that is recorded 
of the Ac s of the Davs of the Sox of Max, in the very 
words of our £:g/þ voor. Price bound, 25, 


A Summary of the DocTriNnE of Jresrs CurnsT ; 
to be uſed fer the Inſtruction of Youth, in the Congrega- 
tions of the UNITED BRETHREN, 1788. Price, half- 


bound, gd. 


6. A ſuccinct View of the Missions eſtabliſhed among 
the Heathen by the Church of the Bx:TurxEN, or UN ITA8 
FxAr RUM. By Benjamin La Trobe, Price, ſtitched, 6d. 


7. A brief Accouut of the Missiox eſtabliſhed among 
the Esopimavx Ix DAs, on the Coaſt of Larrabos, 


by the Church of the BALZ AAN. Een finchey, 6d, 
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